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e Contents of the ſeverall Chapters 
in this Book, 


CHaP. I. 

Ontaining a Compariſon betwixt this Aſſemblic and 
the Councell of T rent. 

1, They agree in like [ubtill policie wn their proceedings, 
ſpecified 411 G6, points. 

2. They 4ſagree, in that the Conncel! of Trent, in exters 
nall order was more formail than this , and more [ub- 
ſtamiall in aiſcuſſing the Articles, 


Chap. II, 
Containing two reaſons why we intend to ſpeak onely 
againit the At condemning Epilcopacie. 
1. Becauſe the reſt of the Att; are eſtabliſhed upon thy 
[ame fgromnas, 
?, Becanſle their proncapall purpoſe 1” leſtrang this «A 
j embly waAsfto wppreſſe F prſcopac le, 
+. The Att it (elf «« (cs down verbatim, ai it wat (ct 
down in their printed C op pvc [ub crube by the Clerk, 


Cuanr. IL. 
Diſcuſſing their foure Conſiderations m their preface , 
v hore! \ they allcagc they Wcre mov cd to make this Act. 
I. 7he Conſideration of the great mercie of G 0d 1n the 
worsy of the ref or marion; whercn thre wotatle fal[- 
j IOAT AYE FEA ted 


” F F, 4 
1. Thi many vill inmnor dion wire ef tirwied wron ts 
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. That by the Kings mrgong the book of Common Þ ray. 
&, they Were —— { of Neceſſiie ro ma et their C ove- 
nant : wherein arc remarked 7. notable fal/hoods. 

4. That many having [ſubſcribed the Covenant wi thout 
thetr applications, yet accord Tto the me, aning it had 
1580. therefore it ts neceſſary , that the Aﬀembl, 
ſhould de. Lare the true meaning : where are ſhown 
divers falſhoods and impertinencics. 


Cnuap, IIIT. 


Containing the ſtate at the Queltion, as it was propo» 
AC a be voyced 1g the Aflemblie, 
. The Med e//it & of right ſtating the © ue? 10, 
T hat ther propoſition 15 CAPLLONS 471 le onfyled, wniln 
yo". three [everall Queitions of divers nai writ they 
wwtg 10 Onc Categoricall anſwer could be given 
3. T hat they et U down in many ambiy us 6 BAS 414 


[er Mes, 
4. It 1s ſophiſtic ally and Subtilly drawn 2 Thich at Hy 
pothelin, 


s. That being pr opo ed in that minneyr it could no: th 
bly reſolve the donbts, but rather 41Cr ole 199000, 

G, The ©ueſt wy p; 1mply prope e4 had beew fettey ro ve 

[ol-re dowbry. 

7. There are two points whoch they intend to prove «n- 
lawinll in F prſcop 4e, 1. T bat they rave charges: 
moe Pariion lar for KF thin One. > 7 Dat trey Dave? 
er and prenemmence over thyir Prev yen, 


w 


Cnane,. Y 
That this power and prehemnence 1s noe COntrarte tc 
the Contclhon of Faith in the Church of ScorLmud, 
malt contorme thereto, aud ro the tirft book of Dit: 
plinc, an | continuall pratice of the Church of Scor land 
I, ef (rſtinttion of the Conte /hrone of Þ wats p Ce 
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2. T hat there is no Article of this Confeſſion condenon- 
ing thu power and prebeminence, 

3. That the meaning of this Confeſſion, concerning the 
point of Government, ſet down in the firſt book of 
Diſcipline, and long pratlice of the Church duth ex+ 
preſly approve the [ame, 

4, A paralell berwixt Superintendents and Biſhops , 
wherein us ſhown that the power of Superintendents 
was no leſſe than that which Bifhops require now, 

5. That Biſhops, retaimng the office, title and Benefice 
of Biſhops, had ___—_ for 20, yeers after the refor- 
mation, and that by approbat v01 both of the Church 
and Civil eſt ate. 


Cuap, VT, 


That this power and prchemincace of Biſhops was not 

abjured by the negative Contellion or Covenant, 

1, That this negative Confeſſion ts not the proper ('on- 
feſſion of the Church of Scotland, but an Appendix 
thereof, 

2, That it u only the firſt (onfeſſion wherewnto all were 
ſworn to adhere, 

3. Tworeaſons ſhewing that by the oath of the Cove- 
want or negative { onfeſſion EF pi/copacie was not ab- 

jured. 1. Becauſe it cannot bave 4 meaning contrary 
to that whereof ut is an Appendix, 2, Beeanſe it 
belongeth only to the King, and not to an Aſſemblic 
of the Church without the K ing, 10 declare wn wht 
ſenſe the oath wad requared, 


Cuar. VII. 
An Anſwer to thoſe paſlages alleaged 1n the AAR out of 


the Abjuration. 
t. Anſwered in Generall by Conſideration of the words 
them/el wer, | 
2, By the conſefſion of the Moderator and hu afoct- 


ar, 
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3. A particular anſwer to the firſt paſſage, ſhewing it to 


be cited falſiy and impertinently, 


Crna p. VIITT. 
An Anſwer to the ſecond paſlage of the Copenant , 
wherein is ſhown clearly, ; 
I. A notable faulſhood wn the citation both by changes 
words, and adding others » Xt Contained in the origun "g 
2. Divers reaſons wy this paſſage doth prove _ 6g 10 
their purpoſe, 


CHyay. IX. 

An Anſwer to the third paſſage wherein are thee 

ticulars. 

1, Jt is ſhown to be mmpertinent, 

2. What 1s meaned by the word Hicrarchic. 

3. T7 hat there may be an Hierarchie , neuher Antichri- 
[tian nor wicked, proved by the teſtimony of Calvin. 

4. Their firſt reaſon to prove that. Fpiſcopall Govern- 
ment u the » Antichriſtiun, wich-d Hierarchie, ts by. a 
falſe Syilogi/me, cx OMmnNIbus particularibus & attir- 
mantibus 1n fecund; tigurg. 

5. T7 his rea/on paſſable among it them/clves becarſe » 
wan dur/t examine it , under pairne of the cenſure 0 
the Church, 

6, Their ſecond reaſon childiſh and Sophifficall, 

. Their third reaſon impertinently ap pls -*d. 


- 
, 


&& 


Cr I; 4 F, 
. Their fourth rel on hath no Con ETWence and tarve 
from the purpoſe. 
9, Tt hesr Laſt Yea ont 15 round: ! por A plies iv tt /l 
cond book of Di/t ipline fullly related 


Cua?. X, 
An Anſwer to the fourth paflage containing three pat- 
ticulars. 
1. Anexplamng of the words. 
2. T hat the Do(tlrine and Diſcipline wherewnto we art 
ſ worn to joyne onr /elTs, 1 nos all the doitring aud di (1+ 
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pline taught and praiſed in the Church of Scoel and, 


3. That this Doltrine is expreſly limitated un the Cove- 
wants by foure limitations , by every one of which it 15 
cleered, that this power and prebeminence of Biſlops is 
notabured, 

4. The firſt limitation, that we ſwear only to adhere ts 
that which 15 taught by Gods H ord ; bh thereis 
nothing COnFrary to this point , but ai is Confer me 
thereto, 

&. Tbe [econd limitation 1s, that Dottrine which i; pro 

feſſed by many notable Realms and Churches : no 
Realm nor Church did condemmne this, except Gieneya, 
and that not abſolutely, but many Churches did ap- 
prove it expreſly, 

6. The third limit ation is, the doftrine pariieularly X- 
preſſed 1” oy { onfeſ110n of t arth : but no doitring 
' expreſſed therem Contrary to this porn, 

7, The fourth limit.ution 15, that *Dottyine which was 
for a long time before profeſſed by the King and whole 
boty of the K ing lome : But the King andt oy if the 
K ing lome did expreſly profeſſe that the) ard app rate 
this pount here danened, 

8. The di/cipline ts limitated by the ſame limitation, 

9. The di/cipline 17 enthey t then in 4 fritt and proper 
ſenſe for the cen/(wres of the Church, or clo 119 a large 
ſenſe, ſignify: T4 the whole policy of the Church, 

to, In the firft /enſe, it was as yet retained preriſely in 
the Charch of Scotland under E ps cCopald Govlern- 
ment ; and thrrefore the oath sr not broken, 

11. D; ciplane 1 4ganm aſtinguiſhe { in tne't pounts 
which are eſſential and perperuad {, and thoſe which are 
ACOCi Metall an i wt able, 

I2. 7 be fir it ſort arc preſ« ribe4 by Gods Wor 4, a”; 
were not abslihet by Epuſ« opai government, but ob 

ferved invinlavle. 

13. The other /ort 11 left to the libertre of tae Charch , 
«nd therefore alter able by the Church, 
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14. To the obſer vation of thoſe, the Oath bindeth (q long 
as the Conftitution of the (burch tandeth in force 
but being abrogate by 4 new Conſtitution, the Oath 
thereto 15 diſcolved. 

15. Whoſoever doth nat follow the Church in thoſe Al. 
terations doc againſt their oath, 


Cnap, XI. 

An Anſwer to the Acts of the generall Aſſemblics al- 
leaged contrary to this point untill the year 15 80, 1where- 
in are theſe particulars. 

I. That no A(t of «Afſemblie is, nor can be produced be | 

fore that year 1575- 

2. Theoccafion of wmpugning F piſc opacie at that tim, 
I. ſome fierte humonrs lately come from Geneva, and 
zealous of Geneva Diſcopline. 2, The Kings mine- 
ritie. 3, Fattions among ft the Notilitic and ( our- 
tiers, 4. T he Sacrilegions greedinefſe of thoſe gaping 
after the (hurch rents, who for thetr own ends abuſed 
the fumplicitie of ſome Muniſters, and pride of others, 

3. That Biſhops were wot only tolerate, but approved by 
the Church untill this yeay 1575. 

4. At this Aﬀemblic im Auguſt 1575. was the firſt me- 
on againſt F piſcopacie inthe Church of Scotland, 
F. The proceeding of this Afſemblic aeclared at length . 
whereby it 13 cleered that this point heve in controver- 
fie was not challenged therein, but expreſly approved 

by all, 

6, Nothing in ſubſtance concluded againſt  E prſcopacie 
for five years after. 

os, # wotable ds/i51 lation of our Covenanters in (111g 
an Ai! of thy; Aſſembly. 


Char, XII, 

Anſwering to the AAs of Generall Aﬀemblics for cl! a- 
bliſking the tecond bovk of Diſcipline, wherein aze the!s 
PAITICUATS, h 
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1. This book, was broweht in by the [ame occaſions 
whereby E piſcopacie began to be challenged, 

2. This Diſcipline was never fully agreed unto by the 
Church, ſome points thereof never pratt) 4, and thy'e 
which were prattiſe4 but of hort continuance. 

3. They doe not themſelves, nor will not approve ſom: 
points in this book, but refuſe obedience thereto , in- 
ftanced in three particulars, 

4. T his book_nor any part thereof haiany ſtrength of 4 
Law before the injoyning of the Oath. 

$. It is defetlive tn th, me st [unoſtantiall pornts of Di- 
ſcipline, and ſuprrabundant in points not pertaining 
fo Eccleſtaſticall {: cipline, 

6, And therefore th: 'Di/cipline therein contained can- 
not be that, wherearnto we are ſworn to joyne our ſelvs 


preci/cly, 
Cuare. XIIL 
Anſwering to the Act of the Aſlembly at Dundee 15 80. 
condemning Epiſcopacic, together with the Act at Glu/- 
go 1581.cxplaining the ſaince containing theſe particulars, 
1: Albert they con lemne.{ wn theſe eAlts Fpiſcopacie | 4s 


F, 4 


1 was then w/ed in Scotland ) 45 nnlawfuil wit 
| yet did thy not condemne theſe points bere contre- 
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wvertel, 

. Newuber 4i4 the Church thew condernm any [wb/t.in- 
tiall point of Epiſcepacie, except the) tad Contraditt 
them/elues, inflanced in þx primcipall points of that 
Dollrine, 

. They condemn only the Corrwptions which were at that 
time in Biſhops themſel vs, wheves! [ome are only [wp = 
pr/ed corruptions ; ſort corrupiions indeed, but only 
perſonall, and not efentiall to to: office. 

4. T he principal paint they ron loan i HiGaops u, tat 
they received mot their Commiſion [rom the Church 
9X C ther << i 4 AL VER HE TT p rien! y pr 
ved, that they bad Comm tin from the ({ hmren {8 


exercs/e all the pounts 0! 1047 * WASLNOD, 
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Crap. XIII, 
Anſwering to the relt of the Acts here cited, 

1. Their Alt can be of no 0 greater force than the former 
whereupor they are gr unde {and th erefore refuted by 
the ſame reaſons. 

2, Some particul.r obſervations upon theſe At; where. 
by it u ſhewed that they make more ag inf thes "on 
for them, 

3. Many of theſe Atts ſhews that they were concluded 
expreſ!y againſt the K ings A la; [t i, S Witention, 

, The rea 01 wl ) that Act of P ar liament ISFQZ, ER 4 
bl ſhing Preſuyterics, was ſuffered to paſſe by the 
K ing and the three E ſt, mes. 

CT, It was not becauſe they as. { approve the [ame but ! 
eſch wing of greater ev ils which were jſtly Gared. 

6. That Preſ! terial Government in Scotland did nat 
indare 1n | full force above ten years. 

7. An Att of that Aſſembly 1589, « racrſuwn to the 
Church of Scotland, 
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CHar. XV, 


Diſcuſſing the Conclutton of this AR , wherein are 


ntained tice particulars. 

l. T very Hyperbolicall m a mſying of hety ACCMY AT! 
procee, ung im concly, ling ws {t? not like to be tym: 

2. The prop: jrt108 of the Lneſtion by the Moder at or yn« 
formall, obſcure, ambiguous, ſopt 1/tscall, ard [uh 4d 
eoul1 ret be an/wered Categorically, 

Y T he CAKH/COTf why th CY did [0 WMA nm: «ſl; agree 1" 

thety voy ing was, becau/e all were debarrea whom 

they /uſpeited would make any contradiftion 

T vc over, as thy are here declared, doe neither fully 

anſwer to their propo/ttion, nor condemn any thing 1 
f Fi £ OP A ie, IH FI LS WHO I Sy, t/ind. : 

S. 7 ey cannet cxcule thy bat b» laying the fault upen 


C1 Finer, WHICH 45 wot like to betrae for mu) 
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CHaP. I. 


A Compariſon berwixt this Aſſembly and the 
Conncell of Trent. 


[Hat turbulent and feditious Con« 
venticle of Covenanting Mint- 
ſters and mut-ruling Elders aflem- 
bled at G laſgow , Novemb. 1638, 
can be compared to none of thee 
kind fo well, as to that infamous 
Councell of Trent; which as it 

Cem hath for a long time troubled the 
whole world , Emperors, Kings and Princes : fo this 
aath vexcd mighrily the Kings Majeſtic our dread Soyc- 
raigne, dilturded both Church and Common-wealth, and 
hath lcd all his SubjcRs in Scer/an4blind-fold to Rebelli- 
on , given cvill example to other' Kingdomes , and 
brought an evident Scandall upon the reformed Religt- 
0. There hath bezn no lefſe humane or rather Satanicall 


policie, and lubrile cloſe conveyance praftiſed by the 
B chucte 
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chiefe Rulers in that Aſſembly of C/a/gow , both in the 
Preparatian, Proſecution, and Concluſion thereof, ( yet 
in this more malice, and lefle retpect to the Supreine Ma- 
giltrate, avd preſept eſtabliſhed citateof the Church) thay 
11 that of Trent. 

Fizſt, as the Pope and his Cardinalls in the Confſiſtorre 
profeſiced, that they delired a generall Councell, and did 
openly cxhort the Emperor, Kings, Princes, an4 Repub» 
liques to concurre with them : yet they declared hor) al 
ly by their dealing that they defired , cither not at all a 
Councecll,or not ſuch an one as ſhould be aſſembled by the 
Authoritie of the Emperor and Kings, or that any of 
them or their Ambaſſadors (hould have ſuffrage therein , 
and much leſle prelidencic according to the ancient Cu- 
itome of the Church , eſteeming that their Authority, 
fuftrage, or preſence would crofle their particular cnds : 
Even ſo our Coverantcrs,albcit they often petitioned his 
Majeſtic far the libertic of a generall Aflemblic, yet they 
declared plainly by their proceedings, that they did rot 
dclire luch an one, as ſhould be cither convocatcd by his 
Majceltics Authoritic, or wherein he, his Commiſſion or 
Councell ſhould prelide,, or give luffrage, or be preſents 
if it had been 1n their choice, accounting it ſo not to be 4 
free Allembly. 

Secondly, as tae Pope and his Cardinalls in the Con- 
ſſtoric uſcd Politick mcancs, thatnone or ferw of theſe 
Prelates, whom they ſuppoſed in any waycs would croſle 
their deligneys, hould appeare mthe Councell : although 
publikly they did admonuth all, yet by private threatnings 
ad diſtaltes,hindred from comming many of the Biſhops 
of Germany, France and Spaine : but on the contrary, 
allured by divers means thoſe whom they ſuppoſed would 
favour their deſignes, as all the Biſhops of {ray ; fo that 
when the Councell was at the greateſt, there were above 
150, Italian Biſhops, whereof many were at the Popes 
charges, yct not above 60, of all other Nations. Sv in 
this at G/a/gow, politick mcancy were uſed that none 

(hontd 
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ſhould be choſen Commiſſioners , except Covenanters ; 
and of thoſe, only the ſtrongelt and molt obſtinate , who 
had ſolemnly already ſworn unto thele things they in- 
tended to conclude : and on the other part, meanes were 
uſed that all thoſe , who were ſuſpected to be averſe from 
their delignes , or not forward h, ſhond be exclu- 
ded : as is evident by the particular Initructions ſent from 
the Tables of the Covenant unto all the Pregbyteries of 
Scotland, which were diſcovered by the care and dili- 
gence of his Majcſtics Commillioner ; and produced in 
| open Aflembly to their great confulion , whereby it was 


nted that care ſhould be taken that none ſhould be 
em as Commiſſioner, for the Miniſters or ruling El- 
ders, but Covcnanters, and thoſe wel-affeted to the bu- 
fines ; And if that any other happen to be choſen by the 
greater part , that all the belt aft:&tcd protelt againſt 
them, and proceflc thei before the Aſlembly that they 
might be excluded from voycing, and for that cf alto 
dire&ed an informall and il)cgall Citations againlt all the 
Biſhops, to exclude them from having place or voyce in 
their aſlembly, who ought to have been ( by the preſent 
lawes of the Church of Scotland, and continuall practice 
of the univerſall Church in all ages ) the principall mem- 
bers thereof. 

Thirdly, as in the Councell of Trez?, the Pope of Rome 
to have more voices favouring his delignes, did create 
many titular Biſhops , who had no Chriſtian flock, and 
had never ſo much as {cen that Church which they did 
| repreſent. So likewiſe in this Aſſembly were brought in 
many Titular Lay-clders, as Commiſſioners from Pregby- 
terics , wherein they had no habitations , nor cver did lit 
therein to excrciſc x ben rulc of Eldcr-{hip before the day 
| of their cleRtion to be Commiſſioners to the Aſlemblic. 

; Fourthly, the Pope and tus Cardinalls did complaine 
that the Emperor and Kings would have preliautate the 
| Counccll by their dire&ions : yer the Ambaſladors and 


Prelatcs did in cvcry Scllion and Congregation complain 
B 2 More 
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more juſtly,that the Cuuncell was not free, being (trange- 
ly prelimitate by the Pope and Confiltory of Rome, both 
in the members and matters t9 be propoled, as alfo in 
framing of the Canons, So our Coretamns did rc» 
quire a free aſſembly, attirming,that as farre 13 the afſems 
bly ſhould be prelimitate either in the members or mat- 
ters to be treated, ſo farre the necdlary ends f the Aflems+ 
bly and good of the Church was hindred , accounting it 
a moſt dangerous uſurpartion te any perlvn or Iudicatorts 
whatſoever , to My ſuch limitations, except an 
Aﬀembly it ſelf; And therefore did moſt grievoully cone 
plaine againſt his Majeſtic, (although unjuſtly ) for he re» 
quired no limitations , but ſuch as were preſcribed by 
former lawfull aſſembhes. Yet bits Majeltic and the whole 
Kingdame may more jultly complaine of them, who re- 
fuſing the realonable prelimitations of other former ab 
ſemblics ; did nevertheſſc admit firange hmitations from 
the Tables of the Covenant, ( which was nerther a law- 
full Aſſembly of the Chireh , nor had any author'ty over 
the ſame ) and thoſe alfo againſt the eſtabliſhed Confti- 
tutions of former generall Aſſemblics and Lawes of the 


Kingdome , as appeares evidently by rhofe foare papers - 


of Inſtraions ſent to every Presbytery , according to 
the which the Aſſembly was liautate both m themeoy- 
bers and mattcrs. 

Fiftly, as in the Connecll of Trent nothing was a& 
mirttod to Conſultation, but Proprrenmtibus Legarzs, which 
gave occaſion of offence ro many : no Biſhop, no Pre+ 
kte, no Regall Embeflador, nor any good Chritttan had 
hberty to propoſe any rhing, onely the Popes Legatcs had 
ths Power , who did propote every thing as they recet 
ved inſtructions from Rowe : evenſo m this Aflemblic , 
nothmg was admirred to Defiberation , but Propenente 
Aloderatere';, And he kewnke was contined tothe Or- 
dinance of rhe Tables, who had before ſer down every 
Artick which was to be treated z All propoſitions of any 
other whatfocycr, though flowing from kis'Majcſtic, by 
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not abjured in Scotland, 


his —_ or Councell, were contemptuouſly re. 
Qt 
F Sixtly, as in the Councell of Trent, Ict the Fathers and 
Doors deliberate and reaſou Pro & {ontrra 2s they plez- 
ſod, yet nothing was conduded,nntill it was frft 
mito by the Pope and his Cardinalls at Keme,and-rhetr de- 
termination , who never heard the reaſoning , was feng 
to Trem to be enafted, and that no ot then it was 
{: down by them z which gave occaſion to that common 
pruvethe , That the holy Spirit', whereby the Councel 
wadireted, came from Rome in a Clog-bag. So like» 
wife :ll that which was done in this Aſſembly was fore» 
ordained by the Tables of the Covenant in Zdinburgb : 
For there were all rhe members of the Afſembly con!ti- 
tuted, thonzh contrary to the perpettall we of the 
Charch ; _ were all the Commiſſions ; and a 
Copie thereof icant ro every Presbyteric , as 
the produRtion,, fince ho one oFeheur back whale 4 
one Syllable from another ; there alſo was the whole ore 
der of the Aﬀemblie fer. down, and accordingly obſer» 
rel; there were all things which were robe prapoled 
in the Aſſembly , dilcuficd and conclnded by the Retlers 
of the Coveuant, who for rhe maſt part were Lay-per- 
ſons, Noblemen, Gentlemen, Burgeftcs, 2nd fome fow 
Miniſters moſt forward in the curſe: therefore it maybe 
jth ll, hat the Spirit, whereby hoſchoh Brerfren 
of the' Aſſembly were ruled, came not from Heaven, but 
dize4ly from EF linbergh. 1 l-ave you to tmagineby the 
feAts what Spirit that was , which hathſtirred up fach 
Sedition , ion, Diſorder and Contution both in 
Church and Common- wealth. 
Then although in theſe poiats of Corrupttons, and ma- 
other which for ſhorrnes we omit , this Aſſembly at 
ow Was not unlike'thar Councelt of Trepr ; yet ! 
vill be bold to fay, and that rrucly , that in ſome ſubſtan- 
tiall poigts , that Councell was more formal than this 
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For the Councell of Trent in the Externall order and 

Conſtitution of the members thereof, keeped more for. 
mality and decency according to the order of the Church 
many ages before. 1. There was none admitted tothat 
Counccll except Prelates of the Church, Ambafladours of 
Princes, and the molt learned Doctors in all Europe for 
the time ; And ſuch as the Prelates thought kt inthe 
bounds of their Iuriſdi&ion to reaſon in weighty points 
of Dodrine. 2, In their Congregations and Seſſions, 
they did fit every. man in his owne place according to 
his degree, with ſuch gravitic , modcſtic and decencic, 
as did become Reverend Fathers, diltinguiſhed one from 
another by their habits, appointed by the Canons of the 
Church, meg it appcar to the beholders, a Venerable 
Aſſemblic. 3. In their proceedings were appointed the 
wiſcſt of the Biſhops, and molt learned amongſt the Do- 
Rors to frame the Articles, and being framed, were par- 
ticularly one by one diſcuſſed, by weighty reaſons ma- 
turely in ſeverall dayes and dicts, all doubts particularly 
moved , and ObjcRions ſolidly anſwered according to 
their grounds, uling not onely the teſtimony of former 
approved Counccls, Fathers aud learned Schoolemen, 
but allo very frequently the Authority of Sacred Scri- 
ptures : So that if in their concluſions they had pondered 
well the reaſons allcaged , and had concluded according 
to the ſame, and not according to the Popes fole Autho- 
ritic ; that Counccll might have had a more happy cvant 
for the weell and peace of the Chriſtian Church. 

But in this Aſſemblic at Glaſgow was not obſcrved that 
forme, order or decencic, which did become a venerable 
Eccleſiaſtick meeting : for firſ , theſe, who were ever 
cltcemed the Principall members of all generall or Natio- 
nall Councels, to wit, the Reverend Biſhops of the 
Church, were excluded ; a company of Lay-men, Farles, 
Lords, Gentlemen and Burgefſes, without warrant, Air 
thoritic, or cxample of the ancient Church were thritt in 
their roomes, bearing chicke Sway in the Afſembie, car- 

rying 
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rying all matters violently for their 6wn eds; fo that it 
was remarked by wiſc and grave men, that one Earle and 
one Lord made more ſpeech in the Aſſemblie, than all 
the Clergie, except the Moderator. 2, In their Seſſions, 
no order or decencie obſerved, all litting pel-mell, with- 
out diſtinion of Degrees , fave onely that Lay-Noble- 
men and Gentlemen occupied the chicfelt roomes with 
their ſwords and piſtolls by their ſides ; The Minilters 
mixt amongſt Burgeſſes, Merchants, and Noblemens fcr- 
vants, hardly to be diſcerned from them by their Habite 
or Carriage ; Many of the Miniſters in coloured clothes , 
all in ſhort cloakes, except the Miniſters of Glaſgow who 
had their Gownes ; ſo that unleſle one had known their 
ns before , they ſhould ſcarcely -have diCerned the 
miſters from the Merchant or Taylor. 3.. The Mini- 
ſters were not there by the approbation of their Biſhops 
according to the cuſtome of the Primitive Church, and 
Ads of the geucrall Aſſemblics of Scor/and long after 
the Reformation, as for inſtance, in that Afﬀemolic at 
Edinburgh Iuly 1568. It was exprefly ordained, that no 
Miniſter ſhould leave his Flock , except ſuch as were 
choſen by their Superintendants : but by Commiſſions 
from their new invented form of Presbyterics , wherein 
Lay-men had the greateſt rule, or rather from the Tables 
of the Covenant, who did not chooſe the moft wiſc, mv- 
deſt and learned Brethren ; but the moſt turbulent, ſedi- 
tious, and bold to oppoſe Authoritic : fit members in- 
deed of fuch an Aſſemlic, 4. Indiſcuiſing of the mat- 
ters which were concluded, no reaſoning but ſnperticiall ; 
no carefult pondering of the Reafons, but all raken /ne- 
plitita fide, which had any ſhew ; no exadt diltinguithing 
of the Articles, but many matters of different nature were 
hudled up together contuſedly, and with e-al roma 
tion were voyced and concluded, The Aﬀſembly conti- 
nucd onely a inoneth,and a great part of that time ('to wit 
from the 21. of November to the 4. of December ) was 


conſumed wu circwnſtantiall points concerning the per- 
ons 


EPISCOPACIE 


ſons to be admitted to have voice inreceiving and d1icuf. 
ſing their Commiſſons , in Conteſtations betwixt the 
Commiltioner and the Covenanters, in excluding ſome 
of his Majeſties Counſcllors authorized by him to have 
voyce in the Afſemblic , contrary to the Practice of all 
Ancient approved Councels,cither Generall or National! ; 
in rcjeQing molt zut protcttations of divers Presbytetics 
againſt this Aſſemblic , as that of the Pregbytcrics of 
Claſpow, of Pedbles, of eAberdeine, of the Channonry of 
Ref : in retufing to heare read the moſt jult declinature 
and proteltations of che Biſhops. And finally,in declaring 
certaine books of the former Afſemblics to be Authentick 
regiſters, 

At laſt, the fourth of December they enter to the prin» 
cipall matters for which this Afembly was required, be- 
ginning at the condemnation of the f1x laſt generall Af- 
{cmblics , conveened, continucd , and concluded by the 
Kings Majcltics Authoritic , and fwl conſent of the 
Church , and ratificd by the whole bodie of the King- 
dome in Parliament : which they did in ſhorter ſpace 
then could ſuthice to reade them over ; ſo precipitate were 
they in condemning abſolutely ſo many grave 
blics with ſuch unanimous conſent, as never one was cu'- 
led , but ( without reaſon or judgement ) condemned 
them all in one word, by implicite faith given to ſome 
tew, neither of the moſt wiſe, or learned of the comp- 
ny, who had a Committee to invent ſome apparant ret 
{ons to anvll the ſame : and that is moſt certaine that the 
two part of thoſe who voyced againſt them, had never 
ſcen the As and the proceedings of theſe Aſſemblics, or 
at leaſt had never read nor peruſed them ; But out of 2 
blind zcal and Icfuiricall obedicnce, did it only, 
they were ſo dirccd by the Tables of the Covenant, and 
therr rebellious Leaders. 

In another Sciſion they depoſed and excommunicated 

ſurmarily fourteen Biſhops, upon a pretended fallc Lt 
cll produced before the Pregbytery of E 4rnbur gh agaiuilt 
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them ( which by no law or reaſon could be competent 
Judges £0 their procefle ) without lawfull citation, con- 
trary tothe Ats of many Aſſemblies, the Books 
of Diſcipline and practice of the Churth ; For 
the Church of Scotland was never accuſtomed, no, not in 
the moſt ſtri& times of Presbyteriall government,to pro- 
cced fo fummarily to the ſentence of excommunication 
againſt moſt notorious offenders, without-mature delibe. 
ration and long ſpace granted to the Accuſed, cither to 
jaſtifie himſelf, or declare his repentance, 1. There was 
uſed three private perſonall Citations to appear before the 
Presbytcry ; next, if thoſe were not obeyed , three publik 
Ciratzons one three ſeverall Sabbaths, 3. Followed three 
publik prayers for their converſion, and if at any of theſe 
times |. did appcar , cither to purge themſelves of the 
crime im to chem, or ſubmnting themſelves to the 
cenſure of -tho Church ; The ſentence of cxcommunica- 
tion was notpronounced againſt them. 

In another Seſſion, they condemned with one voyce 
the Book of Commorr Prayer, the Book of Canons, the 
Book of Qrdination of Miniſters, and Conſecration of 
Biſhops, her with the Coart of the High Commil- 
fion : which ſpace was not ſutficient to have read over 
all thoſe books, muchleſle to peruſe them throughly, and 
diſcuſſe the controverted points therein, which was ne- 
ceſfarily requiſit to be done before they had beon abſo- 
lutely rezeaed. 

But this is ſtrange, that the nn and moſt weighty 

int, for the which chi cy did procure this 
(ty ſhould have been ſo ſlightly,& with ſuch precipitation 
handled, to wit, whether Bi ſhould be retcined or 
removed forth of the Church of Scotland : A Dofrine 
fo univerſally approven by the whole Chriſtian Church, 
even in her pureſt time fince the Apoltles dayes, and al- 
lowed in Subſtance by the reformed Church of Scotland, 
for yeares after the reformation ; And though ro- 
proflcd for SI I again by — 
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lawfull Ademblics. than this, gatthed by divers Ads. of 
Parhament, and continucd now tor many yecres by-gon . 
there bchoved to be many and weighty realons —_— 
2 Docrine ſhould be converied, with a ſerious delibera» 
tion to ponder and conhderthem ; yetn2vetthelefle in 
this Aſlembly 1n one thort Seflion,;the whole inatrer was 
proponed, diicufled, voiced, concluded, and a hrge A 
palt thereupon. 


CnaP. Il, 
Concerning the A againſt Enſcopacre, 


1 Lbeit it were an caſic matter to refute all the contro» 

verted Acts of this Allewbiie, yet leaving the relt 
at this tune , we intend onely to examine that AR, Sf, 
26, Decemb. $. Againit Eprſcopacic, And that for two 
rcalons elpecially : 

Firſt , becaulc the gronids whereupon this Act is con» 
cluded, arc the 1clt-tame whereupon all the re!t of the 
controverted Ads arc gronnded ; and therctore theſe 
grounds being declared evidently to be intirme and weak, 
It will alto appcar that together with this AR of F prico» 
pacie, All the relt of their Acts depending thereupon 
ihall be fownd' to be rmnous, as | rrult char tall (hall 4 
\uldain, ; 

Secon\lly, becauſe the principall atme of the molt an. 
chictkeft of thete, wio were members of that Conventt» 
cie, Wast0 ſupprefic Bilhops, becautc they citermed them 
cl: 1thy to have crofiad ther Sacrilegio's and ambitious 
dens; :. 1 or, ectore Bilhops were re-dltabliſhod, the 
Novicinen and Barons both pefAictted the tubltance of the 
Church rents, and alſo ruled the whok Ettate ar theit 
picalure 13 Council and Parhament, by their own voy- 
684, art voyces vt the tentry and Borroughs , whom 
#iptc tachivus tzes cud depend for thouit pare won 
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z Noble man or other : then furding that by the re-e- 
ſtabliſhing of Biſhops, their rents were taken out of their 
hands, and that they were like to lople their Abbeyes, 
and Priorics alfo ; and finally, that their particular ends 
(nor alwayes tending to the weell of the Church}, or 
Kingdome, or Honour of the Prince, ) were crotled by 
the eltate of Bithops : no marvcll then, though they be 
moved by all mcancs poſſible to ſupprefle them ; "3/20 
that fic} hay  Lavoured to inake ulc of the huoplierzeof 
ſomeof the Miniſtric, and proud humoursof others irhpa- 
tient of Subjc&ion to lawtull Authoritic, of whom ſ@tyc 
having aimcd in vaine at Biſhopricks (asis well known 
of divers of the Ring-leaders of that Faction.) thought'ir 
beſt fox their credit, to declare a great contempt of that 
eſtate, which they had with much labour ſought after, 
Without the delircd cftect, according to the fable of the 
Fox « others by their former mitdemeanors bothagainlk 
taeChurch and Regall Authority, being palt hope of furs 
thoradvancement , did caltly condefcend to ſhake off rhat 
yoak,* which their turbulent hamours could never tutfer 
them paticntly to bear ; thoſe were made to! low the 
qumpet of Rebellion, both m1 their Pulpits and private 
coutcrences, drawing the people after them, and the fun» 
plelt. fort of Miniltcrs alſo ; who did not judicioufly re» 
mack their ſecretends, cloaked under the colour of Re» 
ligion, and libcrtic of the Church, by which meanes this 
condemning of Epilcopacic was brought in head with 


all the conlequences thereof, 


This is the poiitt we mean to examine for the preſent, 
and that you may ce the weaknes of their realons the 
Xttcr, we ſhall ſet down verba11m the AR it 1olf, as 1t 


Was Couccived by then, 
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Act of the Aſſemblic at Glaſgow , Seſs, 16, 


Decemb. 8. 1638. Declaring Epiſcopacie to 
have been abjured by the Confeſſion of Faith , 
1580, And to bercmoycd out of this Kirk, 


He eAſſemblic taking to their moſt grave and (ee 
j riew C enfuleration frf.the unſpeakable grodneſſe 
and great mercie of God manifeited to this Na 
tion, in that ſo necefſarie , /o difficult, and [+ ex+ , 
cellent and divine work of Reformation, which was at luf 
brought to ſuch profetiion, that this Kirk was reformed, 
not onely in Dotirime and Forſnip , but alſo after many 
conferences and publih, reaſonings in divers Nantonall 
A ferblies joyned with ſolemn humiliations and prayers to 
od, the Diſcipline and Government of the Kirk. a the 
dge and guard of the doftrine and worſbip, was preferi«' 
Te ny ro the rule of Gols word ,' in the book of Pu« 
licie and Diſcipline , agreed wpon inthe A ſ[emblic 1578, 
and inſert in the Regiiter 1581. eſtabliſbed by the Afts of 
the Aſſemblies, by the confeſſion of Faith, (wors and ſub- | 
ſerabed at the direttion of the Aſſembly, and by continualt' 
praitice of 113 K irk. Secondly, that by mecn ſeeking their 
Pd things, ans not the things of Jeſia Chrith ; divers + 
Novations have bren introduced ro the grear diſturbance of 
this Kirk, fo firmely once compatted, and to the endange»* 
ring of Religion, and many grofſe evils obtruded, to the mi» 
ter ntoing of the work_ of Keformation;. and change uf che 
whole form of wer ſhip and face of this Xurk,, commanded* 
7e reagive withreverence 4 new Book of Common prayer 
as the encly forms to be wſed in Godg puhlih worſbip, and 1h4' 
Contraverncrs to be condignely cenſuredgand punfbed : and 
after #2. fp ROM and complanmts, knowing us #ther 
way for 7 — of Region, were moved by God, | 
and drawn by necifſity, 10renew the National Covenant | 
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this Kirk, and kingdome , which the Lord fince hath 
le from Heaven, and to {ubſcyibe the confeſſion of faith, 
with an Application thereof abjwring the great evnls 
with they were now. preſſtd, and ſuſpending the prattice of 
all Novations fo (ly intredaced, till they ſhemt4berryed 
is 4 free generall Aſſembly : laftly, that ſome of 'bus Ma- 
jefties Swojett of ſundry ranks have by bu' Mateſties com-' 
mand ſubſcribed and renewed the confeſſion of Faith, with- 
ont the former explication. ; And that both the ona and the: 
other Subſcribers have ſubſcribtd the ſaid Confeſſion in this 
year, 4s it was profeſſecl, and according tv the meaning that 
is bad in this K ingdome, when it was forft (wbſcribed, 1581. 
and afterward: The Aſſemblic therfore iſt by the Subſcri- 
prion of bis Mdajeſtier high Commiſſioner autef the Lords of 
ſeeret Conncell, Sept. 22, 1638 nndby the As of Conn- 
ell of the date foreſaid, bearing that they fheuld ſubſcribe 
the ſaid Confeſſion, and ordainmy alt bus Majeſties Sub=" 
jeltt to ſmbſcribe the ſame ; according tv the” foreſaid date 
and tenor, and as it was then ſed within this Kings! 
dome ; As likewiſe by the proteſt ation of ſome of the Sena- 
tors of the Colledge of [uitice, when they were required to 
ſubſcribe , and by the many doubting: of bi Mayeftier good. 
ſubjeltr, eſpecially becauſe the Sub/eribers of the Confeſſi» 
"” in February 16;8. ard bound to ſuſpend the approbars-- 
ne of the corruprions of the Gevernment of the Kirk y tid 
they be tryedin 4 free generall «A fſemblic ; finding it pro- 
ptr for them, and moſt necefſarie and incumbent to them , 
to five ont the true meaning therof ,as it warat for ft profeft, 
that al his Myftics Sabjpts in 4 matter /o inmport ent,a! 
k the publih, Confeffion of Faith , ſo ſolennly froorn and 
Subſcribed, may be of 0ne mind and one heart, and bave ful 
ſatiofallion to all their danbtr, and that the poſteritic af rev-. 
ward may be fully perſwaded of the truc meaning vherof ,\ 
after earneſt railing upon the Name of God, (0 religumnſiy 
artefted in the ſaid Confeſſion, have excred into 4 dil gene 
ſearch of the Regiſters of the Kirk, and books of the: Ge» 
nre# Aſſembly , which the greate/t pars of the Ry” ] 
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hizd not ferrnibefore, and which by tbe fheciall providence of 
God were preſerved, brought to thew bands, and pay 
acknowleagedto be authenttch , \and have fog that in t 
tat er .\Confrffron. of tbe Kirk, of Seortand ; We profeſſ 1, 
That awedate!t ell I Yaditions brought into the Kirk, with. 
cout or agatnlt the Word of nod, and Doctrine of this rr. 
formced Kirk. Nexr,\We abhorre and detet? all cont 
Religion and Bodrine , but chiety, al} kind of Papiſtry 
in genarall; and partteuarheads ;\ as they twere then 4am- 
ned: and Hgitfuradtby ther Word of Gor, mid Kirk of 
Scotlandyi whehthodatd Cunteftianawis firorn and fh- 
ſeritec.; Anne 15 80. & 1581. 1590; & 1591; T hirdly , 
That we detcit tha omane Antichralt , his workſly Mo- 
narcinc.,} at weeked - Hrerarchie,. Fayrbly ;, That we 
jovieevas dves tothisretoftned Kitk if Potrine Taith, 
Rehygiun, and Ditctpline ; promifing and fwearing by the 
great Nameof God,thatwe ſhall continne in the dodrine 
aud diſcipline of this Kirk, and defend the fame according 
to-0urY ocation and Pawer, all the dayes of our life, 
But fo it 15 that LAME 9b is abborred and 
deteftrd, and the Governmont by Mimfters and Elders, in 
Aſcemblics Generall and Provixciat , and Prifuyteries 
was (worn. to und {nh/cribed\, int (wbſtribing thay” Con- 
Feffion , aud 0xht ro be boldtn by TY) if we adbertio the 
meaning of the Kirk , when thar Confeſſion was framed, 
ſworn to, and ſubſcribed; wnte which we are obliged by 
the Nattonall oath and [whſcreprion of this Xirk, ar is 
evident by the vi fix. of Gmoralt Afremblier, agried wpon 
both before ,' at\ av aficy 19 worry Ig anll (bſcribin of. 
tbe /uia Conſe /o7; wrthe yrdr sf aber miewtioned, an the 
book. of Politie ayroed paw in the Aſiemblice which wat 
holdewas Edinburgh rhe 2.4. of April, and 24. of Offober, 


Anno 1578, wort in the Rogiftey of the Kirkby Ordi- 


mance of the H/comrb tee huteltr; at Glafoow 1581, ani to be 
{mbſcrebed by all Atond(( oro vhint'then wid brar, or there after 
were #0 bear office im 1961 Krk;, by orfipance of Mo A/- 
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famblie holdew the 4;- of Haga fi i Edlobirgitr390;unt | 


&t Edinburgh :be 2. of 7uly 1591, bar fpecratty un the 3, 1. 
4.6.9. and 11, Chapters of the {aid Book. 

T he Biſhops being tollerate from the Jear 15723, tid the 
Aſrendbly boldew im Awgrſt ly 75; Hnd ail this tone, the 
A ſembiy being wear teu with the Complaints made agunnl 
thew, dvd enter un [earch of the 9 ſice nN ſelf, and «ni agree 
in this, that the nawe of a Biſhop 6s COMMON to ever is ene 
of thew that bath a particular flo, t, over which bee bdtt 
s particalay tharge, a7 wes io preach tive Hord at 1s wine 
fer the Sacrament 1, | 

At tht wext Afembly which was buds 11 Apro« 15976. 
farh Biſhops wire cenſured, as had not taken them to 4 pare 
tiewlar flock, im the generall Aſſemble conveene (in Aprod, 


the yelrr of God 1578. Sefſ, 4. [ntimation was mails 6s 
Prllowerb 2 / f 

For fo much as the heads of the Policic being conehu- 
del and agrecd upon tn the latt Aticmblic, by the molt 
part of the Brethren : certaine ot the brethren had ſore 
difficultie in the head, de Draconwu;whereupoiturtiies 
reaſoning was relerved to this Aijlcinblie + :1t 1s therer 
fore required, if any of the Brethren hive any reaſonable 
doubt or ar2umnent tu propone, that he be ready the wore 
row, and -then he ſhall be heard and refolvat. in me 6, 
Se. April 26, «According te the Ordiv ante made re day 
before ; all per/omg thut bad any A\xbt or ar garment to pri» 
youe , wore qwired 70 2r pour the [amd : Hmt none 4rd 
to propone any ar rumont on the contrary. inthe Aſcmbly 
bolder at Fdinbaroh, in Offeber 1578, [t was Bowhs by 
the Moder ator thereof to the Noiuer in, who were preſers, 
Viz. My Lord Chancellor, the Earle of Nontroate, wy 
Lord Serum, md my Lord Lindiy , What care aid (he 
dic the Aſlcwblic had taken to entertune ant keep the 
purnie ot the fiucere Word of God , unmixed wich the 
mventions of thei avon beads ; and to prelerve 1t eothe 
poſteritie hereafter, and "that the true Rogen 3 
Tek able tv continue / nos hong wichour 4 &' 4 
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diſcipline and policic, in that part alſo have they imploy. 
ed their wit and'{tadic, and drawn forth out of the pure 
fountaine of Gods Word , fuch a Diſcipline as is mece 
to remain in the Kirk, 

In the ſame eAſſemblie, the [peciall Corruptions wore 
ſer down, which they craved ſuch of the Bs/hops as would 
{mbmit themſelves to the Aſſemblie to remove, with 
w/e that if the generall Aſſemblie hereafter ſpall find fur. 
ther corruptions in the ſai4 Eftate, then hitherts are ex- 
preſſed, that they be.content to be reformed by the ſaid Af. 
Semblie, according to the Word of God, when they ſhall be 
required thereto, Firſt , That they be content tobe Pa- 
ſtors and Miniſters. of one flock : that they uſurpe no 
criminall Iuriſdiftion , that they vote not in Parliament 
in the Name of the Kirk , that they take not up forthe 
maintenance of their Ambition an Riotculnelle, the 
Emoluments of the Kirk , which may ſuſteine many Pa- 
{tors, the Schools, and the poore ; but be content with 
reaſonable Livings according to their ofhce : that they 
Claime not to themſelves the titles of Lords Temporall, 
neither uſurpe temporall Iuriſditions, whereby they are 
abltrafted from their office ; that they empyre not above 
the particular Elder-(hips, but be ſubjeR to the ſame : that ; 
they uſurpe not the power of the Presbyterics. 

The ©ueſtion being propounded by the Synod of Low- 
thian in the Aſſembly holden in Iuly 1579. anent 4 general 
order to be taken for the erelting of P reſbyterics, w place 
where publike exerciſe 15 uſed, wnill the time the Polit 
of the Kirk, be eſtabliſhed by a Law : It is anſwered, The 
exerciſe may be judged tobe a Presbyteric. I» the Aſ® | | 
ſemblie holden at Dundic in faly 1 580, Scls. 4. T he office E24 
of 4 Bifbop was aboliſhel1by a particular AH ; ai appear= | 
eth by the tenoy of the Aft following. | 

For {o much as the othice of a Biſhop, as it is now uſed | 
and commonly taken. within this Realm, hath no ſure F 
warrant, Authoritic, nor ground in the Scripturcs , 
bat is brought in by the folly and corruption of mans in» | 
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ventions, to the great overthrow of the Kirk of God , the 
wholc Afcmblic of the Kirk in one voyece, after libertic 
ven to all men to realon in the matter, none opponing 
Ffelf in defending. the ſaid pretended othce, tindeth 
and declareth the ſaid pretended othee, uſed and ternied, 
29 is abovelaid, unlawful in it ſelf, as-having neither 
fundament, ground, nor warrant in the Word of God ; 
And ordaineth that all ſuch perſons as brook. or ſha 
brook hereafter the ſaid office, ſhall be charged fimply tor 
dimit, quit, aud lcavc oft the lame, as an ofhce whereanto 
Gp not called by God : And ſuch like todefiſt and: 
from all preaching, miniſtration of the Sacraments, 

or uling any m_— othce. of Paltors, while they re« 
ceive dr nove, Admiſlion-from the geucrall Alembly, uns 
der the-paine of excommunication. to be uſed againſt 
them , wherein if chey be found diſobedicnt, or contra» 
dit this | ye the ſentence of Excommuni« 
__ after duc admoniton , to be executed agaiinit 

In the ſame Afembly belden Anno 1580. Sefs. 10. Thu. 
Article was appointed to be propounded 10 the King and 
Connell \, that the book_of Policie might be eftabliſhrd by 
a» AR of privie Conncell, while a Parliament be holden, 
«© which it might be confirmed by a Law. 

The extent of the Ai} mais at Dundic, wa interpreted 
and explained in the Aſſembly bolden at Glalyow, in 
April 1581. Seſi. 6. «« foloweth; Ancnt the At made 
in the Aﬀembly holdca at Dwxdie againit Biſhops, be» 
cauſe ſome dithcultic appeared to lome Brethren to ariſe 
out of the word ( © ffice ) contained in the faid Aft, what 
ſhould be mcancd , the Aſſembly conliſting for 
the moſt part of ſuch as voted, and were prelentin the 
Aſcmbly at Dane, to take away the ſaid ditticultic, rc- 
folving upon the true mcaning and underſtanding ot the 
Gd AR, dcelare that they mcaued wholly to condemne 
the whole cliate of Biſhops, as they are new. in Scor/and ; 
an that the ſame ways the determunation and conchulion 
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of the Allembly at this tune , becauſe ſome Brethren 
donbted whether the former Act was to be underſtood of 
the Spirituall funtion onely, and others alleaged. that the 
whole office of 4 Biſhop, as1t was uſed, was damnable,and 
that by the ſaid AR, the Biſhops ſhould be charged to 
dimit the ſame : this Aſſembly declareth that they meaned 
wholly to condemne the whole cſtate of Biſhops, as they 
were then in Scorlaxd, And that this was the meaning of 
the Aſlembly at that time, 

The Kings ({ ommi fſtoney preſented unto this Aſſemblie 
the Confeſſion of Faith , ſubſcribed by the King and his 
howſhold, not long before together with a plot of the Preſ< 
byteries to be eretted, which 15 Regiſtrate the books of 
the A ſen blie, with a Letter to be airetted from bis Ma- 
jeftie to the Noblemen, and Gentlemen of the Comntrey, for 
their attion of Preſbyteries , confufling of Paſtors and 
Ellers, and diſſolurions of Prelaries, and with an offer to 
ſet forward the Policie untill it were eftabliſhed by Pay- 
liament : The Kings letter ſubſtribed by his hand, tothe 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, wit read in open audience of the 
whole +Afſembly, 

T his Aſſembly ordained the book of Policie to be inſert 
iu the Regi/ter by the Af following, 

For atmuch as trave!l hath been taken in the framing of 
the Policic of the Kirk , and dtvers furts have been made 
by the Magiltrate for Approbation thereof, which yet 
hath nor taken the happy e#e& , which good men would 
wiih, yet that the polteritic may judge well of the pre» 
lent Age, and of the meaning of the Kirk ; the Aſſzmiblic 
hath concluded, that the book of Policic aorced to 1ndt- 
vers Aſle  blics betore, ſhould bc reg, iltrate 111 the Acts 
of the Kirk, and remaiiue therein ad per prrnwam ro moms- 
yam : And the Cojucs thereot ro be taken to every Price 
bytcric ; of which book the Tenor followeth,&c. 

{mmeauately after the inſerting of the book »f Policie, 
called there the book of Diſcipline ; T be Aﬀembly ordained 
thai the C anjeffon of Faith be ſubſcribed as followeth 
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Anent the Confeſſion of Faith lately ſet forth by the 
Kings Majeſtic, and ſubſcribed by his Highneſle : the 
Aſlembly in one voyce acknowledgeth the ſaid Confel@ 
fion to be a true, Chriſtian,and faithfull Confeflion, to be 
agreed unto by ſuch as trucly profefle Chriſt , and have a 
care of Religion, and the tenour thereof to be followed 
out cfoldly , as the fame is laid out in the faid Proclama- 
tion, wherein that Diſcipline is ſworn to. 

Ju the generall Aſſemblic holden at Edinburgh 1» Os. 

ber 1581. Seff. 10, Mr. Robert Montgomery 5s accuſed 
for teaching that as/cypline is a thing indifferent ; Seſ5, 25, 
The Aſſemblie gave Commiſſion to the Preſbytery of 
Stirling , co charge MF, Robert —_—_ to Continue 
in the Miniſtry of Stirling, and nor to e with any 
ether office or funFion of the Kirk ; namely, in aſpirin 
to the Biſhoprick_ of Glaſgow, ka the Word of G 
and Atts of the Kirk, , under the pain of Excommuni-« 
ration. 
In the ſame «Aſſembly it tr acknowledged that the eſt ate 
of Biſbopr is condemned by the Kirk, Commuſſion for exe- 
iton of moe Preſbyteries was renewed : and anew Ordi- 
nance made for fubſcribing the Confeſſion of Faith, and to 
proceed againſt whatſorver perſons that would not aknow- 
ledge and ſubſcribe the ſame. 

In the Aſſembly holden in April 1582. there was a new 
Commuſſion for erettion of Preſbyteries where none was 4s 
yet erefted : Mr. Robert Montgomery , pretending to be 
Bifbop of Glaſgow , was ordained to be depoſed and exe 
FORNUAICATE, EXCEpt _— evident tokens of Repent ance, 
and promiſe to ſuperſeed , which be dd wot * and therefore 
Was rxcommunicate ſhortly after , according 1# the or ds- 
nance of this Aſſembly. 

In the generall Aſſembly bolden at Edinburgh 1582. 
The General A fſembly gave Conmuſſion ts ſome Preſby- 
terier to try and cen{wure ſuch as were called Biſhops, ; 4 
the great 7 from ariſing by their «1mpunitic. Commuſſion 


a given at this A ferubly to preſent ſame Articles ts ihe 
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follows. », 


Comncell and eftates , for approving and eft abliſhing by 
their authoritie the Preſbyteries, the Synodall and Generall 
Aſſemblies in the 19. Seſſ. the Aſſemblie declared that no 
Biſhop may fit wpon the Councell in name of the Kirk, 

In the A (ſemblic holdews Arno 1586. theſe tmo Articles 
were agreed upon. Firſt , It 1s found that all ſuch as the 
Scripture appointeth Governors of the Kirk, to wit, Pa- 
ſors, Doors , and Elders may conveenc to the generall 
Aﬀſemblies , and vote in Ecclelialticall matters. Secoud- 
ly , There arc foure Othice-bearers ſet down to us by the 
Scriptures , to wit, Paſtors, Doctors, Elders, and De+« 
cons, and the name of Biſhop ought not to be taken, as it 
hath been in the time of Papiltry, but is common toall 
Paſtors and Miniſters. 

In the A (ſembly holden Anno 1587. Sclis, 8. It was or 
dained that the admiſſion of Mr. Robert Moutgomery by 
the Preſbyterie of __— ſuppoſe to the T emporalitie of 
the Biſhoprick, only, be wndove and anulled with all poſſt« 
ble diligence, to the effett Slander nught be removed from 
the Kirk. In Sel(s. 15, Mr. Rob. Pont fhewed the Kings 
preſentation to the Bi ck of Cathnes, and ar fred Fi 
Indgement of the Aſſemblie, TheeAſſemblic in their Let« 
ver to the Kings AMajeſtie , declared that they judged the 
ſaid Mr, Rob to be a Biſhop already , according to the do- 
(rine 4 $, Paul: but as to that corrupt eftate or office of 
theſe who hath been termed Biſhops heretofore , they found 
* not agreeable te the word of God, and that it hath bees 
dammed wn divers Aſſemblies before. 

In the Iiſlruttion: given to ſuch as were appointed tt 
waite wpon the Parikiament , it was ordained in the ſone 
Aſſembly, Sefr. 19. that they be cavefall that nothing bo 
admitted prejudiciall to the liberties of thu Kirk, a4 it was 
goncl dtcorduny fo the Word of Godinthe generall Aſ- 

ſexublies, preceeding the year 1584, bus preciſely to ſeek, the 
ſane to be ratified in tho ſormbiie bellows March 1 5 39. 
where the eAvticles wore made for the /ub/cribing the con- 
fofſion of Faith with a General{ bad , it was ord. ned 44 
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* For ſo machss the Neighbour Kirk it E is urs 
derſtood to be heavily troubled for mai Ing of the 
true diſcipline and government, whoſe griefes to 
move us : therefore the Presbyteric of Edirbirgh wis 
ordained to comfort the ſaid Kirk in the aid matter. 

In the «A fſemblie holden 1590, whew the Confeſſion of 
Faith was ſubſtribed nniverſally de novo, eA ratification 
of the liberties of the Kirk, in ber Juriſdi lion, Diſcipline , 
Preſoyteries, Synods, and general Aſſemblies, 4nd an ab- 
rogation of all rhings contrary thereunro ; was ordained to 
be ſought both yl SI and Parliament, In the next 
Seſſion, it was ned that the book of Diſtipline , [deci 
ally the contreverned heads , fhould be bent by v1 Ms. 
wiſhes that beare , or hereafter were to beare office in this 
Kirk, and that they be charged by the Preſbyteries andev 
the paine of E xcommunic ation * /roks the Word of Gol 
cannos be keeped in fincerity, wnleſſe the holy Diſcipline be 
preſerved, The Preſbyteries were ordanied to ger 4 ( opie 
wader the Clerks hand ; there was ſundry Copier ſubſcri- 
bed by the Miniſters in the Preſbyteries yet exrant, as Had- 
goon, Damfermling, &c. produced befare the A ſew» 


In the Aſſembly 1591. Scls. 4. The former Af nent 
the ſabſcription ro the book of Poticie ir renued, and penat- 
fit impoſed won vor Moder ator, in caſt it be wot pat i ex- 
Futon. 

In the Aſſembly 22. May 1592. Scfs. 2. Theſe articlet 
were dr awe wp, That the Alt; of Parliament made 15684, 

ainſt the Diſcipline , Libertic , and Antboririe of the 
Kirk be anilted, and the ſame Diſcipline , whereof the 
Kirk hath been in pratiice , preciſely ratified ; that Ab- 
bite, P ryevier, and other Prelats pretending the title of the 
Kirk , be wot ſifferedin time comming. [n the eleventh 
Seſſion, the wuneber of the Preſb 'Jreries were given « > and 
nſerr ins the Parkeonent immediately following, T fe 
of Tane 1594, The Libertie, Diſciplint an1 luriſaiftien of 
the rywe Kiki ber Selons, Preftyrerier, Synodalt and 

D 3; general 


22 


EPISCOPACIE 


general Aſemblics is largely ratified, as the [ame was ſed 
and exerciſed within this Realm , and all the Atl; contrary 
thereto abrogatc : the Kings prerogative declared mot to 
be prejudicialt to the ſame priviledges grounded upon the 
Word of God: the former Commiſſions to Biſhops 1584, 
re/crmaed, and all eccleſfraſticall matters [mbjeltead to Fre/- 
byteries , according to the diſcipline of this Kirk. Aung 
1595. the Book of Policie with other eAls 15 ratified and 
ordained to be printed, 

It was alſo cleared that Epiſcopacie was condemned in 
theſe words of the Confeſſion, His wicked Hicrarchic, For 
the Popi/h Hierarchie doth confiſt of Biſhops, Preſbyters, 
and Deacons , that is Baptizing and Preaching Deacons : 
for [oe ut #4 determined in the Conncell of Trent, tn the 4, 
Chap. De Sacramento ordinis, Cant. 6, S1 quis d1xerit 
11 Eccleſi2 Catholici non cfic Hicrarchiam diving ordi- 
natione inltitutam , quz conltat ex Epiſcopis, Pret- 
byteris & Miniſtris , anathema fit. Bellarmine /ike- 
wiſe 1n his Book De Clericis Cap. 11. /aith, That there arc 
three Hicrarchics in the Militant Kirk : The ftirft of Bi- 
ſhops, the ſecond of Pricits, the third of Deacons ; and 
that the Deacons arc alſo Princes , if they be compared 
with the people : Th propoſition following ; Hierar- 
chia eccletiaſtica conſtat ex Pontihce, Cardinalibus, Ar- 
chicpiſcopis, Epiſcopis & Regularibus , was cenſured by 
the facnltic of T beologie in the Umverftie at Paris, 44 
followeth ; Iu iſta prima propoſitione enumeratio mem- 
brorum Hierarchiz Ecclcſialticz ſeu facri Principatus , 
divina ordinatione inſtituti cit manca & redundans atg; 
inducens in errorem contrarium dcterminationi lacrz 
Synod Tridenting : The propoſition was defe(tive, becanſt 
I | wan) waraz 4g Preſiyters and Deacons ; 14 was Cenſus 
red a7 redundant, becauſe it made the Hierarchic to confi 
of the Pope, ( ardinals, Archbrſhep, and Regular: ; the 
Pope 1 net within the Hierarchuic, Pr irnati . Aletropelitans, 
and Arc hbiſhops , but as they are biſhops, F urthermore , 
thu Hicrarchic ' d:flingusfed i the { onfefſion from ihe 
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Popes Monarchic, and hewbeit this Hierarchic be called "= 
the Antichriſts Hicrarchie , yer it 5s nor ro diſtinguiſh be« 
twixt the Hicrarchic s» the Popiſh Kirk, and any other as 
lawfull : but the Hierarchic wbereſorver it is, us called his ;* 
as the reft of the Popiſh corruption are calle4hi, to wit, Ir1- 
vocation of Saints, Cannonization of Saints, Dedication: 
of Altars, &c. are called hs , not that there is another law- 
full Cannonization, Invocation or Dedication of Alt.urs = 
whatſoever Corruption wAi 11 the Kirk , either ts Do- 
Brine, wor ſhip, or Government, ſince the Myſterie of Indie 
quitie began to work, and is ritained, and maincained by 
the Pope, and obtrude4 wpon the Kirk by bis Anthoritie 
are his. A paſſage al/o out of the Hiftory of the Councell of 
Tretit was allcaged , where it 15 We os that the Councett 
would not define the Hicratchie by the feven Orders : we 
bave in our Confeſſion of Faith the manifoLi Orders ſet 4 
part and diſtinguiſhed from the Hirrarchit, but 465 it is det 
down in the {anon above cited : we have un the book, of Poe 
licie or ſecond book of Diſcipline, in theend of the jecond 
Chapter, thu Concluſion agreed upon. [heretore all the 
ambitious Titles inventcd 11 the Kingdome of Antichrilt, 
and 4r+ his ufurped Hierarchie, which arc not of one of 
theſe foure ſorts, to wit, Paltors, Doors, Elders and 
Deacons : together with the orhces depending thereup» 
en, in onc word ought to be rcjeRed, 

All which and many other Warrants being publikly read, 
and particularly at greit length ex anuined, + all objections 
anſwered in face of the A(ſemblie, all the members of the: 
A ſſermblic being muny times te ire and required to propone 
their doubts ar:4 . rwples, and every one being beard to the 
fall and aftcr mah gitation as fully (atirfied; The Mo- 
derator at Liſt cx rting every one to doc lave hu mund 444 
put the mayr'y to 1 y wwe 88 theſe ternves © Whether ac- 
cording to the Cortethioan of Tath , as it was protefed1n 
the year 1:80. 151. and 1590. there be any other Bi- 
ſhop, but a Paitou: of a particular ftlock , having no po* 


wcr nor prehequacnce nor power over his Brethren: , 
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and whether by that Confeſſion, as it was then profef. 
ſed, all other Epilcopacie is abjured, and ought to be rc» 
moved out of this Kirk, 
- The whole A ſſemblic moſt nnanimonſ[ly , without contra 
diftion of any one (and wane one allanerly ) 
profeſs for yay of noind, did veyce , That all E» 
iſcopacic dibcrent om that of a paſtour over a party 
cular flock, was abjurcd in this Kirk , and to be re- 
moved out of it, And therefare. prohibits nuder Eccleþ. 


call are to nſarpe, accept , defend, or obey the 
ITS therrof 111 thme commune. 4 


ColleAed, viſied , and extrafted forth of the 
Regiſter of the As of Aſſemblic by me 
Ar. A. Fobnftene Clerk thereto , under 


my figuc and ſubſcription manuall 
Edinburgh, the 13; 
of Jan, 1638 
A. Iohnftone Cler. Ecd. 
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Cray. IIE. 
Diſcuſſing the foure Conſiderations whereby they 
- ' Þere moved tomake this AF, 


OT Covenanters before they come to the point, in 
the beginning of the AR, have ſet down foure con- 
fiderations whereby they alleage they were moved, yea 
forced uf Neccſhty to conchide this Act againit Biſhops : 
and albeit they doe not direAly appertaine to the tab- 


ſtance of the Controverſe , yet we will ſhortly oblerve 


lome tew notes thereupon, to ſhew upon what imperti- 
nent Conſiderations thts Act hath been grounded. 

Their tuſt Conſideration ts of the kable good- 
neſle and great mercic of God , manifeſted to this Natiore 
ia that excellent and divine work of Reformation , 
brought to perfeton , not onely in Dotrine and wore 
ſhip , but alſo in Diſcipline and Government, &c. 

Whereupon firſt we mult remark, that if they had ſerf« 
ouſly contidered that excellent work of Refurtmation , 
with duc reſpet towards theſe worthy Reformers , 
(whom God uſed as ini{truments in eftcuating that 
work ) they ſhould never have been moved thereby ta 
have concluded fuch an AR as this, fo direQtly contrar 
to their mind ; for they at the Reformation did citablif 
luch a diſcipline and government in the Church accor- 
ding to Gods Word, as whereby one Paltour under the 
Name of Superintendent might lawfully have power and 
preheminence o7ct other Brethren of the Miniſtrie, and 
over moe particular flock that one ; which diſcipline 
and government continued with happic fucceſle in the 
Church ot -Scer land , above tlurty yeers atter the Retor- 
mation : bur they have made this AR quite contradito- 
nie thereto ; That it i net lanfog! for one Paſtor t'e have 
power and prebenunence over otixr Brethren, nor ot'(y mot 
pariientar fiork_ than one. 


3, That wiuch they alleage that the ſecond Poo! 
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Diſcipline is the perfection of the work of Reformation , 
can no wiſe be true ; for that cannot rightly be called the 
perfectionof any thing, which doth reverſe and deſtroy 
the ſubſtance and nature thereof ; but (o it is that the Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed by the ſecond book of Diſcipline, 
which was presbytertall, including an ablolute paritie 
mongſt Paſtors, did reverſe and deltroy the nature of the 
government c{tabliſhzd by the Reformation , which was 
Epiſcopal , including direRly Superioritic of one Paltor 
over Others ; and therefore 1t could no waycs truely be 
called the perfection thereof, 

3. It isfalſe that this Diſcipline was eſtabliſhed by the 
Confeilion of Faith, as ſhall be hereafter qualiticd by dif- 
cuiling all the paſſages falſly and impertinently alleaged 
for the ſame : As likewiſe I fee not how it can be true, 
that this book of Ditctpline was cltabliſhed by the con- 
tinuall practice of the Church , for ſome points thereot 
were never practiſcd in the Church of Seerland, and 
thoſe which were practiſed contrary to the eſtate of Bi- 
ſhops, were not 4 long continuance ; the practice of 8. 
OT 1O, or 15, yeers ( which 1s the moſt I can reckon ) can» 
not be accounted ſuch a continued praftice, as may make 
preſcription againſt the continuall practice of the whole 
Chriſtian Church for many hundred yeares before , and 
above (ix and thirtic yeeres ſince the approved pratice of 
the prey points of their Diſcipline were dilcontt» 
nued, as we ſhall ſhew more particularly hereafter. 

Their ſecond Conſideration is, that by mens ſeeking 
their own things and not the things of Chriſt, many In- 
s novations and great evils have becn obtruded upon the 
Church, to the utter undoing of the work of reformatt- 
on, and change of the whole forme of worthip and tace 

of the Church. 

To this we anſwer ,,that thoſe Conſtitutions of the 
Church ( which they call Novations and Evils , fuch as \ 
the citabliſhing of Biſhops ; Baptiſe in private places in 
gaic of Necgthuc ; reycrent Kneeling in the At of recei- 
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ving the Supper of the Lord ; not refuſing to give it to 
the ſick who carneltly defire it ; the thankfull remem- 
brance of Gods ſpeciall benefits by prayer ; and preaching 
of the Word upon certaine appointed dayes; the Catechi- 
zing of yong children; and preſenting of them to the Bi- 
ſhop to bleile them by prayer for increaſe of knowledge 
and continuance of Gods grace) ate neither evils in theme 
ſelves, but tending to the removall of evils from the 
worſhip of God : as irreverence and contempt of the 
Sacraments, neglc of a thankfull remembrance of Gods 
ſpeciall benetits, and ignorance in youth, and to the clta-- 
bliſhing of great good in the Church, as ſound Govern- 
ment , Reverence un the worſhip of God, thankfulneſle 
for Gods benchts , increaſe of knowledge in the yonger 
fort, and Spirituall comfort to Chriſtian foules in Di- 
ſtrefſe : Neither are they to be accounted Novations, but 
rather a reſtoring of the ancicnt Conſtitutions and Cu- 
ſtomes of the Primitive Church in her pureſt times, 

2. Thelc things cannot be ſaid to be obtruded upon 
the Church, which were reccived by the Conſent hacked 
the Church in Generall Aſſemblies, and by the whole bo- 
dy of the Kingdome in Parliament, as all thoſe Conltitu- 
tions which they challenge have becn : but on the con» 
trary , thoſe things are ſaid more trucly to be obtruded 

n the Church , which arc not brought in citherby 
Aſcmblic or Parliament , yea drrely againit the Acts of 
both ſtanding in force are violently urged upon the peo- 
ple, not oncly to reccive them funply , but4:kewile to 
{wear {ul:muly to the truth thereot by the great name of 
God, and that not by any having authorgy or lawtull 
Calling thercunto, but by certaine ſcditious private per- 
ſons : and luch arc their {cditious Covenant and impcr- 
fincuit applications, or falſe taterpretations ot the Con- 
telhon of Faith ; whereby many perſons of ſundry citates 
were by tallc alurements and violent threattungs, torced 
againlt their minds, to {wear directly diſobedience to the 
Kings Laws and Colltitutons of the Church, 
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Finally, it is alſo falſe, that thoſe things which they 
call Novarions, have wndone the work, of Reformation, and 
changed the whale forme of Godr worſhip or face of the 
Church : For the work of Reformation 1s rather reſtored 
by the eſtabliſhing of Biſhops, which was deſtroyed in 
that point by their Presbyteriall Government, and abſo- 
hte partie of Paſtors ;- as we have tonched already, and | 
ſhall be more fully clcered hereafter. Then albert ſome 
Circumſtances and Ceremonies in Gods worſhip, md 
externall apparell of the Church have been changed, yet 
the ſubſtance and forme of Faith, Religion, worſhip, and 
the Beautitull face of the Spouſe of Chriſt, the Church, ; 
doth notwithitanding remaine (till without charr2e or al- 
tcration ; which S. eAuitin Epift. $6. exprefieth fitly, 
ſpeaking of the like Novations i11theic and Una fides 
eff univerſe Feelefie, tametſi ip/a fidei nnitas quibu/dam 
arverſis obſer vationibns celebratur ,quibus nullo moo quod 
in fide vernm oft impedit ur, omnis enum pulchritudo filia re- 
gu intrinſecns,ille antem obſervationes que varie celebran- 
nr, in ejus veſte intellipuntur. That is to ſay , The faith 
of the wniw'er(all ( Bur: b is one, although the wnitic of the 
Faith it ſelf be celebrated by ſome diver fitic of obſer1/4- 
tions, whereby the truth of faith is net hindved ; for all the , 
Beanutie of the K ings danghter 15 within, But th-/e ob/er< 
vations which are aiverfly celebrated ave in her apparell. 
And Tertullian lib. de v1rP, veland. faith, Regula quider 
fret una omnino eff ſola immobilis irreformabilir, oc, 
And alttle after, Hac lege hdei manente, cater a 141 4a) 08 
pline & converſations admittunt novitatem corretiions , 
operante o& profiriente que T: finem grats.e D-s. That 1s 
tofay, The rule of Faith is altogether one only, wnch ar ge- 
able, and /uch a1 admitteth no reformation ; this Law of 
Faith ſtand; ng firme , thevelt that comcerne diſcipline and 
rf or mation wiy anhmit the Noveltic of Correttion by the 
F FACE « f God , which work.'th \A profitable progreſſe Fi .ML, | 
the end. ; 

I cur third Conſniaation is, that by the Kings urgin®? 
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of the Buok of Common Praycr, they kiiowimng no other 
way to preferve Religion, were movedbyGop , and 
urged by Neceſlity to renew the Nationall Covenant, 
which the Lord fince hath bleſſed from heaven, wnd to 
ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith with an Application , 
abjuring and ſuſpending all Novations he uItrO\lUs 
cl, till they ſhould be tncd in a free generall Allembly, 
TothisI anfwer, firſt, that the Kings urging of the 
Book of Common praycr was not the true cficntiall cauſe 
of thei rebellious Covenant, but oncly an occalion gree- 
dily apprehended by the Ring-leaders, to make that a pre» 
ext to [tirre up the people to Foiow them in theu Re- 
bellion, which they had before purpoſe in their heart : 
For , it it had been the true cauſe when the King diichar- 
ged that book, their Rebellion had there ceaſed ; for /ab- 
lata vera Canſa an nat gc" , the trwe cauſe being taken 
away the effett mui? need; ceaſe : But (0 it is that their Ree 
bellion did never (hew it (elf in lo damnable cffcats, as it 
ad after the diſchargeof the book of Common prayer , 
and granting of all their petitions. 2. The urging of that 
Book containing nQ unptuus thing againlt God , nor 
tuctfullto true Religion, could not be a juſt motive ta 
move them by any Neceſlitic to ſuch an ation, as by the 
kudamentall Laws of the Kingdoms is declared to Le 
high Treafon; when as Subjects without permiſlion or 
knowledge of the Kings Majzltie , dog combine thems 
ſelves in a mutuall band of maintenance againſt all per- 
fons whatſocyer , not excepting the King ther Sov 
ralgne ; yea, it 1s molt cvident that this Reactions Cove- 
nant was intended againlt the Kings Majcitic directly , 
and againſt him oncly ; albeit they canningly difkemole 
and pretcnd the contrary ; for from whom could {0 ma» 
by potznt Noblcinen aud gentlemen of ſuch worth, with 
& great a number of their tollowers, pollibly or by any 
kkdihood fear any danger or hare in their perſoos vr 
eltates, for rcfalng the Book of Common prayer , or 
other tlungs which they call Janovations, wgce chietly 
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King onely they feared danger, being conſcious to them» 
ſclves of their miſ-demcanors and Rebellious intentions, 
by which it is morethan evident , that the band of mw- 
ruall defence was onely ptended againlt the Kings Ma- 
jettics ſelf. 

3. Was there no other way to preſerve Religion, but 
by Dilobedience and Rebellion? it is a dangerous and 
harmefull phyſick , which preſcribes a remedic wore 
than the diſcaſc 1 fclf : the greatcit danger which could 
come to Religion by this Book, was only in circumſtan- 
ccs, Ceremonies, and ſome miſ-interpreted words, which 
being rightly underſtood could not have been rejected by 

eaccable, wile and underitanding men, they might have 
nw better interpreted or otherwiſe corrected , than by 
open diſobedience to God and his Anointed : as Obeds- 
ence ( according to the ſaying of the Prophet ) « better 
than ſacrifice : (0 Diſobedicnce and Rebellion bringeth 
more danger and harine to Religion, than the alteration 
of ſome indiftereat Ceremonics aid Circumſtances can be 
ablc to doc, as any wiſe man may conſider by the miſcras 
ble effe&s which ordinarily accompanicth Rebellion. 

4 It 1s falſe alſo that they were moved thereto by 
God. For God is the God of order, and the God of peace, 
the author and commander of obedicnce unto Superiors ; 
and therefore cannot be called without blaſphemic, the 
author of Rebellion, Difobedience, Diſorder, and Contus 
fron in Church or Common-wealth, ſuch as this C ove- 
tiant is 1n it {colt , and hath produced all thoſe cvils as the 
proper cftccts thereof : It is the doQrine of Anabaptiſts 
and taaaticall Libertines to aicribe, all the fooliſh conceits 
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of their braines to the motion of Gods Spirit : But cer+ 
tainly, it 1s more probable that they have been moved to 
this Rebellious Covenant by that Spirit, whereby Chore, 
Dathan, and Abiram were moved to make whurrection, 
drawing all the Congregation of Ifracl to Rebellion 

ainſt Afoſes and Aaron, ſince both the Adts arc very 
like one to another, as is cvident by conſidering the cir- 
cunſtances. That Traitor Reviliack, who killed Henry 
the Fourth of France,was as confident in his imaginatt= 


on ; athrming, cven to the death, that he was not 
parQul reſpe&, or inſtiga= 
y 


moved to that Fat by any 
tion of another perſon, but onely by Ged and the Vir- 
gin Mary. 

5. It 18 falſe alſo that they were thereto drawn by Ne- 
callitie ; it was thought indeed that thoſe of Lower Ger- 
wary. were drawn by ſome Neceſſity, to contederate 
them{clves together againſt the King of Spaine , ( who 
was their Prince indeed ) yet wen A nor any of his 
Predeceliors had fach abſolute Soveraigntie over them , 
as our King hath over Scotland ; becauic he violented 
their conſciences, compelling themnot onely to forſake, 
but alſo to forſwear the true Religion, and unbrace Po- 
pith Idolatric ; not by Proclamations onely, but by fire 
and (word, and crucll torments in che Inquittion ; wher- 
by many thouſands of them were put to death molt cruel- 
| + ry ever they made any combination amongft 

{elves,or refuſed duc Obedicnce to their Prince. Al- 
thoagh neverthelefle many wile and learned men arc of 
opinton, that their rifing in Armes againſt their Prince , 
was not altogether jultifiable before God : much l:Me 

n can our Covenanters allcage truely, that they were 
drawn by any Necefſitic to this Rebellious combination ;z 
luce for the refuſall of that book, never a man in Scor= 
land had loſt his life or citatc,or a drop of his bloud,or was 
aned in afarthing, or had his body imprifoncd, or a haire 
Of his head touch'd before that Covenant, 

6, Thcy allcage that this was a renewing of the _ 
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tionall Covenant injoyned by King mes, which is moſt 
falſe ; for it was a plaine contrating of ancw one, df 
ferent in Subſtance from that which was {ſwornceither 
the year 15 80, or 1 590. as they know well,and their own 
conſcience beares them witnes, The ſubſtance of a Co- 
venant conliſts 1. in the Authoritie whereby it is con- 
cluded, 2. Inthe partics betwixt whom. 3. In the mat- 
ter or Articles w to they bind themlclves. 4. In 
the end for the which it is contracted ; but in all theſe 
points, this Covenant is difterent from the tormer injoy+ 
ned by King James of Wfppy memory. 

Firlt, the Kings Covenant was injoyned by the Autho- 
ritic of the King and his Conncell, who only under God 
hath power to bind all his Subjects ; but this was onely 
framed and urged by private men, upon thote,over whom 
they had no lawtull Authoritic, civill or ccclc{:alticall, 

Secondly , in that Covenant the parties were the Kingy 
Majeltie our dread Soveraign on th'one part, and all his 
Subje&ts on th'other part : in this, the pat tics are ſome 
particular private perſons, Noblemen, Barrons, Gentles 
men, Miniſters, Burgeſtes, and Commons amongſt them- 
felves, excluding the Kings Majcltic. 

Thirdly , the matter and Articles whercunto all are 
bound 1n the firſt Covenant, arc the maintenance of true 
Religion according to the Conteſtion of Faith , Abju- 
ration of all Antichriltian and Popiſh errors, the defence 
of the Kings Majcltics perſon, Authoritic and eſtate ; but 
i this, albcit they pretend to bind themaſelves by oath to 
the defence of ul theſe, yet 1s it but a pretext to cover 
their Rebellion, and Protefatio contra fattuw : tor it is 
evident that they have in this very Fa, many waycs in- 
croached upon the Kings Majcthes Authoritje and ctate, 
eontrarie to the fundatuentall- Laws of the Kingdoine ; 
but the principall Articles whereto they bind themſelves 
15, 1, Toſtand together inthe mutuaſbdetence one of an- 
other agairiſt all pertons whattoever. 2, To 'the main- 
tenance of their falfe Applications of the Confellion of 
L aith 
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Faith added thereunto,like the Glofle of Orleans, deltroy- 
ing the meaning of the Text. 3. To forbear the practice 
of all choſe things'which they call Novations, conſtituted 
by the conſent of the Church, ratified in Parliament, and 
commanded by the King, which is dire&tly to ſwear dil- 
obedience both to the King and the , and conſc- 
quently toGod alſo. 4. To reje& the preſent Govern- 
ment of the Church cſtab!1ſhed by the Kings authoritie , 
conſent of the Church in divers generall Aſſemblics , 
and of the'whole eſtates in Parliament : finally , to ſap- 
= one of the three eſtates ff Parliament , y de- 
ying the fundamentall Laws of the Kingdome, 
Fourthly, the end of the firſt Covenant was to main- 
taine and concord both in Church and Common- 
wealth(which was many wayes diſturbed in thoſe times) 
and defence of the Kingdome from externall Invaſions 
and inward Seditions, which were upon too evident 
ds then feared : but in this their Covenant the chict 
ntended end was todiſturbe the peace both in the Church 
and Kingdome, by ſtirring up ſeditious tations therem 
againſt the King and his Loyall Subjes, that inthoſe 
troubles ( as fiſhing in troubled waters ) they might 
work their own particular ends : and not to exclude cx- 
ternall invaſions, but rather to open a gate for ſtrangers 
to enter, and if their ſecret practices with the King of 
France, ard the Eſtates of Holand could have prevailed 
(8 they were confident they ſhould ) to have brought in 
rraigne forces within the bowells of the Kingdorme ; 
But praiſed be God , thoſe Eſtates were wiſer than 1o, as 
to afliſt Subjcs in their unjult Rebellion againſt their 
naturall Prince. 
F inally, we mult not omit their fooliſh and vaine boalt- 
ing here,and in their other pamphlets often repeated »/g 
Nanſcam, that their Rebellious Covenant hath been 
by the Lord blefſe4 from Heaven ; they conceree (0 , be- 
cauſe of the great applanic it hath had »wong!t themiclvs, 
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eerprizes againſt the Kings Caltles, i11 putting their Ar- 
mies to the fictd, and harming the Kings loyall Subjeas 
without preſcat damage to thernlelves : but let not him 
that putteth on his Armour boalt himſelf, as he that pur- 
teth it off 5 Chore, Dathan and Abirars had good ſuccelle 
at the firft,and drew after them in their Rebellious Cove- 
nant two hundred: and fiftic Princes of the Aſlemblie, 
famous in the Congregation, and men of Renoune, as it 
is written, Numb. 16.2, And a great many of the peq- 
ple againſt Aſofes and Aaron , the Prince of the people, 
and the high Priclt of thg Lord whom God had (ct over 
them ; So that Moſes being greatly altoniihed, fell down 
moſt abje&ly upon his face before them, and could not 
know how to repreſle that Sedition , except the Lord 
had comforted and dire&ed him : thele men might have 
thought as our Covcnanters.doc , that the Lord had blt- 
ſed their enterprize from Heaven ; yet ere it was long 
they found Gods ju't Iudgement and Curie both from 
Heaven and Earth, for the Earth ſwallowed up ſome of 
them quick , and others were deltroyed by tire trom Hea- 
ven : Let all Seditious Reoclls therefore learn: by this 
cxainple to repent in time, and not to boalt tov cont- 
dently of their preſent tucceſle, but fear the erd. 

The fourth and lalt Conlideration is, becauſc his Maje- 
ſties Commiſſioners and Councell., by the Kings Com- 
mandinent,and others ofhiis Subjects by ordinance of the 
Counccll,had lubſcribed the Contellion of Faith without 
their Applications;and that both the oac & the other Sub- 
{cribcrs had donc it accorduig to the date,tcnor and mcan- 
ing it had A», 1581. there, fur tlicy conlidered that it was 
expedicnt and proper for th2 generall Aflemblic to d-- 
clare the true mcamng thereof, as it was at firſt proferled, 
to the end that all his Majeltics Subjects may be one mind 
and heart , and have full ſatisfation to all their doubts. 

Concerning this Conhdcration, we mult obſerve that 
howloever the ſubſcribers of that rebellious Covenant 
did underſtand the Contcilion of Faith, yet thole who 
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did ſubſcribe the Kings Covenant at his Majcſtics com- 
mand , both firſt and laſt , could not lawfully ſwear to it 
in any other ſence than the King who required the oath 
did underſtand the ſame ; for this is molt certaine, Thar 
all oathes required by a magiſtrate ſhould be taken in the 
direl? and aplataedo meaning of him who required the oath : 
But it is cyident that his Majeſtic declared himiclt plain- 
ly enough , that he d1d not require his Councell, nor his 
other ſubjeAs,to fwear this Confeſſion infuch meaning -$ 
therby cither Epiſcopacy. or the other cltabliſhed Canſtt- 
tutions of the Church ſhould be abjurcd ; for otherwiſe, it 
bad been a deluding of Is Naj-ſties Command by a letur- 
ticall » Arn ho tcach their Sup7o'ts that Axiom, 
Unto dangerous interrogatories one mey frame 18 himſelf 4 
fafe ſenſe, and ſwear thereto, though ut be contrary to the 
meaning of bim who required the Oath, 1 herctore | cannot 
conceive, that thoſe: j u{icions and diſcreet Noblemen 
would practiſe Ieluiticall tricks to clude his Majeltics 
Command, in {wearing that Conf:(lion and Covenant wa 
another fenſe than they knew his Maj<liic intended. 

2. Albeit, that in their ſutſcribing and twearing they 
had ail addod expreſ'y that reftricion, According to the 
weaning ur had Anno 1581. yet will it not follow that 
they had any Joubr of the true meaning, for we mult pre- 
luppone that all the Kings loyall Subz<Rts did concerve, 
that that Covenant was nootherwilc underitood at that 
time by King James of happy memory, than it iS now by 
King Charles ; to wit, in luch a ſenſe as might ſtand wit 
Epiſcopacic , neither could it be otherwiſe underſtood as 
we ſhall declace more fully hereafter : and theretore,thole 
needed not this AR of Afllemblic to relolve them ot their 
doubt in this point ; and certainly , this Aſſembly hath 
calten more doubts and ſcruples in the hearts of mcn,than 
ever they ſhall be able to rcfolve, untill it (hall be decla- 
red Null, as indced it is alrcady xcally null in it felt. It 
were an infinit labour to cxamine all the falſhoods of 
thele Couliicrations \ ſuace there is {carce aline or alcr 
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tence thercin, whictrdoth not containe divers falſhoods ; 
yet thoſe which we have remarked arc ſutticicnt to de- 
clare how unfirme thoſe conſiderations arc to ground 
thereupon a Necellitie af concluding this AQ. 


Cray. [II], 
Centaining the ſtate of the Queſtion concerning 


Eviſcopacie, 4s it ® here condemned. 
Hs already diſcuſſed the falſhood and imperti- 


nencie of thoſe foure conſiderations, laid down for 
grounds in their cetothe At; we mult now come 
to diſcuſſe the ARt it (elf ; Bur tirſt of all, before we enter 
to the reaſons pro or conrya, the ſtate of the Controverſie 
muſt be firſt ſet down, for there is nothing more requiſite 
to the clear deciding of any Controverhie , than the right 
Rating of the Quettion ; but chictiy in theſe Controvers 
fies which are to be determined by voyces or ſuftrages in 
2 grave Aſlemblie of the Church , wherein every one 
ought to give his voyce, not according to the example 
or 1injun ion of other men , but according to a certaine 
knowledge and conſcience before God : therefore the 
Queſtion muſt be cleer without ambiguitie, either in the 
matter, or in the words and phraſes ; It is a trick of So- 
phiſters to propoſe a Queſtion or determine it in obſcure 
tguous termes , which may be drawn to contrary 
fenſes ; all fach Queſtions ought to be plaine, clear and 
fimple, and fuch as one may cafily conceive, and anſwer 
thereto direftly and Catcgorically. 

But in this AR of the Aſſemblic the propoſition of the 
Queſtion is fet down, in ſuch ambiguous words and in- 
ericate phraſes , that one can hardly cither underſtand the 
meaning, or give a direft anſwer : And albeit the pro- 
poſition of the Queſtion be fet down in the end ofthe 
ARt aftcr all the Reaſons, yet we mult conſider it in the 
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beginning, to the end we may try how pertinently or im- 
pertinently the reaſons alleage\l, doe conchude the deter- 
mination of the Aflemblie : It is propoſed therefore by 
the Modcrator in theſe words , Whether according to the 
Confefſion of Faith , «s it was profeſſed in the year 1590, 
1581. 01d 1590. there be any other Biſhop, but a Paſtor of 
4 particular flock, an_ prehennnence nor power over 
huy mo, and _ that Wray 44 it was, 
then , all other Epiſcopacie « abjured , and onght 
eons ont of thu Kirk 

Firſt, this propoſition of the Queſtion is altogether 
captious , including a Soptuſme 4 maltic interrogatis ; 
for there are three ſev Queſtions expreſly inc udcd 
therein, which are ſo diffcrent in Nature , that one can« 
not ly anſwer to all tn one manner, 1 Whether ar- 
cording to the Confeſſion of faith, as it was profeſſed in the 
year 15980, 1581, & 1590. there be any other Biſhop, bat 
4 Paſtor of a particular flock,, having ne prebeminence 
wy power over hi; Brethren : to this, the voycers accor- 
ding to the meaning of the Covenanters behoved to 1n- 
fver negative, that there was no other Biſhop. 2, Whe- 
ther by that Confeſſion, as it was then profeſſet, all other 
Epiſcopacie « abjured : Certainely all Covenanters 
ing their own grounds bchoved to anſwer to this affir- 
merove , that all other was abjured, 3. Wherber aff arhey 
—_—_ behoved to be removed out of thir: Kirk, To 

is Queſtion alſo they could not cr but affirma- 
tve, 

Is it not then evident ? that ſuch a queſtion as this 
could not be put to voycing, except by thoſe who had 2 
mind to intangle fimple men by a Sophyſticall propoſt 
tron;; for in all matters which are to be determined by 
voyres, the queſtion ought to beſo propoled, as the voi- 
cers may anſwer by a ſimple attirmation, or by a ſimple 
negation, and as it is called in the Schools aregorice g 
etherwiſe, there bchoved to be a ſtrange confuſion 10! di- 
Ringaiſhing the voices, But to this Queltion as it Was 
t 3 pro» 
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propoſed , no one Catcgoricall anſwer could ve given by 
any, but they bchoved of necellitic to anſwer negative to 
one part, and «ffirmarive to another, I have known the 
Moderator to have been a quick and ſolid Logician, and 
1 ſhould marvell what could make him overſee himiclf {o 
groſly in ſuch a weightic buſmes againt all true Logick, 
if I did not know that palſions and afteions will often 
milcarry wiſe and learned men into great abſurditics : or, 
that perbaps the Queſtion was fo framed at the tables of 
the Covenant , and appointed to be thus propoled at the 
Aſlembly ; therefore he could not alter nor change the 
forme, tax of his Oath of obedicnce to them as his 
Supcriors, although he knew it was againk all Logick 
and good reaſon. 

But lelt they ſhould ob jeR,that if the Queſtions though 
many in number, have ſuch a_neccffary and cfſentiall co- 
hcrence together , that the one being granted, the reſt 
mult be necefſarily granted alſo, or that upon the Nega- 
tive of the one, the artirwative of the other dependcath 
by neceſlary conſequence ; then it is not captious,! ut one 
anſwer may ſuthce for all. To this we au{we: that theſe 
Cy—_ have no ſuch neceſlary Cuhcliun rogether, for 
althuugh the anſwer of the (irlt were grant*d to be true, 
yet the anſwer to the ſecond may be fille, & albeit the ſc» 
cond be granted,the third may be falſc;'or tilt although it 
were granted that by the Confeiliou of Faith, there were 
no other Biſhops but ſuch as were Paſtors over a partic» 
lar flock, and had no preheminence over their Brethren ; 
yet is It not neceſlary to graut, that all others were abju- 
red ; foralbcit there be no other Biſhops qxpreſied inthe 
Confeſhou of Faith, yet that will nut cxclude all others 
that arc not cxpreficd, yea even in divine Scripture ; al- 
though in matters neceſlary to Salvation , Argument ww 
wegativum 4 Scripters be goud and valid, it is not 
written, Ergo it 1s not neceſlary to Salvation ; yet is it not 
fo in all other particulars, not neceſſaric to Salvation, 1t 
15 not written E780 it is not ; much lcfle can ſuch a rcaſon 
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be neceſlarie th hnmane writs , | fach asthe Confeſſion of 


Faith is. Firſt, becaufe all humane writs arc tabje& to 
error,and not infallibly true; then becauſe confeſſions doe 
not comprehend every point, which may by any be cal- 
kd in controverſie , but thoſe onely which arc chicfly 
controverted with their principall Adverfarics : Now 
this point of the preheiminencie of Biſhops, &c, was not 
a point controverted, betwixt the reformers of Religion 
who {ct down the Confeſlion, and thew Adverfarics the 
Papiſts ; And therefore needed not to be mentioned in 
the Confeſſion, and by conſequent, albeit there was no 
ſuch Biſhops according to the Confellion ; yet it is not 
neceſlary that they ſhould be abjured. Then there is as 
little coherence betwixt the laſt two queſtions , for al- 
though it had been abjured at that time, yet wall it not 
folow neceflarily, that it be now removed out of the 
Church for two reaſons ; firft, becauſe then it might have 
been abjured wrongfully and out of Ignorance, bur aftcr- 
wards men comming to better and ſounder knowledge, 
that which raſhly hath been-abjured before, may be lavw- 
fully rcltored now, Next,becaulc if there had been a Law 
and Conſtitution againſt it, for certaine reaſons of not 
expediencic, the Church might have abjurc4 itfor that 
time ; yct that Law being abrogated by lawfull Authort- 
tie, it may be received againe by the Church : for it is 
holden as granted by all, that Oaths given to humane po- 
tive Laws, cither Civill or Ecclefialtick , obliges ao 
longer than the Law ſtands in force ; Now theretore imce 
the Law forbidding preheminencie of one Paſtor over 
others (if any ſuch Law was ) being now abrogated aiid 
the contraric cltabliſhed , this preheminenciz ought not 
to be removed now, though formerly abjured, 

Secondly, There is great Ambiguitics 1n the termes of 
the propolition themlclves , yea, almolt every word hath 
Itsown Ambiguitic : for 1. the word Confeſſron 15 am» 

s, for although there be two writs which by ſame 
we called Contelions , yet there 35 one onely ay 
perfe: 
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perfect profeſſion of Faith of the Church ot Scorland, 
neither ought there to be any more in one Churchzto wit 
that large Confeſſion ſet down at the beginning of the 
reformation, wherein 1s contained all the poſitive Do- 
Arine maintained by that Church , which was acknow- 
ledged & received in the general Aficmbly, Aw. 1560, and 
ratiticd by the whole body of the kingdom in Parliament, 
1567. and inſerted verbatiww in the body of the AR: that 
other which is called the negative Confeſſion is only an 
Appendix of the former,containing an abjuration of cer- 
taine ſpeciall Errors of the Romane Church, 0 it 1s 
doubtfull which of rthoſc Confeſſions is here underſtood. 
2, There is likewiſe an Ambiguity in that word, Accore 
ding to the Confeſſion ; becauſe 1t may be underitocod di- 
verily, for cithcr it umplics that it is expreſly contained 
thercin, and fo it 1s properly according to the ſame ; or 
otherwiſe 1t may ſignihe onely that it is not contrary 
thercunto, though not particularly expreſied : now Epi 
ſcopacic in the firlt ſenſe perhaps is not according to the 
Confeſſion, becauſc it is not expreſly mentioned therein, 
which is no ablurditic as we have ſhown before; yet is it 
according to it in the ſecond ſenſe, becauſe not contrary 
thereunto. 3. There is ambiguiti® in the words ( Az # 
6s profeſſed Anne 1580.c. ) For cither it mult be fig- 
nihed as it was then propoſed in writ or print, and fo 
certainly it was no otherwiſe profcſiced at that time than 
it was from the beginning, __ is now at this preſent ; 
but hath been ever conſcrved unaltered, or uncorrupted 
in the Regiſters of the Church and Kingdome, ſothat 
the particular reſtriction to thote years r 580, 1581. 1590. 
is necdlefic and fupcrfiuous : or by ( Profeſſion ) 15 figni- 
hed the ſenſe or interpretation thereof, as it was under- 
ſtood and interpreted Aw. 15 80.and thus alſo that reſtriQti- 
on of the proteiſion to thoe years, is no lefſe ſixperfuous ; 
for it not be , or at lcaft cught not to have been by 
any Otherwilc interpreted in theſe years, or now , then it 
was undcritood at the beginning by thoſe who ſet it 
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down, for (as we ſay) w1n/qui/s, eſt optrmns [morum teve 
borum interpres, as the tirlt Retormers, who framed that 
Confeſlion, did interpret it in the firlt book of Diſcipline, 
and Ads of divers Aſlſemblics thereafter, {o as it did ap= 

ove the power of one Paltor over others ; Therefore, 
if any d:d interpret it in a contrary ſenſe, they wronged 
greatly the worthy Retormers of the Religion, and we 
arc not now obliged to imitate them in their wrongtull 
dealing. 4. There is Ambiguitic hkewile in the word 
( Biuſbop ) which ſometincs 15 taken ina general, ſcnſe, as 
it is attributed to every Paltor in the Church who hath 
power to overice the actions of the people in Spirituall 
affaires ; ſometimes more particularly, as it ſ1gniticth thoſe 
that have IurifdiFtion both over moc paltors and people 
of a certainc bounds called a D soce/e, as it hath been taken 
1n all Churches ſince the Apoltiles dayes, untill this for- 
mer age, but becauſe this is diſcuſſed in the Queſtion it 
felt I ſpeak no more of it, 

Finally , there is Ambiguitics in thoſe words ( A par- 
ticular flock, ) tor a Niocelc is the particular tlock of a 
Biſhop, aſwell as a Pariſh is the particular fock of a Vi- 
nilter : many more Ambiguities might be remarked in 
the words of this Queltion,, which for bricfnes we ome 
here, but ſhall be (*God willing ) diſcuſſed as occation 
ſerves inthe {ubſequent drſcuurtc, 

Thirdly, it is alſo ſabrl. Sophyticall dealing , that they 
have drawn the Queliton 4 T heſs ad Hypethe/in ; they doe 
not aske whethicr |. piſcopacic be lawtull in it {clt ornot, 
but whether it ſhould be retatued or removed, mm regard 
of the Confeflion of Faith, and of the Covenant, and that 
only as the Confeihon was underſtood Ar.1580.15S1.05 
1599, involving the Queition 1 AMIVCrS intricate luppo- 
fitions, which they have done ſubrilly for their ow" ends : 
firlt , becauſe they were rot able to bring any lob toitt- 
mo!'iy of Scripturc , or agprovcd t ath<rs | 
frue anitiquitic, to prove the unlawhulnchte « 
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this Aſſembly is there one ſyllable produced out of Gods | | 
Word to approve their concluſions, but all their prootes 
are from their Negative Confeſſion of Faith, impudent! » 
wreſted from the true meaning thercot , from the Onh 
of the Covenant Rtrangely mil-applyed, and from certaine 
Aqts of late Generall Aflemblies ; which all at the bclt are 
but humane teſtimonies , and ſuch manner of proofes is 
not conſonant to their ordinary exclamations againſt hu- 
mane ordinances and Traditions of incen, continually pre- 
tending to all their ſpeeches and ations,Gods Word,and 
Conſcience which only is to be grounded thereupon, 2. 
They have framed the Queſtion 1o, reltriting the mean- 
ing of the Confeſſion to the year 1580. &c. becaule it is 
evident that from the reformation untill that tine, they 
could not alleage any AR of Aſlembly or Book of Di- 
{cipline , ſhewing that the Church had any ſuch intentl» 
on as abſolutely to conde:mne Epitcopacie : but by the 
contrary , the C hnrch had declared both by the firlt book 
of Diſcipline , and ARts of divers Aſtemblics { as ſhall de 
fully made clear ) that ſhe did fo explaine her meantog in 
the Confcllion of Faith concerning the point of Govern 
ment, as ſhc did approve expreſly this power and prete- 
minence, and charge over moe. particular Hocks con ; 
demned by this At. 3 They framed the queltion i thts 
manner, to {trike a terror of a feartull perarie upon the 
weak Conſciences of theſe who could not diſcerrie right * 
ly either the quality of the Oath or the matter thereot ; 
to make them more plyable to their Rebelitous projects, 
periwading them, that the ſwearers theinfclves and all 
their polteritic were bound to thc obſervation of that 
Oath, according to their talic interpretation, notwith- 
ſtanding of any interveening Law or Conſtitution ablol- 
ving them from it ; and that this fearfull perjuric could 
never be expiated, except they renewed their O:th to 
ITT Covcnant, together with their falſe Applications 
and perveric interpretations, farre diftcrent, yea fat con 
gal y to theig mcatiing who framed the Confeilion of 
} a1 
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Faith and injoyned the Oath , which as we ſhall ſhew , 
is but an Imaginaric tear, 
It had becn more plaine dealing , and fitter to have re- 
movedall doubts,it they had propoſed the Queſtion more 
y, and in more per{picuous termes , askaing, Whether 
the Office of 4 Biſbop be lawfll in it ſelf or not ; tort it 
had been ſolidly proven by Gods Word to be unlawtull , 
then it had been evident alſo, that the Oath whereby it 
was abjured, was lawfull; and no man could have doubtcd 
but that Oath did bind, both the Actuall ſwearers and all 
their poſterity to the obſervation thereof : but if it had 
been found by clcer Scripture that the Orhee of a Biſhop 
had been lawfull, then no man could have doubted but the 
Oath whereby they did abjure it was unlawfull ; and 
therefore , that no man was bound to the obſervation 
thereof , but by the contrary, all were bound in Conſci- 
ence to break fuch an Oath : or, if it had been found of 
middlc nature , neither ſimply wilawfull , nor necellarily 
lawfull at all tizncs, but a thing indificrent , in the power 
of the Church and Supreme Magittrate,, to make a Law 
either cſtabliſhing or abulilhing the ſame, who might alſo 
require an Oath of all to obſerve that Law : then certam- 
ly, n0 man could have doubted but that ſo long as that po- 
{tive Law ſtood in force , that Oath did bind all Sub+ 
_ to the obſervation of it ; as lkewile that the Lavy 
ing aboluhed by lawfull Authoritic, nu man was fur- 
ther bound, but was sp/e fs abfolved from the Oath. Sv 
the Queſtio1 being propounded in this manner, and re- 
ſolved any other waycs it had cleered all doubts and mo» 
ved all to be of One mind and one bart : but being pro” 
pounded in their manner, no reſolution did take away all 
doubts ( as they promit:d to doe by this AR) bur rather 
did multiplic them and make them greater : For albeit !t 
had been clecred , that Epiſcopactc had been abyured by 
the Oath of the Covenant ( which votwithſtanding 15 not 
done ) yct a greater doubt remained, whether that At- 
Jjuration was lawfull or not ; which could not be rcfo!- 
GC 2 IV 


43 


EPISCOPACIHIE 


ved except it had been fir't made manifeſt, that E; piſco- 
pacie was unlawtull in it ſelf by Gods Word, 

Yet that we may fullow them in their own method , 
and reaſon upon their own grounds, we ſhall leave at th is 
time the dlation which may be brought for the office 
of a Biſhop from Gods Word, and pra&ice of the Primi- 
tive Church, which hath been ſufhciently pTI__ dy 
divers learncd Divines, to the which the belt of that Set 
could never ſufficiently anſwer, Taking then the Que- 
ſtion as it 1s ſet downe by them , there arc two poin ts 
which they onely here condemne in that oth nce ; firit, that 
they have charge over moe Pariſhes than one, f:condly , 
that they have power and preheminencic over their Brc- 
thren, we ſhall make it therefore evident , 1. That by the 
Conkeſſion of Faith , Books of Piſcipliae, As of Ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies, and long continued practice of the 
Church of Scotland at the reformation and many yeers 
aftcr , this preheminence and power of one Paſtor over 

others, and charge over moe pariſhes than one, hath been 
acknowlcdg cd to be lawfull, Secon fly , we (hall ſhew 
that none of thoſe afſlages brought by them, at length in 
the Act it ſclf, (w hich doubtlefle were the ſtrongeſt they 
could hnd ) forth of the abjuration in the Covenant , 
books of Diſcipline, and Ats of tormer generall aflem» 
blics , doc prove their concluſion ; but that all of them 
arc either tallly or irpertinently cited, farre by , or con 
trary to the meaning of the Authors, and therefore that 
all of them are Sop hyſtically alleaged, 
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That this preheminence and power of Biſhops here 
queſtioned ts conforme t8 the trus Confeſion of 
Faith of the Church of Scotland, to the firſt Book 
of Diſcipline and the long continued pratiice of the 
Church, 


Trit , we muſt obſerve that there are two Confeſſions 


ot Faith ſo called in the Church of Scorland , as we 
have remarked before, to wit, that large Conteſhon, e{ta- 
bliſhed at the firſt reformation, framed by Jobs Knox,ard 
other Faithfull Miniſters Amns 1 560, Contirmed by di- 
vers generall Aſſemblies, received by the whole body of 
the Kingdome , ratified by At of Parliament 1567. and 
inſerted in the body of the AF, whach is the only proper 
Contcſlion of the Church of Scotland, containing all the 
poſitive grounds of the Reformed Religion, clpecially 
Mn matters of Faith, controverted betwixt us and the 
Papilts, and other Hereticks ; the other called common» 
ly the Negatwe Confeſſion, which 1s not properly a per- 
fe:t Confeſfion , but an Appendix of the former, framed 
not by any Ordinance of the Aﬀemblic of the Church, but 
by the appointment of the Kings Majcitice and Councell ; 
firſt (worn and fubſcribed by the Kings Mazeltie hiinſclt 
and his houſhold , then by an AR of Councell dated the 
5. of March 1580. It was ordained thatall perlons with- 
W the Kingdome ſhould fwear the lame ; and for 
more commodious ding thereot , 1 was prelented 
by his Majcſties Commuitioners to the Aſliemblic holden 
at Glaſgow, t5$1, that they might approve it, and 
injoyne cvery Muniſter to fee the Oath taken by all 
their Parichioners, and it did containe an ab juration 
of moſt {pcciall grofic errors of Poperre : the tame ab» 
jaration was againe commanded by the King to be re- 


teyed wile year 1590, ( when as that Coulpiracte of 
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ſome Papiſts trafficking with the Kuig of Spaine was dif. 

covercd ) having annexed thereto a generall band or Co- 
venant, whereby all the SubjeRs bindes themiclves with 
the Kings Majcſtie for maintenance of true Religion, ac- 
cording tothe Confeſſion of Faith ſet down at the firlt re 
formation, and for the detence of the Kings Majcltics 
perſon, Authoritic and cltatc, againlt all Enemies within 
and without the Kingdome ; to the end that true profel. 
ſors, and his Majeltics loyall Subzeas might more eaſily 
be dilcerned from hypocriticall Papilts and ſcditious Rc- 
bells. 

Now as for that onely perfe& Contefſion there is no 
clauſe nor Article therein , which either expraſly, or by 
any probable conſequence condemneth this puwer and 
preheminencic here controverted : neither have they 
vecn ſo buld, as to allcage any paſſage out of the tame ; nor 
was it the meaning ot thoſe godly and Icarned pertons 
who ſet it down, and propoſcd it to be reccived by the 
Church and Kingdome of Scorland ; nor the meaning of 
the Church and Kingdome who acceptcd aid approved 
the fame, as the true Doarine proved by Gods Ward , 
thereby to condemne any fuch thing : yea, it 1s moſt cvi- 
dent that they had a quite contrary meaning , as they 
themſelves did publikly declare in the firſt book of Di- 
{cipline, ſhewing thercin what manner of Government 
and Policic r wing An require in the true reformed Church; 
to wit, that it ſhould be governed by Superintendents in 
every Province, having power and prehemincnce over 
all the Nimiſters and all the Parithes within their bounds : 
for this book of Diſciphne was framed by the lane per- 
fons who ſet down that confeſſion of Faith , and at the 
ſame very time or (ſhortly thereafter ; and that by tho 
Co and direction of the great Councell of Scotland, 
admitted to the Government, by common conſent of th: 
whole cltates, mn *he Queens abtcnce, (being tor the tunc 
in Free) and ratincd by Aft of Counccil, and manuall 
kublcriptions of the Counkcllors , and of duvcrs other 


men 
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mea of worth the 17. of Ianuary 1560. approved by ma- 
ny geuerall Aflemblies , and the continuall praQtice of the 
Church tor twice as many years thereafter, as Presbytert» 
al Government remained 1n force, 

Then that we may {ce how farre this power of Super- 
iatcndents did extend, we mult conſider that the firſt Res 
formers of Religion, ( becauſe of the deteſtable cnormi- 
tics of Papilticall Bilhops , which made their perſons , 
okiccs, _ very names to be detclited ) out of a certaine 
zealous fcrupuloſitic , would not at kirlt give the title of 
biſhops to the rulers of the Church ; yet neverthcleſle by 
the example of maiy other reformed Churches, gave to 
thoſe who were appointed to their charge a title of the 
fame fignitication, calling them ( Superintendents : ) So 
changing a proper Greek word into a barbarous Latine , 
tor the Greek word «© 11540755 , and the Latine word Sw- 
perintendens doe both ſignthe: one thing ; to wit, tuch a 
one as 15 ſet over others to overlee their actions. 

Albett by this book of Diteiplin:,the whole Kingdome 
wa divided in ten Divceſcs, cxprefly fo called) and over 
every Dioceſe a Superintciniciit appointcd to be ict ;; yet 
tn all the books of Aſleinblics we tind onely foure who 
carried cxprefly this title, to wit , 4+, John Sporſwood 
( father to the late deceaſed Fobn Archbithop of St, An 
&ews) called Superintendent of Lov cy an, or Edinburgh : 
fobm Arerkin Of Dinne Superinte::.1- t of Angne and 
Mearnes, or of Brechin ; Af', fol Wonr am Superintons 
dent ot Fyfe or S. Andrews : A. fobn W((-c47 Superine 
tender of the We/t Or G4 gow thol: wii were (ct over 
the reſt of the Divceles were calls i Commioncrs, cither 
becaule at that time they could nut 11d 1 many luthcient 


een, or for lack of (uthcicnt mens (+ manntaine the 
alate of Superintcadeats, or as fone rather thinke, be» 
ele they elteemed this too ablolute a Title, ant nexee in 
bamfication to the title of Bo/hrp ; thirty they thoatht 
« more tt tocol them Comm [cancer 5,5 1th thin? 17 T's 
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from which they reccived Commiltion to excrenie their 
charge, not for any detinite time, but ad viram or ad cul. 

am, Thoſe ſame are at ſometimes called Vs/irores by z 
word of the like fignitication with Epi/copws , tor in. 
FROT OF ſigaiheth likewiſc a Viſitor, and :n/04wo Vilies 
tion, 25 1 Pe, 3. 12.44! water 7 t710497)1 5 IS tranflated b 
all interpreters in dieviſitarions,and fo the Hebrew word 
7c from the known word wv» 24/itavit by the Septuaginty 
is tranflated Enioxonor, and by Latincs Inſpeftor, Voftratey 
or Prifcttws : Howfſoever they were divertly nained they 
had all 2 like power and luri1tiition, which was no leſie 
then in the Church of Scotland, than the power which 
the Biſhops had mthe ancicnt Church ; or in the Church 
of Scorlandthele many yceers bdy-gone, as may appeare by 
this paralcll, betwixt the power of Bilhops and the pows 
cr of Superintendents, 
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A Paralell betwixte the power <f Biſhops and 
the power of Super itendentss 


Irſt , as every Biſhop hath his own Diocel, over the 
which he hath Supertoritic arid Luriſdiction, aud ther- 
In a {pectall Citic,tor his fca and place of Reſidence called 
the Metropolitan or Cathearatt Citic, So cv cry Super- 
it by the hrlt book of Diſcipline Cap. 5. Art. ?. 
e7F Jounted to him his own Diocele, to have Eccle- 
Fae power over all perſons both paſtors and peopic 
dy that bounds, and therein a certaine place of ordi- 
Taty reluience, called there the Superintendents [owne ; 
which forthe moſt part were the Ine Cities from which 
thc Biſhops of Scrorland arc ow Acw Thobs Atcd. 
Secondly, As all thc C lergic in every Diocclc arc bound 
to give C I obedience to their ordinary Biſhop, 
according k Canons of tl:6 ( I ch. Richer INT 
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crall 4 Gencrall Aflembly xt Enter gh. luls 
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20. 1562. It is concluded by the whole nggnifters there Aſ- 
[embled, that all Minifters ſhall be Subjalh roitheir Super - 
intendents in all lawfull Admonits | 
well in the book, of Diſcipline, as in 
Superintendents ; which is no 
nonicall obedience. 


Thirdly, As all Biſhops are to be of 
Cencrall or Nationall Councels 11nall 
ages, and needed not any 1; thereto , 
trom the time that they were zonlecrated 
to that othce. So likewiſe in al ics Su» 
perintendents and Commitſione were 
conſtant principall members of Allemblies, 


and necded not any particular Commiſſion thereto, but 
being once admutted to the othce , were" ever acknow- 
ledged thereafter, and received without any ather Comes 
miſſion ; as is evident by that Aſſcmblic at Eainbur gh 
Iuly 1568, whercin the members of the Generall Aſl1n» 
blic are divided in two Ranks, ome are appointed to be 
prdinary and pcrpetuall members, as Superintendents and 
Commiſſioners of Provinces ; the other fort are murable , 
23 { ommiſſioners of Churcher, Univerſities, T owner, ard 
Provinces ; the firlt had no need of particular Commit» 
on , but were perpetuall and fhrit called 11 the Roll, the 
other were changcable from Aſlembiic to Aſlemblic, and 
had new particular Commiſhons from thoſe by whom 
they were directed. In the Aſemblic at F danburgh 1 563. 
that every Superintendent ſhall appear the tit day ot the 
Alleaiblic ; at Edinburgh Varch 1578. the fame At us 
renewed, and Bilhops alſo arc appointed to be p clont at 
all Allcmblics, or clic to be accounted wworthy of the 
once, and by divers other As : yea, after that the oitce 
of Biſhops be 2un tv be queſtioned 1 the Aſlemilic 15 79 
Uuly 7. Scfs. 9. lt 1s ordained T hat Biſhops and C om 
eners off Provinces who abjert themſelves [ron 
Aſemblics: ſpall be cen/mred accor ling to the «Act, 
I2,1575, and that Act to bc uideriioud not . »v, Ol 
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Biſhops having power of Vilitation from the Church , 
but alſo of fuch as have not that othice, 

Fourthly, As all Biſhops have power to hold their Sy- 
nods twice in the year, when and where it (hall pleaſe 
them within their own Dioceſe, and there all the Cher» 
gic of the Diocele are bound to conveenc, and all matters 
which concerne the Dioceſe arc thercun to be determi- 
ned by the Biſhop. So likewilc albcit that in the firlt book 
of Diſcipline, there 1s no mention of Synodall Or Provin- 
ciall Aflemblics : yet aftcr by Acts of Generall Aflemblicy, 
it is appointed that every Superintendent and Commui- 
oner ſhall hold Synods tn their own bounds, wherein all 
matters pertaining particularly to their own Dioceſe or 
Province (hall be deternnined, as appearcs by the Aﬀem- 
blic at Edinburgh March 5. 1570. whercin thele two 
Ads are {ct downe : firlt, 1c 5s ordained that off: nders is 
bainous crymes ſhall not appear before the generall Aſſem- 
bly, but ſhall be called before the Swpermtendents and ( n- 
wmiſſioners of Provinces to appear | efore them in their Sys 
nodal! Conventions, and there ta receive their tmnnihions , 
conforme to the order wſed before im Generall A ſ[ennwheer, 
Iteir, /t is orduned that all &)neftions concerning the Pro- 
vince ſhall be propownded firſt to the Superintendant or 
Commſhoner , to receive reſolution in their Synodal cone 
ventions ; and if they be difficile, to be proponn 1:40 rhe next 
gener all A (ſemblie _ Superiatendent or Commiſſioner ; 
with certification that no Queſtion ſhall be recewoe} heres 

ter from any provate Miniſter, So likewile inthe Al- 

mblic at & dinbwrgh 1568, It 35 ordaancd that no Alm 
fter exhort or vr. 14 or other perſon fall trouble ihe 
Generall Aſſembly with ſuch matters as Superintenden's 
muy and ong ht ta decide in their Synods ; And if they doe [@ 
their Letters fball be rejetted. 

bitrly , As no Paſtor ouzht to have place in Nationall 
Aficmblics, cecepr tuch as arc authorized thereunto by 
their Ordinarie Bilbop, according to the cultome of the 
ancicmt Chugeh ; Although our Biſkops i Scorlund, 
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ſince they were re-eſtabliſhed, did never uſurpe this pow- 
er to themſclves , but left the Eleqion of the Commilli- 
oner in the power of the Brethren of the Presbyterie : So 
likewiſe it was ordained in the Aſſemblic at Edinburgh 
1568. That no Minifter ſhould have wvoyce in Generalt Tc 
ſemblier , nor leave their flocks to attend thereat, _ 
they be choſen by their Superintendent, as men known able 
to reaſon, and of know/-dge to judge in matters of weight, 
The ſame likewife we f-e teſt1hed to have been the Cu- 
tome of the Church of Srerland, by a Letter written by 
the Lord Glamer then Chancellor of Scoerfand umo Beas, 
about the year 1575. when Eprſcopacte began to be quar= 
relled, wherein 9nef?. 2. he ſaith, Poſt reſormatam Ree 
ligionem Con'uetudine recepturn off , ut Epiſcops ( under 
hich word he comprehenderh the Superintendents ) & 
ex Miniftris, Paſtoribus, ac Sertoribus, tot, quor wes 
Epiſcopi jufſerint , wnwm in locum comvenant, cum pres 
cipure Barronibur, ac Nobilibus, Religionens veran profi- 
tentibuu, && de doftrind of de moribug inquiſiturs, 

Sixtly, As all the prefentation of Benehees vacant were 
to be direQed tothe Biſhop of the Dioceſe where the Bee 
nefice lyes ; fo that if the perſon preſented be found qua- 
lined , he may enjoy the | 4 So 15 It appointed at the 
Aſkmbly holden at F-. PohnfFone lune 1563. That whew 
any - x px Gall chance to vaith , or 11 now vacant, that a 
qualified per ſon be preſented ro the Superintendent of tht 
Province where the Benefice Iyer, and that be being fonnd 
ſufficient , be admitted Minſter to that Kirk, fe. Likes 
wiſe in the Aſſembly at Edinbareb, 1579, (wherein they 
Meave the tecond book of Diſcipline was agreed tmto } 
one of the Petitions of the Aſl:mblie preferred try the 
King and Counccl was, T har af preſentations to Remettces 
may be direlted to the ( emi (ſr oner or Superinten ant 
whore the Benefice Her. 

Severthly, As the Ordination of Miniſters apperraines 
peculiarly to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe. So hikewile the 
Ordigation (winchby the ftile of Scorland 13 called 4 
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91/[ion or Confirmation ) not onely of Miniſters, but alſo 
of Readers, Schoolmaſters and Principalls of Colledges, 
did appertaine to the Superintendents in their owne 
bounds , as is evident by the fifth Chapter of the book of 
Diſcipline, inthe Article of Superintendents, and in the 
Artic of Schools and []ntvertitics. 

Eightly,As Biſhops have at all times had power to ex- 
amine the life, dotrine and behaviour of the Clergic of 
13 own Dioccſc, and to admonilh, corre, or cenſure 
them accordingly. So likewiſc in the fame book of Di- 
ſciplue, Cap. 5. the Superintendents received power and 
authoritic to vilit the Churches of their bounds, fo often 
as they may,and therein not only to-preach, But al/o to ex- 
mine tbe life, diligence and behaviour of all the Minifters, 
likewiſe the orders of the Kirks , and manners of the pev- 
pie, and to admomiſh where admonition needeth, and to cor- 
ret! them by the cenſures of the Kirk, Cc, 

Ninthly, As Bifhops have power of ſuſpenſion or dc- 
poſition of Minittcrs, who are cither ſcandalous in theit 
ves, or hcreticall in their doctrine. So by the book of 
Diſcipline, and divers Adts of the Afemblics, that power 
doth appcrtainc to Superintendents, Commiſſioners or 
Vuitors, as is manitelt by that place of the book of Dilct- 
plincc, cited by us in the former Article : and by the Af- 
icmblic holden at Edinburgh, April 1576, wherein't 1s 
ſaid, nent the demand Kits by Mr, Andrew Hay Par (L 

Kanthrow , if every Commuſſioncr or Þ 1;itor in 1 0w 

ound; hath alite power an4 Inrillift;ion to plant RICCTE 
fters, ſuijend and depoſe for rea/onable can'er: the A 
ſemblie reſolued a{lrmative , that they have Alike power 
and [wriſdition therein, as is contained in th: PAT ILCMI 
Lit; concerning the Imriſditiion of Vijitors 

Tenthly, As Biſhops, becauſc of their places 2d prez: 


& wn * + &% 
£ 


! _— : R— : 
charges in overſceing all the Churches, have greater rents 
appountcd to them than to other Paſtors. So likewiſe by 
te book of Diſciplic, (ap. 5. inthe Article for the yr 
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much ſtipend for the Superintendent, as for other private. 


Miniſters. - 
Morcover, 1t 1s evident by many As of Generall AC 


ſemblics , that thoſe Biſhops who had joyned themtylves |, 
to the reformed Church, retaining tl the orice and 
title of Biſhops, did by approbation of the generall AY- 
ſemblics , exerciſe their Iurifdition over the Miniſtric. 
and 5 we ot their own Dioccſc, even from the begin- 

ning of the Reformation almolt ; for in the Aſſembly at 

Edinburgh, 1 582. «Alexander Gordon Biſhop of Galle- 

w4y Was authorized to plant Alimiſters, exhorters and rea- 

d&r8, and to doe ſuch other things 4s has been heretofore ac- 

cuſtomed ts be done by Supermtendents or (ommuſſioners. 

lathe Aſſembly at S. [+4»ftone , Iunc 1563. the Biſhops 
of Orkpay and X a1a>neriarc allowed to cxcreile the lame 
Iurifdition ; and to ſhew that they did not this by c@m- 
pulſion of Superior Authoritic, but of their own volunta- 
ry motion, in that Aflembly it is appointed, that a Snppl:- 
cation ſhall be preferred in name ofthe whole Allembaly 
tothe Quyens Majeſtic, that (ſhe would be pleaſcd to rc- 

mit the thurds of the Biſhopricks ( which were then in, 
the Queens hangs pn the Bithops , who were allgwed4 
by the Church to be Commullioners, for plantiug of 
Churches within the bounds of their own Dioccic ; 
and therafter Anno 1572, All Biſhops were by {peciall 
A& of the Generall Aﬀemblic reitored to the function, at 
the delire of the Earle of Lenex then Regent of Scerlant - 
and the next year in the Alembly at Edinburgh 1573. 
ccrtaine lumitations of their power were added yzot very 
{tri which no Biſhop canrefuſe ; 1. Thar the [wriſdbts- 
onof Biſbops in their Ecclefraſireal funition, ſhould not 
excred the Inr1fdattion of the Superingendents, which bere- 
tofore they had and preſently bats ; which Turitdt hion, as 
we havedeclared, was no lall: than that which the on 
, require now. 2. That they ſhou!l be willingly 
oy _ Ds copline appoints F I” Th (;cmoir ad { fa 
be 4s m1 cr / thereof This tcwile is realonable, ar \ 
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no Biſhop will think himſelf excemed trom the centre 
of a Nationall Aſſemblic lawfully conſtituted , accor- 
ding to the eſtabliſhed and approved orders of the 
Church. 3+ T hat no Biſhops =_ collation of Benefice; 
within the bounds of Swperinten1ents without their conſent 
and teftimoniall ſwbſeribed by their hands : This was allo 
reaſonable, for Superintendents were allo Biſhops, and it 
is conforme to the ancient Canons of the Church, That 
no Biſhop ſhould give ordination or collation to any 
within the Dioceſe of another Biſhop without his con- 
{cnt and teftimoniall. 4. 7 has Beſbops wn their own Dio- 
ceſe vifite by themſelves , where no Swperintend n11 are : 
which imdeed is their duty, if they be not impedited cij- 
ther by infirmitie , or by toine weighticr aflaires of the 
Church. 5. That they give nocollation of Benefices with- 
out the advice of three qualified Aimfters : The Bi- 
ſhops of Scotland haefice did altri themſelves fur- 
ther , for they were not accuſtomed to give collation of 
Benefices (- except | were to men of known worth in 
the exerciſe of the miniſtry before ) without the advice 
of the whole Brethren of the Exerciſe in the bounds 
where the Benehice Iycs , committing the whole triall 
both of their life and doctrine tothem,and according to 
ne ION did accept or rejet him who was pre- 
ſented. 


By this then which we have trucly related out of the 


book of Diſcipline, and As of Generall Afemblics of 


the Church, it is manifeſt,that the trueConfeſſion of faith, 
25 it. was proteſled at the Reformation, and many yeers 
thereafter, had no ſuch meaning as condemne or abjure 
the power and preheminence of One Paftoay over other: , 
or ever moe per ticular flocks thin one + But on the cor- 
trary did approve the faire, x5 it is explained (concerning 
the point of Government by the book of Diſcipline and 
practice of the Church , under the title of Superintendent 
uritill the year 1590. and under the title of Biſhep une!) 
the ycar 1550, tur witill thoſe Vears negher the one not 

oo 


not abjured in Scotland, 
the other were abrogated by the Aﬀſembly of the Church, 
the firſt AR condemanng that Juritdiftion under the title 
of Biſhops was in that Aſſembly at Dandie 15830. and 
the firſt AR aboliſhing the ottice and title of Swp-rinten- 
dents was in that Allembly at Edinburgh, Augutt 1590. 
wherein it 1s declared that ſince Preſbyreries were fully 
eſtabliſhed , that Superintendents ani Commiſſioners were 
neither neceſſarie nor expedient, What regard ſhould be 
had to thoſe As we ſhall ſhew hereafter. 

Is it not therefore too impudent and manifci a calume 
nie,and a ſcandalous nnputztion laid by our Covenainers 
wpon the worthy reformers of the of Scoriand ; 
and thoſe who did proſecute the ſame for many years , 
that their meaning in the Confeſſion of Faith was to con» 
demne that as unlawfull , which they did approve by 
their plaine and publike dectaration and continual pra» 


Rice? As it isalfo a fabtill and _ call diihmula- 
tio! of the Ring-lcaders of this Rebellion ( againſt the 
knowledge and conſcience cf thoſe who knowes the hi- 
ſorie of that Church fiace the Reformation ) to | 
and pet fwwade that their apright intcativns is to 
reduce the Church to her former parity whereuy the was 
con{tiraced by the Reformartiong ad ro abohth all Nova- 
Hons, lince are manifeſtly doing the quite contrary ; 
Soliſhing vio _ order of Government which 
was eſtabliſhed by the Reformation, and citabliſhing in 

thereof a molt dangerous Novation, never heard of 
many Chriſtian Church {mce the beginning will this 
hſt age, and whereof the Church of Scorland never 
thought of, nor dreamed at the Retormation or many 
yecrs thereafter ; untall it was brought by a viotent wind 
from Geneve, bringing therewith great trouble and dt» 
ſturbance to the Church of Scoriavd, and whole King» 
dome beth tult and lalk. 
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Cray. VI. 
Shewing that this power and prebeminence of Bj. 
ſhops was not abjured by the Neeative Con- 
ſeſſion or Covenant. 


Aving ſhowne that this power and preheminence 

| JL of Biſhops was not condenined by the principall 
and proper Confcilion of Faith of the Church of Scet- 
land, It followes alſo, that we ſhew that it was not con- 
demned by that abjuration in the Covenant called the 
Negative Confeſſion ; which by them improperly and 
udlay eu lxes is called a Confefſion : For it is ablurd, and 
almoſt repagnans in adjetto, to ſay that it ſhould be the 
Confkefhon of Faith in any Church, which doth nat de- 
clare any poſitive point of DoAtrine to be belecycd, but 
conſiſteth onely of meere Negatives, which arc not tobe 
beleeved. It was onely therefore ſet dawn as an Ap- 
pendix of the true Confeſſion, for that cnd which we 
dedared before : For this is the ordinary manner both. of 
publike Confellions of Churches, and private Confeſſions 
of particular perſons , firlt to ſect down the poſitive Do» 
Arinc in certaine Articles and propolitions , whichare 
ey the Confeſlion of Faith ; and then by way of 
Appendix deduced from thence, to ad joync dainning and 
abjuring of the contrary crrors : fo we (ce it done in molt 
of the Confellions of reformed Churches, c: lleted to- 
gether in that book called Sywrag ma Conf //ionum. 50 
doth Feza in his Confelsion , and learned Z anchbins mn 
his ; right ſo w- mult conceive the matter, that tholc ab- 
jurations of Popith crrors ſet down in the Covenant, are 
but «Appendices deduced from the Articles an! ropolt- 
tions Which comprehend the Confelsion of FHatth : yer, 
the very words of that Covenant make it cleer and cv1- 
dent, tor therin it us tirft faid, We beleeve with or heart! 
«nd conf: fl, with owr monthes , that this us the true Cv, 
PIX. 
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flian Faith and Religion , which it particalarly expreſſed . 


in the Confeſſion of enr Faiih, eft ablsſhed and confirmed by 
divers Als of Parliament, cc, To the which Confeſſion 
and forme of Religion we agree in all points, e+e. In thele 
words is the propoſition and ſumme of the Contelhon , 
the Appendix followeth thereafter in theſe words, And 
oe: we abborre and deteſt all contrary Doftrine and 
Religion, but chiefly Papsſtrie and particular beads there- 
of, x6. whereby it 1s evident, that it 1s onely the proper 
ancient Confcſlion of Faith ſet down at the Reformati- 
on, whereunto they did direaly ſwear in that Covenant ; 
but unto the abjuration of crrors they did onely ſwear ut 
dircatly, and by conſcquent, as they were contrary to the 
docrine contained in the Confeſſion of Faith. 

From this then that we have ſhown to be true, we 
may bring a forcible argument to prove, that by this ab- 
juration the power and preheminence of Biſhops is not 
abjured : For this abjuration being but an Appendix de- 
duced by neceflary conſequence , it could not of it ſelf 
have another mcaning, or at lcalt not a contrary ſenſe to 
that Confeſſion whereupon it depends ; but fo it is that 
the meaning of the ellivn of Faith, as it was explat- 
ned by the Church, was no other , but that it was lawfull 
far one Paſtor to have this power & preheminencie over 
others, &c.Therfore the abjuration could not have a con 
trary mcaning, towit, that this power and prehemunencie 
was wilawtull 1n it (elf, The aflumption of this argument is 
alrcady ſuthcicntly qualified 1n the former Chapter by the 
book of Diſcipline, Ads of divers generall Aſlemblics , 
and long contiuucd practice of the Church. The propo- 
ſition is evident in it {elf , for it is an ab(urd thing to lay , 
that an Appendix ſhould have a contrary tenſe to « & 
principall propot:tion , trom whence it 1s deduced by ne- 
ccilary conſcyuence : all good Logicians know this, of 
which munber to iny knowlcidge the Moderator is one , 
who hath in his tune compoſed many accurate propoti- 


tions with theu Appendiccs ; and would not have _" 
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tered one of his Schollers with patience to fer down 
their Thefs with fo evill knit conſequences , as they 
would make us beleeve, is betwixt the Conteſſion of 
Faith, and the Abyjuration of the Covenant depending 
thereupon, I can finde no reafon why he and other 
learned men of that Aflemblic ſhould be fo farre miſled 
againlt all true Logick and ſound reaſon ; except it be (as 
appcarcs ) that they have captivated their underſtanding 
to the Tables of the Covenant, that for obedience thereto 
they have forgot all rules of Logick , to advance per f« 
C& nefas their Idoll of Presbyteriall Government. 

But our Covenanters odjets, that albeit the Confeſſion 
cf Faith might have been underſtood fo by thoſe who 
have ſct it down, and fo interpreted by the Church for a 
long time, as that thereby this power and prcheminency 
was not condemned ; yet the Generall Aſſembly of the 
Church ( to whom it appertaines to interpret the Con- 
fellion of Faith ) might underſtand and interpret it other- 
wiſc, asit did in that Aſſembly at Dandie 1580. wherein 
Epiſcopacic was condemned , and now in this Aſſenbly 
at Glaſgow, 1639. 

To this we anſwer firſt , Tt is poſſible indeed, that men 
might underſtand it otherwiſe then it was underſtood at 
the beginning , yea in a contrary ſenſe as the Covenan« 
ters doc interpret it now : But the Queſtion is , whether 
both thoſe contrary ſenſes can be the tric meaning of the 
Confeſſion ; I hope they will not judge ſo, except they 
would make the Confelsion of Faith like a noſe of war , 
(as ſome blaſphemous Papiſts ſpeak of the Scripture ) or 
that thcy would make the Confelfion (which ought to be 
ahrme and conſtant rule, to try the doftrine of all within 
the Church ) like a Zeſbs«»ra/e, which may be applycd 
both to crooked and ſtraight lines, or to contrary and 
contradictory ſenſes, Then if it be fo, it may be asked 
which of thoſe ts the true meaning ? Certainely, there is 
no rcalonable man but will eſteeme that to be the true 
mcating which is intended and cxprefſed by the author 

thcreot ; 
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thereof ; For as we ſay, Unu/qui/g, eft ſnermns verborum 


Oprimws inter pres,ocx ſuch a one as {peaketh non-ſcuſc: 
bur ſo it is The ode framcd the Conteſlion of the 
Church of Scotland, and the Church who received the 
ſame, did declare their meaning therein to be ſuch, as that 
thereby this power and preheminencie was not damned , 
but direRly approved ; Therefore that contrary meaning 
which they aſcribe to the Church in the year x 580, 1581. 
1599, mult nceds be falſc. F 
Secondly , This Covenant and abjuration thercin was 
neither framed by the Authoritic of the Church or ge- 
nerall Aſſembly, nor was the Oath required by their Au- 
thoritic : but both was dore by the Authoritic of the 
King and Counccll, at whoſe direction this Covenant 
and abjuration was framed , and the Oath and ſubſcripti- 
on thereto required of all his Subjz<&s by his Command- 
ment ; therefore it appertainethoacly to his Najeltic and 
Councell to declare the meaning thereof , and in what 
ſenſe he did require the Oath of all his SubzeRs: For this 
15a moſt truc Axiom agreed unto by all orthodox wri- 
ters, That ail Oathes required by a Magiſtrate ſhould be 
taken according to the dirett and plaine meamng of him who 
reguireth the ſame : But it is molt manifcit that neither 
the King nor Councell did require that oath in ſuch a 
ſcuſe, as thereby gs ſhould be condemned;for he 
and his Councell did plaincly dcclare before thar time , at 
that fame very time, and many times afterward , that his 
expreſie mcaning, purpolc, and conſtant intention was , 
to continue the citate and othee of a Biſhop in the 
Churgh of Scor/and, and to withſtand all motiuns ten- 
ding to the ovarthrow thereof, as we ſhall ſhew more 
icularly, For firſt , that this abjuration was tet forth 
the King and Councels appointment , and that by his 
Authoritie oncly the Oath was required, 1s manitcit ooth 
by that AR of Counceil, March 5. 1580, which they 
have prefixed before their Rebellious Covenant pretiing 


thereby to make people beleeve, that it was aut 1or17ed 
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by the King: as likewiſe by the Ats of Aſſembly cited 
here by themſelves , wherein is declared, That the Kings 
Commiſſioner preſented to the Aſſembly "er April 1581, the 
Confeſſion of Faith ſub/cribes by the King and br: howholl 
not long before, and tn that Act ayproving this Conteſ- 
fon cited here by them it 1s oxpret'y acknowledged that 
it was ſet forth 4 the Kings 1+1-{{i5, Next that it was 
to be underſtood according to the Kings Majeltics mean- 
ing, appearcth alſo by the fame AR where it is ſaid, 7 hut 
it ſhould be followed out efoldly as the ſame is laid out inthe 
K ings Proclamation, tor that word Efoldly ſignit.cth,that 
they ſhould follow not onely the words, but like wil: the 
ſc1ite and meaning which was intended tm his Najeltics 
proclamation , not in a twofold ſenle, as if the Aſlemblie 
would nitend one ſenſe and the King another, but ſims 
ply and (incerely by all in the ſame words and meaning 
which his Majeſtic did cxprefls in his Proclamation, 
Thirdly, that his Majcſtie did not intend, that it ſhould be 
{worn and ſubſcribed in fuch a ſenſe or meaning, as that 
thereby Epiſcopacic ſhouki be condemned, is alto moſt 
manifeſt, 1, By his Majeſtic and Counceclloften rejeRting 
the inſtant petitions of divers Aﬀemblies, for eſtabliſhing 
the ſecond book of Diſcipline, whereby the power of 
Biſhops is impaired, and abſolute paritic of all Paſtors 
eſtabliſhed ; as they acknowledge themſelves by that AX 
of the Aſſembly at G!a/Fow 1581. cited here by them, 
wherein are theſe words, Becauſe divers /nits hate been 
made to the 2{agiitrate for approbation to the book of Po- 
licie, which yes have taken us great effeft, The becauſe 
his Majcitic both before this time, at this time, and after , 
\d1d ſhew evidently that he did approve the ottice of a 
Biihop , as he teltificd by his divers proteſtations againlt 
thoſe Aſlemblics which preſicd to ſupprefiethe ſame, ad 
by his preſentation of Biſhops to the places, whenfocver 
they hapned to be vacant ; as he did at that fame ve 
tmC,pretent Af. Reb. Aon gomery to the Archbilho ich 
of L/4/gow © and by that Act of Parliament 1584. wher- 
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by the whole Turifliftion of Biſhops was ratified by his 

| Majctic with conſent of the whole cltates of the King- 

dome, 

Seeing then that this Abjuration or Confelſin ( call ic 
as they pleaſe) was framed by tke Kings Majaltic, ap- 
pointed to be fubſcribed and ſworn by his Authoritie, and 
that in (cl) a (onle, as that thereby Epiſcopacic was not 
wdcritood to be abjured ; It mult be allo preſupponed , 
that all thoſe who did ſwear or ſubſcribe the ſame, did it 
in no other ſcnle or meaning, otherwile they did ſwear 

fallly , ſophyſtically, and by Equivocation : therefore it 
, 4 necellarily be concluded , that by that Oath of the 
Covenant 1580. 1581. 1590. and 1591. Epilcopacie,nor 
the power and preheminence of one paſtor over others , 
or moe particular locks than one, was not abjured by 
honelt men, who had an cfold and upright meaning in 
taking their Oath, Neither can the interpretation of this 
Aſſemblic at Glaſgow 1639.give any fure warrant to thoſe 
who hath ſworn in a ſenſe contrary to the Kings mean- 
ing ; for if this Abjuration or Covenant had been the AR 
of the Church properly, there had been ſoine appearance 
% that a lawful generall Aſſembly now might give forth 
| -thetrucinterpretation thereof ; but (ince it is the King 
and Counccels AR, and the Oath thereto required of all the 
Subjects by his Authoritic, it doth not appertaine to the 


Generall bly, eſpecially ſuch an untormall ad un- 
lawfull one as this , todcclarc in what ſenſe it thould be 
underſtood. 


$o that it is but a falſe and vaine fear , wherewith they 
would burden the conſciences of all the Kingdoiwe of 
Scotland, 25 being fearfully perjured, by cſtablithing con- 
trary to the pretended __ of the Covenant, the otfice of 
Biſhops in Scorlexnd, and giving obedicnce unto them : 
But on the contrary , they arc rather forlworn and per- 
| jured, who contrary to the trus meaning of their tirft 
oath , have by their new reb:llious Covenaiit and ordi- 


aance of their Allcmbly abjured Epiſcopacie, And of this 
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no man needeth to doubt, but that all thote wiv lave 
acknowledged Biſhops, and have taken their oath of C+ 
nonicall obedicnce, and now by per{ſwaſion of their Lea- 
ders have broken their ſolemn Oath, in diſobeying and 
conteMning their authoritic, and ratifying their diſobe- 
dicnce by another Oath, arc evidently tor{worn, as molt 
of the Miniſters of that Aſſembly have done ; Let them 
in ſincerity of mind ſearch their own conſciences in this 
point, and I doubt not, that if it have auy life therein, 
they will inde themſelves ſenſibly pricked thereby, 


Cray, VII. 


VP herein s anſwered to their Argument taken 
from foure ſeverall ſentences F; the Abjura- 
tion, and particularly te the firſt. 


Aving now ſhown that neither by the principal! 
Confeſſion of Faith , nor by the Appendix thereof 
called Abjuration, nor by the fel book of Diſcypline,not 
by any Acts of Afſemblics,nor pratice of the Church ma- 
ny ycers after the reformation, this power and prehemi- 
nency of Biſhops here controvertcd is condemned ; 1t 
reſts that we anſwer to thoſe Arguments which arc 
brought by them in the body of the AR, to prove the de- 
termunation of the Aſſembly, which arc neither brought 
from the Word of God, nor trom the telti::omic or pri 
Atice of the primitive Church immcdiatcly aftcr the A- 
tes _ , nor from any words of the pcrfeR Con- 
cſhon of Faith in the Church of Scerlevd, but all their 
Arguments are of a later foundation,and may be in fummc 
reuced to three ſorts ; fiſt , they bring certaine broken 
{cnrences c ut of the Abjuration in the Cov enant, which 
they call the Conteſlion, then fome Ads of their late Ge- 
ncrall Allemylics , and thirdly, tome paſlages out of the 


iccond 
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" |. fcrond bookof Diſcipline to the which we ſhall mis 
, utheir own order. 

And firſt they bring foure ſcverall ſentences out of the 
Abjuration or negative Confellion, fallfying and wre- 
ſting them ſtrangely , as tv make them appeare to have 
ſome ſhew of proving their determination : The firſt paſ« 
fge is in theſe words, We profeſſe that we dereſt all Tres 
ditions browght into the Kirk without, or againſt the Word 
of God, and Dottrine of this reformed Kirk, The ſecond 
is, We abhorre and deteſt all contrary Keligion and Do- 
ttrine, but chiefly, all kind of P apiſtry in generall, and par - 
| ticular head: ; as they were then damned and confuted by the 
Word of God, and Kirk of Scotland, when the ſaid Con- 
feſſion was ſworn and ſubſcribed, Anno 1580, and 1581, 
1590 and 1591. The third is, That we dereff the Roman 
Amidhrift, his worldly Monarchy and wicked Hierarchie, 
The fourth is, That we joyne owr ſelver to this reformed 
Kirk, in Dottrine, Faith, Religion and Diſcipline, pro« 
ming and ſwearing by the great name of God , that we 
fball continue in the Dottrine and Diſcipline of this Kirk,, 
and defend the ſame according to 017 Vocation and power. 
| We anſwer firſt in g to all theſe paſlages, that by 

none of them is either Epiſcopall Government abjured , 
for firſt in the words themſelves, there is no mention ci- 
ther of Biſhops or. their power and prebemincncy over 
others, or their charge over moc particular flocks , or of 
Predbyterics of abſolute parity of Paſtors : Therefore cx- 
cept they have recourſe to ſome ſecret meaning , theſe 
pnges can ſerve nothing to their purpoſes ; and we 

ſhown before both by the meaning of the principal 
Confeſsion of Faith , whereof this Abjuration 1s an k 
pendrx, and by the explained ineaning of his Mayeitic by 
whoſe appointment ehis abyuration is framed , and who 

red the oath and ſubſcription thereunto , that 1t can- 
| tot beunderſtood in luch a fenſ= 26 that this power and 
prcheminencie of Biſhops ſhould be thereby abjured, and 
therefore neither the words nur the fcaſc can be able to 
Kove their purpolc, Sccond- 
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Secondly, we prove the ſame by the Confeſſion of the 
Modcrator Af. Alexander Henrs/on, and his Aﬀociats the 
Apoſtles of the Covenant ; for they in their Diſputes 
with the DoRors of Aberdeene doe confelle plainly, that 
by ſwearing this Confelsion of Faith, Epuſcopacic was 
not abjured, and that any man might ſafely {wear that 
Confeſsion and their Covenant alſo, without abjuring 
Epiſcopacic ;. and by this profclsion they entiſed many 
to ſweat; and ſubſcribe- their Covenant, who otherwike 
would nt have done it. Now cither they ſpake ſincerely 
at that time rontng to their knowledge and conſci- 
ence, and io did flatly contradi&this poſition , That by 
ſmearing the Confeſſion of Faith Epiſcopacie was abjured 
or elſc by dificmbling policic they did fo profeſic, con- 
trary to their own mind, to ſerve their own deſignes in 
advancing ( per fas & nefes ) their rebellious Covenant ; 
And ſo did ſhew themſiclves Icluiticall temporizers and 
time-ſcrvers ( £» graine ) abuſing people moſt impudent- 
ly to promote their own ends. Albcit this that we have 
ſpoken already may ſuffice to clcer that Abjuration and 

ovendſtit, or any part thereof , of any ſuch mcaning as 
they ptctend , yet that the matter may be more evident , 
we ſhall examine particularly every one of theſe foure 
ſentences cited by them, ſhewing that all of them are c» 
ther falſly or impertincntly allcaged by theu to prove 
lucha concluſion. 

As to the nft ſcutence here provincd, by it we by 
jadge ( ranguam ex nngue Leon: | | 
ot the rclt of thele reverci! } 
gin with a manitcit falſh: 
divers morc in that kind :; oo words a con 
citation arc » WP E profeſſe $144 we dit'f: 
brought ante the Kirk , withont, ir avant Co 04, 
and Doltrine of thu Reformed K i» \\ 
Covenant it (cit it 1s otherwiſe, tor thy - 1/0 4 | 
And finally we dereft ak bus (to wit «| 
chrilts) 7 radt1ons withent or againſt Gods 9 1» 
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Firſt,we an{wer that there is a great difference betwixt 
Alt Traditions abſolutely , and the Roman cAntichriſts 
traditions; for albcit we detelt as (incerely as they doe all 
Antichriſtian traditions , yet doe we not 1o deteit all tra- 
ditions abſolutely, which havenot cx preſsc or particular 
warrant from Gods Word, it they be not repugnant there- 
to : the Traditions of the Roman Antichriit arc thoſc 
which are invented by him, for upholding hits tyrauc 
over the conſciences of men, ' made ecuall to Gods word, 
and intruded upon the Church as parts of Gods worthip, 
thoſe we detelt and abhorre from our very heart z but to 
abjure abſolutely all Traditions which are not expreſſed in 
Gods Word , it was never the meaning of the reformed 
Church of Scotl, md, nor of any well retormed Church ; 
for al: the ancient Fathers of the Primitive Church, and 
a!l Neoterick , Orthodox writers doe teach , that ſome 
Apoſtolicall and Ecclettalticall traditions are not onely 
profitable, but alſo almolt necetsary to be retained in the 
Church ; Necelsary I ſay, it not ad efſe fmplicter, yet 
a4 bene eſſe, {uch as arc according to tacle gcncrall rules 
of the Apoltle, 1 Cor. 14. According to decency and good 
order, and tending to Edification and ſuch as arc accor\- 
ing to that rule ot S. Aſtin (ib. 4. comtra Donat, (4). 41. 
Duod wniver /« tenet Eccleſia, nee concrlgs Conjtitut wn 
ſemper FErew?r im eſt nou n/1 Apofbolica anthoritate [Ir A- 
ditum, refliſſime credituy : of which there arc mainy pro- 
ftably retcined in the Church, beth concerning doctrine, 
manners, government, and circumitances of (ods wor- 
ſhip, xsthe d1l tinftion « t Canonmcall books trom Aps- 
erypha , the Conthrutions of the Apoſtolick Creed, the 
mamnizer of the celcoration of Marriage betore the Churc!: 
the ſprinkling of watc er upon the head of the Child in 
Bapriſine to be luthcient, the gctture of knecking mn the 
Supper of the Lord , the tune and place of the ordmaric 
Celebration thercot 1121 the morwug, and inthe Church ; 
and (ach tikewite are the Appropriatiny of the name wd 
eitle of Bilhops, to theie Pattors who arc bet un \: whurity 
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over others, and divers Ecckfalticall Canons concern 
ing the manner of their Government. 

Secondly , albert it had been fo that all Traditions had 
been ſunply avyared, (which men of underſtanding would 
not have done ) yet this dentence could not have ferved 
to prove their Concluſion ; for although ſome of the 
points of the orfice of a Bithop, now appertaining there- 
to, be by Apoſtolick tradition or Ecclciialticall conltitu- 
tion, yet this point here called in Queltton, that one Pa- 
ſtor may have power and preheminencic over others, or 
over moe particular flocks, 1s not a Tradition cither 
againſt or without Gods Word, and Doctrine of this re- 
formed Chutch ; but brit it is a moſt certaine writtenve- 
ritic approved by Gods Word expreſly , and the Cons 
ſtant pratice of the Church of God , from the very firſt 
Conflinaics of the vilible Church and publik exerciſe of 
Gods worſhip, not only under the old Teſtament , but 
nnder the new alto , continued in all Churches untill this 
laſt age, which cannot be denied without great impuden- 
cic : then it 18 not againſt the doQrine of the retormed 
Church of Scerlund, but mult conformable thercunto, 2s 
wc haveluthcicatly declared before ; theretore it is mas 
nitelt , that this paſlage can prove nothing tor their pur- 
pole, but 1s duck tallly and 1mpcrtmently produced dy 
them, 


CHnay, VIII. 
V/ berem « anſwer ed the ſecond Pa ſage of the 


Covenant. 
T2 {ccond pallage cited from the Negative Confel- 


{wn or Abjuration , is nv leflc falfitied than the for- 
mer, both in the change of words,and addition of others 
not contained uw the Originall ; the words of their cita- 
ton arc , Mr atvorre and drrelt all fonrrary Aeligien and 
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Doltroze, but chiefly all kind of P apiftrie in generall, and 
particular heads , as they were then damned and confuted 
by the Word of God and Church of Scotland, when the ſaid 
Canfe fron was ſworn and ſubſcribed, Anno 15680. and 
1581, 1590. and x5;91, But the words in the Or12mull are 
only theſe, As they are now dananed and confuited by rhe 
Wordef Gad and Kirk of Scatland : So that they change 
that particle ( #ow ) in ( cen} and adde more which 1s 
not in the Originall , #/ben the Confeſſion was [worn and 
ſubſcribed Anno 1580. & 1581. 1590 4 1591, Alben this 
Alteration fecmeth but ſmall co chauge ( =ow } 11 (hes, } 
yet in coffe, it is very matteriall and ſubtilly made £0 
wrelt the meaning of the words to ther own purpoſe , 
contrary to the intention of thote who framed thas Ab» 
juration , in making this ( Now ) relative 10 the dams 
ef Epilcopacic in that Aficmblic at Daxdic x5 ?e. 
others chereatter, albeit it be evidenr, that there was no 
ſuch thing intended in the franung of: this Aburation: for 
divers reaſons, 

Firſt, that (now ) in the Kings Covenant, 1 not to be 
underſtood of that preſent detinite tune cen, when rhe 
Covenant was framed or ſubſcribed , but as it 1s cxpreſly 
exponcd a little before, Now for a long time, tOwit, from 
that time when the large Confeſſion of Faith was fct 
forth Anwo 1560. and approved by the Generall Allen» 
bly, and ratited in Parliament 1 567. By the which Con» 
feltion thoſe particular heads of Papiltric were coudem- 
wed and contutcd , and the truc Doctrine oppolite there 
unto, New for a long time openly profeſſed by the King, 
and whole body of the X ing ome, as it 1s expreliy (et down 
in the ſame place of the Covenant : theretore it 15 mani= 
Feſt that this (Now ) is not relative to that Condemnation 
of Epiſcopacic 15 80. which was not then for aloug tune 
condemned, but only tor that preſent yeer. 

Secondly , albeit we (hould grant that this (New ) was 
not to be underſtood of that detunte time, yet doth it not 
ſerve to prove the point tn Controverhie ; tor Sy 
K 3 tirar 
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that Aſſemoly 1580. Epiſcopacie as it was then uſed in 
Scotland was condemned , yet this power and prehemi- 
nence,by approbation and practicc of the Church of Scer- 
laxd, weee Itanding in force in the perſons of Superin- 
tendents, Commiſſioners or Viittors, and notabrogated 
untill the year 1590. towit, ten years attcr the fetting 
down, and ſwearing of this Abjuration : And therefore 
this pow cr and prcheminence, which is the point in con- 
troverſic, cannot be undcritood to have been then con» 
demned in the Abyuration 1580. & 1581. tur othcrwile 
the Church ſhould have condemacd that which inthe 
mean time they did _ and praQte. 

Thirdly, notwithltanding that At 15 80, condemning 
E piſcopacic, as it was then uled in Scorland, yet thels 
pointsof the power and prcheminence of one Paltor over 
others , and charge over moe particular flocks was not 
condemned, but expretly acknowledged to be lawtul] by 
that whole Af embly , Whercin E piſco; YMACtc was Called 11 
Queſtion Ano 1575. 1576, as ſhall be evidently clenc 
when we ſhall com to diſculle the As of thotc Alem- 
blics, 

Fourthly , thoſe points of Papiltric i in 92nc ell, and the 
part! Icula he ads damned and confutcd by ( dl \W ot land 
Kirk of Scetlant, were only ſuch as were oppotite tothe 
doFtrinc comained in the prinetpall C ontc -i0i n of the 
Ch urch of Scott, ind, ele « It along 7 tHAC protec 11:0 0\ fi nc 
Kings Majettic, and wholc body of the kingdoime, as it 
15 c -xpreſly ſet down Wn the fan ne place of the Covciant : 
But fo it 1s, that there was no Dodtrine contaimne. ct 
inthe Conteilion of | aith, or protciled now tor a 100g 
rime by the King an! whole bo dy of the Kingdom?, coir 


errary to theſe pownrs of power and preheminence of one 
Paltor ovricT Otlhicr Bre *t' rc n, 
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or mac particular fIOCKS 
thercetore theſe are not pots ts of Pap Ultric al aged by tic 
Covenant, 38 bang dainned then | by Gods Word. oi the 
( lhuirch of Scotland, and to this paſſay oe doth not aw 


Krvcto proves th: ar purpoſe t! I.) 1t! I; FOrmcr, 
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| CnrayP. IX. 
| Containing an Anſwer to the third Paſſage. 


| "He third Paſſage 1s in thoſe words Fe deteft the Ro- 

4 man Antichriſt, his worldty Monarchic and wicked 
Hierarchie. In this paſſage indeed there 1s no falſe cita- 
tion as in the former two, yet is there as great 4mperti- 
nencic in applying it to their purpote : for I cannot fec 
what they can aſſume upon this propoſition to conclude 
the point 1n Controveriic, except they would {ay, that all 
power and preheminence of one Paltor over his Bre- 
, thren , or over more particular flocks is an Antichriſtian 
workdly Monarchic, and all degrees of Ecclctlticall per- 
ſons is an Antichriltian wicked Hierarchne, and therc- 
fore detelted and abjured : But it this Allumptiun were 
true, then the Iigh prielt 1n Icrutalem conkituted by 
God himſclt had been an Antichriltian Monarch, and the 
divers degrecs of Ecclelialticall pertoas diltinguiſhed by 
Cod huatclt had becn an Antichriltian wicked - Htrrar- 
clue ; for it is molt certainc, that the High priclt had 
power and prehominencic over his brethren, - and charge 


; overali the particular flocks 1n ludea, The Apoltics like» 
wile 1n the Chrilian Church), and tir tow -labourers, 
Tit«, Tumothie, and others had beca Antchrixian 


worldly Monarchs , tor it 1s moſt certaiac, that wicy had 
power and prelicinineace over thetr Brethren an charge 

aver noe particular locks; as biſhops have now ; which 
may be qualilicd by the writin'7s of the Apaltles, and the 
telticmony of all the Vencrable Fathers of the Pruminve 
Church, who livc4d cither in the dayes of the Apaitles, or 
nerr to them. So likewile thole Reverend | athiors there 
Ielvcs, as Poly arpa, [pnating, 4 Ypr'4 s, Auſtin, — 


. 


— 


| bro/e, Chry/oſtome, exc, fla wild be cltetined no be: ar 
yea Iixewric our Supcrintcadents or Coin n:{h ners of 
| Provinccs thould have been Antichriſtian worldly Mo 
garchs, Sv that tlic worthy Lliitrumams of God 1n ty 
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Es. reformation of the Church of Scorland,mult be thuughtto Þ —— 
have(inſtcad of a laudable reformation )brought in an An= | row: 
tichriſtian worldly Monarchy in the Church of Scotland, F this 

But thc __ words which they doc moſt urge is P aft 
the laſt clauſc of ches Ce , bids wicked Hier archie, by certa 
which words x was made clccr { as they alleage) inthe who 
Aſlembly that Epiſcopacic was abjurod : what was made been 
cleer in the Aﬀſcmbly we know not, but we ſhall make it be re 
cker ( God willing ) coall{ whoſccycs arc. not bluded ſtica 
with partiall affection ) that thoſe veaſons produced in ven 
the At in the end rhereot at (which dowel int} 
were the molt wewhey they bring ) arc fooliſh, be u 
childiſh and ridiculow, arwortby of ſuch men as they fF Obr 
would be accounted amongſt the . chat 

But before we rater todilcutic their reaſons, we mult all 
feſt explaine the word Hierarchir, and ſhow what Hic- m4” 
rarchic is here condemancd : firſt , the word 11 49p1in 2. If i 
mongſt the ancient Grectans was ufcd to fnine a crr- l 
taine Magiſtractc, the charge whoreof was to have a core jett 
of Sacred and Holy things, = of Temples, Altars, and $4- ref 
crifices ; and trom thence wastranſlatod by anoicit Chre- am 
ſtim writers to fignitic the tacrod exders of Rubs. inthe by 
Church : Now that there is an holy order of Rulorsm to | 
the Charch I think no man can deny, evenin Pregbyren- =__ 
all Government, there arc three orders of Ecdlciialtical W 

ns who bear rule in the Charch, and have charge of the 
acred things, of diſtint power and authoritic, town, | Ar 
Paſtors, Elders, and Deacons, and ſo thoſe orders may be * of 
Yatdly called an Ecchcſialticall Hierarchic ; they who wn- £o' 
Yerftand the Greek word , knowrs perfeMy that 1t fre- nd 
mines no other thing, but « mile of facrod ehingy, or a hoty on 
Government : they cannot deny but theſe Ecchcliaſticnl) Re 
fanRtions have every one their own point of Govern- th 
wnemt , and that about ſacred and holy things , why then bad 
_ my _ the —_ ſmce they acknowledge hy 
ng d thereby 10 competent to their Ec- , 
deſirticall fanRtions? Is it becauſe the word 15 bor- ve 
rowcd 4 
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rowed from Ethmicks ? It ſhould not be abborred for 
this cauſe, more than rhe words Epi/copan, P reſo yrer, and 
Pafter , which did fignihe allo amongſt the Ethnicks 
cxrtaine oftices,or magiltracies, as ts well known te thoſe 
who are verſed inthew writings. Or is it becauſe it hath 
been abaled by the Papiſts ? ne1ther can it for this cauſe 
be rejected , taken in a right ſenie, and leparating Papi- 
ſticall c ions from it , more then the other tithes 214- 
ven to Feehce(ralticall officers, which all have been) abuſed 
inthe Popiſh Church : and that this word Hierarchy may 
be uſed to ſignihe the orders of Eccleſialticall ruters 111 the 
Chriſtian Church , I will bring no other teſtimony than 
that of Calvin, who was the tirit Aathor of Presbyte- 
riall Government, he in his Treatiſe De Necefſirate refor- 
mande Erclefia, ſpeaking of the Poputh Hierarchy, faith 
r boy's will {et « down ſuch an Hier archie, wherein Bi- 

»: bave fo prebenminence, that they refuſe not to be ſub- 
felt ro Chriff, /— __ him 44 fr om their head, and 
referring all ts him ; wherein they doe /o entertarne Societe 
amongſt themſelves, that they be no otherw/e bound but by 
bu truth : Then ] muſt acknowledge that theſe are worthy 
ts be called execrable, who will not reverence ſuch an 11s 
rarchue, and with all humble obedbence recerve the ſame. 
Where we ſee that Calvin doth acknowledee, that 
there may be a lawfull Hicrarchie nemher wicked nor 
Antichriltian,and fuch was this Hicrarchic in the © hurch 
of Seorland; contiiting of Bulhops, Prexbyters and Dea- 
cons, wherein Biſhops have ſo prehemmence over others, 
23 they refuſe not to be ſubzeR to Chritt, and depend up» 
on him, as from their head , and not from the Pope of 
Rome,&c. And theretore an the gudgement of Caiviy, 
thoſe who will not reverence fuch an Hicrarchie, are 
worthy to be accounted execrable and accuricd ; and 
fince our Covenanters profelle, that they reverence the 
judgement of Calvin more than all Antjquitic, I mat» 
vel how they can bleſlc themicives uw thys, wherein bt 


xcountcth them accuricy, = 
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To the ſame purpoſe likewiſe ſpeaketh Z-z.z, the chict 
promoter of Presbyteriall government in his Anſwer tg 
Saravia De aver). grad, M inſt, cap. 21, Albeit he doth 
not name Hicrarchic , yet ipcaking of the Orders in the 
Roman Charch, whereof the Hierarchie doth conlilt, he 
concludeth in theſe words, Neither dos we acen/e of thu 
Tyrannie, all thoſe who are called Archbi aps or Biſhops, 
for what Arrogancie were thus * yea, we doe ad txowledge 
all thoſe who are ſo called, 4s faithfull Paſtors of the Chri- 
ftian Church, providing, they tmitate the example of theſe 
holy Biſhops, ww reforming the houſe of God /o mii/erably 
deformed ; according to the rule of Gods Word ; and obey 
them, and with all reverence retrive them ; /o farre are we 
from that whereof ſome do moſt impudently accuſe us that we 
ould preſcribe to any onr particular example to be followed 
Hike ts thoſe impertinent men , who efteeme nothing well 
aone except that which they doe themſelves , oc. By the 
judgement then of thele two learned men, whole judge- 
ments they can hardly contemne, all Hicrarchic is wot 
condemned, norall Epuicopacic under the name of Hic- 
rarchie is to be abjurcd , but only in to farre as it is Antie 
chriſtian and wicked ; that is toſay, the manitold corru- 
tions and abuſcs in the orders of Ecclc{ialticall rulcrs 
broogh in by the Pope to fortitic his uſurped Tyrannic ; 
Thoſe with you we alſo abjure and detelt trom our very 
heart. But fo it 15 , that once Paltor to have POWTr Ul 1 
prehcminence over others, is not to be reckoned »mnong!t 
theſe corruptions which were brought in by the Pope ot 
Antichriſt, but was appainte(! by God humiclt , atnd pri 
Aiſed inthe Churchby thoſe whom Beta doth 1cknow- 
ledge to have been faithwyll Paſtors of the Chriltian 
Church, 

Now to come to the reaſons which they {ct down 2t 
lengrh In theend of the AR; the firlt reaſon whereby 
they preſle to prove that the order of Government undct 
Biihops, having power and preheminence over other 
Va'tors, as Pregbyters aud Deacons, is the Popiſh Hirr 4 

ae, 
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cy, in theſe words : The Popifh Hierarchie doth conſiſt 
of Biſhops, Preſbyters and Deacons, that us, Baytizing and 
reaching Deacons , which they prove fwit by a Canon 
of the Councell of Trent, 2. By a teſtimony of Bellar- 
wine. 3. By a Cenſure of the Vniverlitic of Pars, of ccr- 
taine Articles ſent out of /reland ; which tedious proba- 
tion was needlefle, for we doe not deny their propoſition, 
but grant that the Popiſh Hicrarchie doth conſilt of Bi- 
ſhops, Presbyters and Deacons ; But what then ? they 
ſuppreſle the Aſlumption and Conclulion, yet according 
to Logical Rules we may hnde them out, their Conclu- 
fion is known, towit, that Epiſcepall Government « the 
Antichriftian wiched Hierarchie. SO to interre this Con» 
clulionupon their propoſition as it 1s {ct down, nothing 
can be allumed for the minor, but that Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment confifteth of Biſhops, Preſbyters and Deacons. Sothe 
whole Syllogitme mult be. 
The Popiſh Hierarchie doth conſiſt of B i/hops, Preſoy- 
ters and Deacons. 
But Epiſcopall Government conſifteth of Biſhops , 
Preſbyters and Deacon: : 
Ergo, Epiſcopall government # the Pop1ſo 
wicked Hierarchic, 


But ky their leave, this is a Syllogiſme, Fx emnibic par- 
ticularibus & afirmantibiu tn rand; fSewes, which 
concludeth not , as they who have lcarned the hit rudi- 
meut of Logick knows ; ſuch as that, A/inws babert aurer, 
tn babes anrers, ergo, Ines Aſmss, I contcſſc that this may 
be reduced to a ſyllogiſme 5» proms fignrs, by converting 
the termes of the propoſition , and making it umvertall , 
as Duicqguid habet awres oft Aſinus, tw habes awres, Ergo, 
&c. But thus the Major 1s evidently falle, and fo lixce- 
wile their Syllogilme may be deduced inthe fame man- 
ner, by converting the Major, and making it univerſall , 
but ſo it is no more the propolition, thus ; 


el Orders of Ecclefaftical Rulers confifting of 
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Biſheps, Preſbyters and Deacons us the Antichriſtian 
withed Hierarchie, 
B nt the orders of Eccleſiaſtical rulers in E piſcopall 
Government confiſtetb of Bifhops , Preſbyters and 
Deacons, 

Ergo, be. 

But fo the major is evidently alſofalſe, neither doth 
their reaſons any wayes prove it, for if it were true, we 
might aſwell prove thereby that the orders in the Eccle- 
Gaſticall Rulers in the Apoſtles dayes, and Primitive 
Church after them, was the Popiſh wicked Hierarchie ; 
for they cannot deny but therein were Biſhops, Presby- 
ters and Deacons. As likewiſe that their Pregbyreriall 
Government 1s the Antichriltian wicked Hierarchies, for 
they grant that their Paſtors are Biſhops, their Elders 
C__— and their Deacons are Ecclctialticall Rulers 
allo, | 

Bur they ſeeme to objeR, that their Deacons are not 
preaching and baptizing Deacons as ours are , and thoſe 
of the Roman Church, but onely diltributers of the Ec- 
clcſalticall goods : I anſwer, their Deacons are fo much 
the worſe, as unlike to Apoſtohck Deacons ; and there- 
fore our Deacons and Popiſh Deacons more Chriltian, 
and hker to thoſe who were appointed by the Apoltles , 
for Stephen who was the firſt of thefe Deacons was a 
Preachee,and for his preaching ſuffered Martyrdome. A. 
7. Philip was a Dexcon, and yet both a Preacher and 
Baptizcr, eAc?. 8.5. & 12. And ſo we mult cſteeme that 
all the reſt of the Icacons had the ſamie power, nor arc 
they able to ſhew the contrary, We will not be aſhained 
therefore in this point, rather to joyne with Papitts , 
wherein they adhere to Gods Word and found Antiqui- 
& "5 to their new invented opinion difagreeing trom 

Xth. 

This reaſon, notwithſtanding the grofſe informalitic 
thereot , was good enough for the Common people , 
Wiv are well pleatcy Wwath any {hew of icaton CO401111110® 


_, 


Iryl * 


SOS EM STETLPEST) 


i 


% 


A aw as © ©. ce» @ SS ww W 


net abjured in Scotland. 


7y 


fromthe mouthes of their Leaders, and mcn of learmng 
amonglt them either woald not or durit not enquire the 
ſtrength of it : or if they did enquire in their own minds, 
durſt not publith their opinion either by word or writ, 
becauſe of an Act of this Aſlemblic, Sefſ. 23. A#. 17. pro» 
hibiting any perſon of whatlocver qualitic or degree to 
ſpeak or writc againſt this Afemblic , or any AR thereof 
under paine of incurring the cenſure of the Kirk. 

Therefore leaving the informality of this Argument, I 
an{wer to the ſubttance of the matter ; that all orders of 
Ecclcliatticall Rulers arc and may be called an Hierarobre 
we grant, in that ſenſe which we have declared, but that 
all ftuch is wicked and Antichriftian we deny , and have 
even { a/vm (the lirit founder of Presbytertall Driciplhne) 
for our warrant, as we have ſhown alrcady z and there» 
fore that exception they make, 7 har rhis Hierarchne us cal 
led the «Antichriſtian Hieray chie, not ro aaftinguiſh the 
Hier ar chic in the Popsſh ( bar ch from any other 4 lawful , 
But that the Hier archie where(oever it 1, uw called Hu ; 1s 
moſt falſe, and all the reaſons they bring to prove it are 
a falſe and impertincn. 

Firſt, they ſay, as /nvocation of Saints, Canonization of 
Sans, Fc. are called his, not that there is any lawtull 
Invocation or Canomzation of Saints, but whereloever 

yare, they arc his ; even {o (would they tay ) the Hie- 
rarchie 18 called his, not as if there were any other Hes 
rarchie lawfall but all Hiererchrie wherelocver it 1s, 15 the 
Popes, therefore abjured. A ſolid reaſon indeed, and 
worthy of ſuch an Aſſembly : tor faſt they may afwell 
conclude that all worldly Monarchy is abjured, becaufe 
the Popes worldly Monarchic is abyured, and to be of the 
Anabapriſts opinion, thar there ought to be no King in 
2 Chrittian Church ; and indoed it 15 to be lamented rhax 
their words, writings and practice doc bewray their 
mind, that they approach too neer to thuice damnable 


opinions. 


Secondly, this is a manifeſt putid Sophaline, A 47s /x- 
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cundun quid ad diltum ſimpliciter,» All Antichriſtian wy 
bed Hierarchie 1s abjured, Ergo, All Hierarchie u abjured 
fimpliciter. A child or an 1gnorant that knew never a 
word of Logick, may ſee by natarall realon evidently the 
ablurditic of this Argument, for albeit all wicked and 
Antichriſtian Hicrarchic 1s unlawtull, and theretore tobe 
abjured : but ſince there may be a lawfull Hizrarchie in 
the Church as we have ſhown , which therefore needs 
not to be abjured /implicitey ; as if one thould realon thus; 
God hateth all wicked men, ergo He hatcth all men ſimplici- 
rer. This Sophilme 1s like that which is in their rext 
AR againſt the Articles of Perths Aſſembly, to prove that 
Conhrmation of Children 1s abjured, The Popsfs five ba- 
ſtard Sacraments are abjured, but Confirmation i; one of 
the five baſtard Sacraments, ergo abjured : It is abjured 
indeed to bea Sacrament, but not therefore ſimply, tor fo 
they may conclude alwellupon that ground that V arriage 
is abjured, becauſe Marriage is one of theſe five baſtard Sz 
craments ; albeit perhaps the Moderator has abjurcd mar- 
riage, yet I hope all the reſt of the Brethren of the At- 
ſemblic will not doe fo, I marvell indeed , that men 
citcemed for learned and wiſe ſhould have blotted paper 
with ſuch traſh, and put ſuch cjuldith Arguments in print, 
as it they had to dcal with none but tools or Ignorants. 
Thirdly, there :s a great difterence bet wixt Canonization 
or Invocation of Saints, and an Hierarchic : for Invoca- 
tion and Canonization are ſunply cvill in themlclves, as 
againſt Gods Word, albeit they had never had the Pop® 
tor their Author. But-an Hicrarchic or order of ſacred 
Rulers in the Church 1s not in it ſelf evill, but onely in re- 
gard of the Corruptions thereof in the Roman Chuch, 
tor which reſpect it 15 called Antichriſtian and wicked , 
and therefore only abjured ; though in it (cif ſeparating 
theſe corruptions trom it, it may be lawfull and retcined. 

Secondly, they bring a reaſon to prove this, that all 
Hicrarchic 15 the Popes in theſe words , What/cever £01 - 
Ff:400 wad 1 the Kirk, enther in Dellrine, #or ſp, © 
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Government, fnce the my ftery of tniquitie began to work, , 
and is retained and maintained by the Pope, and ovrruded 
wpon the Church by bus Antherizie, u his, but al Hierar- 
chie ts ſuch ; Ergo,e*c, I anſwer, that ncither the Hicrar- 
chic in it ſel, that is the order of Eccleſiaſticall Rulers , 
aor the power and preheminencic of one of thele orders 
above others, 1s a corruption of the Church, but. a pcr- 
tetion thereof, as we have ſhown before, nor was it 
brought in liace the myſtery of Iniquity began to work, 
but cltabliſhed by God himſelf long before that mylteric 
of TIniquitic ; And albeit it was retained and maintained 
by the Pope, yet for that is it not to berejeted more than 
divers ſound points of DoArine, which are as yet retate 
ned and maintained by the Pope ; God forbid we ſhould 
think, that all which the Pope retaincs and maintaines 
weic wicked and properly Antichriſtian ; tmally, neither 
is it obtruded now upon the reformed Church by the 
Popes Authoritic, but rcſtored to the former perfetion 
by the lawfull Authoritic of the Kings Majcllic , with 
conſcnt both of Civill and Eccleſialticall Supreme ludica- 
toric of Generall Aﬀemblics and Parliaments : Therctore 
this [Hierarcbie in vur Church is neither tobe accounted 
the Popes nor Antichriſtian. 

Thirdly, they allcage a paſſage out of the Hiſtoric of the 
Councell of Trent to prove this , Where it 44 related that 
the { onncell would not define the Hierarchye by the ſeven 
Orders ; and that we have inour Confeſſion the nuwan{oid 
&rders ſet apart, ant diftingwifped from the Hierarchie : 
Ergo, Gluke. 1 profeile I doe not underitand what they 
would conclade upon theſe words, but of this I ata affu- 
red, they can conclude nothing that ſerves to prove their 
concluhton ; It hath n-<&l of 2 (harp wit to hnde any 
clzer conſequence thereof pertinent to the purpo'c, and 
luce they have fet downe no conlequence themlelves , 
It were an idle thing for me to trouble my braines to 
trarch it out, and therefore untill it be berrer explaines 
I leave it, 
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Laſtly, they alleage a paſlage ent of their lecond book 
of Diſcipline , Cap. 2. in the end thereof : Therefore af 
the ambitious titles invented in the K ingdowme of »Anti« 
chriſt, and m hu n/wrped Hierarchie which aye not of ane 
of theſe foure ſorts, towit, Paſtors, Dottors, Elders and 
Deacons : pogerier with the offices depending thereupon 1n 
one word ought to be rejetted, It they would conclude ups 
on this, that the ambitions title of Biſhop, and the othce 
depending thereupon is therfore to be rejected, (for I can 
ſce no other conſequence that can be deduced of theſe 
words pertinent to the purpoſe in hand. ) I anſwer, tirlt 
that they have uſed as great talſhood 3" this citation, as 
they have done indivers others before, for in that ſame 
very place cited by them , the title of Biſhop ts one of 
theſe which they acknowledge 1s given to (ignihe a Pa 
ſtor of the Church, for a little betore, they number theſe 
titles to be Paſtor, Miniſter, Biſhop, Door, Prevbytcr , 
Elder and Deacon ; and yet they here in their citation , 
reckon onely foure titles, whereas in the book it felt in 
the Chapter cited by them ſeven are reckoned, whereot 
the title of Biſhop 1s one, and therefore not to be rejected 
as an ambreitons title, nor the office depending thereupon, 
Secondly, the title of Biſhop 1s not an ambitious title in» 
vented in the Kingdome of the Antichrilt, or the Popes 
wurped Hicrarchy , but is a title given by the Spirit of 
God in the Scripture tofigmhe a Sprritnall funRion 10 the 
Church, eAFy 1. 20, eAtts 20. 28, 17 wm.7.1,:, And 
therefore this Citation out of the Book of Difcipline 15 
both falle md impertinent. Thirdly, Albeit it were trn® 
ly alleaged, and dtd prove the point directly , yet we ac- 
count not the Authoritie of that Book fo anthentick, 4» 
to make 1t an Article of our Belcife whatlocver is faid 
there, 
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Containing an Anſwer to che fourth place cited 
out of the Abjuration. 


=—_— fourth and laſt paſſage && the Abjuration or Ne- 
gative Contellion , whereby they alleage that Epi- 
{copacie is abjured, is, We profeſſe that we joyne our ſelves 
to this reformed Kirk , in Dottrine, Fanth, Keligion, and 
Diſcipline ; prom fing and [wearing by the great Name of 
God, that we ſhall cont inge 1n the Doitrine and Diſcipline 
of thus Kirk, and defend the ſame according to our Voce 
tion and power all the dayes of our life, 

Firſt, we mult remark that by theſc foure diſtin terms 
we not ſigmned foure ſeverall diſtin things, but by do- 
Qrine, Faith and Religion 1s figmihed one and the ſelf 
fame thing, for Doftrine to be beleeved is the objeRt of 
Faithand Religion confilts in the prafitice of this Do» 
Orine, and Ds/cipline is the meancs to conſerve Dottr ine, 
Faith and Religion, and lo we lee in the next words, CO! 
taining the promiſſary part of the Oath, they are all redu- 
ced ro we Define and Diſcipline. 

Secondly, we muſt conſ1der what doftnge and dulct- 
pline this 1s whercunto they fywear ; It is not every point 
of doFrine which hath been taught in the pulpis ot 
Srotland, nor every point of Diſcipline which hath been 
praftifed in ther Sefton Prabyeeries & Aſtembles; tor 
then ( God knowes ) how doubrtfome and unc-rtatne an 
Oath this ſhould have been, becauſe thute points have 
been often changed, and ſome direAly contrary to other ? 
the matter of an Oath ſhould be fo clearly and particular- 
Iy fer down xs is pollible ; for if be fet down indermrcly, 
men may involve themfelves rathly in a contradictory 
Onh ; Ant thoacfore thote who tramed this Oath, have 
wil:t; a4 con{iderately fet down divers limitations ot 


he watter of the Oatlt, whereby it 15 made clear and 
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evident, what dofqrine and diſcipline it is whereunto 
they promiſe by their oath to joyne themſelves : But our 
Covecnanters have diſlemblcd ſubtilly thoſe neceſlary li- 
mitations, and fſct it down in generall and indefinite 
termes, only naming in generall the DoQtrine and Diſci- 
pline of the Church of Scotland, 

Now that we may know more evidently what Do- 
Arine and Diſcipline is here mcancd, I ſhall tet down at 
more length the words of the Oath as they be in the Ori- 
ginall : We beleeve with our hearts and confeſſe with ow 
moxther, &c. that this 1s the onely true Faith and Religion, 
pleaſing God and bringing /alvation to man, which u now 
by the mercy of God revealed ro by the preaching of the 
Elefſed Evangel, and received, beleeved and defended by ma- 
wy notable Churches and Realms , and chictiy by the 
Church of Scotland, particularly expreſſed t» the Con 
feſſion of Faith, eſtabliſhed and publikely confirmed by ds» 
vers Atts of Parliament, and now of a long time "_— 
profeſſed by the K ing and whole body of the K ingdome. 1n 
theſe words are comprehended fourc cette lmelees 
of the matter of this Oath, without the bounds of which, 
It 1s not to be extended ; Albeit it were futticient to (ſhew 
that Epiſcopacic was not abjurcd by this Oath, if we 
prove that by any one of theſc limitations it can be ex- 
cluded , yet. to make the probation more full we (hall 
make it evident, that not by one onely , but by all thele 
fourc limitations, this point ( That it « not lawfull for 
one Paſtor to have power and preheminence over bu Bre- 
thren, or over more particular fock than one ) is excluded 
trom this Oath, and therctorce not abjured as a Popith 
crror. 

The firſt limitation is, that they only did ſwear to ad- 
here to that Doctrine, which is revealed by the preac ring 
of the bleſſe4 E: angel, or by Gods Word - But to it 15 that 
no dotrine conde:nning this power and prcheminencic, 
1s revealed by the Goſpel , or expreſſed by Gods Word,or 
depending thereupon by neceſſary contcquence,theretvre 
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by that Oath, none was ſworn to adhere to any ſuch o- 
Arine condemning that point : But the contrary doqrine 
is ſo clearly teltined by the whole courſe of Scripture , 
both in the old and new Teſtament, that it is lawtull tor 
one Paitor to have power and preheminence over others, 
or over moe particular tocks , that we much admire why 
men fo verſcd m Scripture can be fo blinded as not to foe 
ſo cleer a Truth, or it they ſee it ro be fo 1mpudent , and 
without confcience to abjure 1t as adamnabic Herelic , 
compelling others to charge the lame by fo folemn and 
feartull an Oath, wherein they im: we them really to per- 
jure themſclves tor clchewing a ſup poſed perjury. 

[he {ccond lumttation 15, that the DoRrine whereunto 
they {wear to adhere was that, 1#/hich was received, be- 
leeved, and det ended by many notable Churches & Realms, 
then when this Oath was tir{t grade : But fo it 15 that this 
Doctrine declaring 1t to be unlawtull , that one Paſtor 
ſhould have power and preheminence over others &C, 
was not reccived, belceved, and « ictended by many nota- 
ble Churches and Realins at that time ; for we can ſhew 
that the molt of the reformed Churches and Realins at 
that time did profadle and prattile the contrary, as all the 
Churches of Hyg h-Germany Bohemua, Denmark, Sweden, 
Norway, Poland, Hungaria, Helveatia, Fugland, Ireland, 
and our own Church of Scotland they cannot proguce 
one Realm, nor any Church that had at that tune 1mbra- 
cc tully presvyt tcriall Government, exce! pt one City of 
Gexeva, which notwithſtanding did not fo al ſolutcly 
condemnc Epilco} CIC IS they 40C, as we have ſhown 
by the Teitunonic of the two cheaitel] t meinvers of th 
Church, Calm and Bexa, There are now fume Ch _ 
which have received the Geneve Difctphne, as the Pals- 


Tinate 1% High-Germany , the confederate Provinces of 
Lower- (ror many, and the rif-r med Charch of France, 
which notwithitandino had rot that D:iic1plun , NOT A 
full eitabluihbod Church amon it them at chat eume : tor 


the Paletrnate Coiltlunicd i che Dodtriue and Liioeapling 
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of the Anguſtane Confeſlion, untill the year 1584. when 
John Cafſirmere Prince EleFor after his Brother Lods- n 
wick's death brought in Calvinitmne, as Lucas Ofiender in 
his Epitom, Hiſtor. Eccle/. Cent. 26, t5b.4. cap,20, doth 
teltific. In the Low Countrics, albeit there were ma 
proteſtants before, yet had they not an cſtablithed Church 
untill the year 1583. when as they renounced the Autho- 
ritie of the King of Spaine : neither had they of France 
at eſtabliſhed Church untill the raigne of Hemry the 
Fourth, Reade over all the Confelſions of Retormed 
C hurches contained 1n that Sywtagaes onfe/ſtonum, you 
ſhall not finde one of them condemning this power and f 
prcheminence,or Epiſcopacie ablokutely. But on the con- 
trary, many of them doe expreſly approve it : Theretore 
fince there was not many notable Churches and Realines , 
which received, belceved and defended, that it was wn- 
lawfull for one Paſtor to have power and preheminence 
over others , or over moe particular flocks, 1t 1s manifelt 
that this point was not abjured by the Oath of thc Co- 
venant. 

Thirdly, the matter of the Oath is expreſly reſtriFed 
to that Doqrine and Diſcipline, Which « pay ticularly ox- 
preſſed in the ( 1feſſion of Faith, ſet down Anno 15060, 
And ratified publikly by divers Att of P artbament before 
ths Abjurattion was [worn : by which limitation 1s cx- 
cinded from this oath all points of Doctrine and Difct- 
plince added fince, cither by As of Geneorall Aﬀlemblics , 
Synods or Pre&byterics ſince that Confellion was recei- 
ved , 2s that At of the Aflemblic at Dwnaie, 1580, and 
at Glaſgow, 1581. Condemning Epiſcopacie, and others 
of that kinde ; and ſach are our Covenanters Additions 
or Applications of the Confeſſion of Faith,cxpreſled in | 
their Rebellious Covenant : And the truth ts , that they 
1c1ther have nor can produce one word of that Conteih- 
on condemning this power and preh*rminence, neither 
had the Church who eſtabliſhed it any ſach purpoſe or 1n- 
rention to doclo. But on the contrary, the fame Church 
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at the ſame very time, in ſetting down the fult book of 
Diſcipline, did approve that power and preheminencie 
vader the title of Superintendents ; therefore this point 
was not abjured by ” — 

Fourthly, the matter of this Oath is determined to be 
that doQrinc and diſcipline, Which was for 4 long time be- 
fore, the hrit traming of this Oath, profeſſed by the XK ing 
and whole body of thu K ingaome. But ſo it is that no point 
of Doqrine condemning this power and preheminence, 
was profeſied for a long time before this, by the King or 
body of the Kingdome : therefore that power and pre- 
heminence was not abjured by that Oath. For the Kings 
profeſhon we have ſhown Cap. 6, what it was at that 
time , and both before and after ; then the protcthon of 
the whe lc body of the Kingdon e Caiino tbedctermined 
by particular mers opt110ns, but by publik Ads either by 
the Supreme,Civill or Ecclctialtick Court, And they have 
not produced any Act of cither of thols Courts | long bc- 
fore, ſhewing ſuch a profcilion ; and therefore, it 1s to be 
preluppoſed that there was none fuch : But on the contra- 
ry, we can produce Acts of both tholc Cuurts , not oncly 
long before, but alſo continually fince the Retormation , 
yea at that lame very time when this Abyjuration was 
tut made, and ſome yeers attcr (t andug in force, approu- 
virg this power and prehemience : the ficit Act they 
ca produce, having any appearance of coudcmning E pt- 
{copacie as unlawtull, is that AR of the Aſn Blic at 
D andre 1585, which notwithitanding doth not ferve 
their purpoſe , firſt, becauſc this At was not long betorc 
(if not att or) this Alyuration was fit framed, beung c 
-zr about that faine time. Sccondly, a! 
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preheminencic of Supcrintend ents and Commilſlioners 
was publikly approv ed | by the {r{t ook of Dilci, pline, and 
by divers Ats of Generall Alemblics, even thc 1N, and 
ſome years after handing 11 force unrepealed , Which we 
have bcfore faithtully cite lcap. 5. Andas tor the civill 
Courts both of Councell and Parhament, they declared 
thc: profeſſion by rage; 2 of divers luits made for ra 
tify ng thc ſecond book of Ditci; pline, which 1cciacd to 
condemne this power and preneminence as in the Af: 
ſemblics, 1578. 1579. and 1580. cited here by then:- 
ſclves ; It is declarcd that divers ſuits were made for c ita- 
blitk ing the i cond book of Ditctp line by Act of Patlia- 
ment,or otherw 1:c,it that coulimnot be obtainedby At co 
> ouncell, but buth the one and the other were ottcn rc- 
tulcd, 
Morcover, 1t was declared by the King and whole bo- 

dy of the Kingdome afſembled 1 Parhtament at 1 4:n- 
nul eb Nay 22. 1584. that they had no fuck protciho! 
but on the cor; trary, in the 129. At of tha 

repr {cnting the whole body of the K1 
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them rathcr to be abjured under the name of Di/cipline , 
than under tic naine of Dottrine : t] TTEVUTC tO tarkc d\vay 
all way of Eſcape or ſubtertuge, we thailexamine t! 
point of Diſcipline allo, and thew how farre it is 1acki- 
ded 1a thc Oath ; and albeit it be by all thote toruer J1im 
tations excluded alto, for thelc limitations arc to Lc ap- 
plicd alwell to tac Ditcipline as to the Doctrine, 

Yet for further rcfolutton, we mult contider that the 
word ( Di/cipline ) 15 taken in divers (1gncations, fri 
[trnictly and properly, for that part of the Policic which 
conccrneth the ccaſurcs of the Church,to be practiſed up- 
on tholc who doc crre cither 11 doArine,or in manners of 
lite, And fo E pllCOpactc, or power and prenemucnc 
OT UNC Paltor oVer Others 15 110t COLItTary thcercti NUT ITALY 
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be taken in their proper and molt utuall ſenic, rathcr than 
in an unproper and hgurative , except by ſome evident 
reaſon it appear that it mult be taken improperly. And 
this certainly 1s the molt proper and nfuall meaning of 
this word ( Ds/cepline, ) as it 1s taken in the order {ct 
down before our Palm books, inthe ſecond book of D-. 
{cipline cap. 7. lintituled of Ecclefiaſticall Diſcipline, in 
the ſecond book of Diſcipline every where, and mot 
frequently by all Eccleſiaſticall writers : and therefor: 
thoſe who have obeyed and received Biſhops arc not pers 
jured, nor have broken that oath, whereby wi did {wear 
to adhere to the Diſcipline of the Church of Scotland, But 
on the contrary, tholc of this Aſſembly who have dc- 
poſed and excommunicated with fuch precipitation lo 
many Biſhops and Miniſters, without obſerving in their 
proces thele formes preſeribed by the Diſcipline of the 
Church of Scerland, arc evidently perjured according to 
tne own grounds, 

Secondly, the word Diſcipline is taken at ſome times 
11a more large and ample fignttication, tor the whole Pos 
I1c1e of the Church, which in the ſecond book of Diſk 
plinc CAP, I. is detined to be Anorder or form if Spovita- 
al Government , which tw exerciſed by the men bers thor 
appointed by the Word of Ged, for the weeli of the whole be+ 
die : which policic cp. 2. 1s divided, tir} 1n regard of the 
perions, in that part which concericth Rulers, ard that 


which concerneth them who are ruled ; fecondly, m rc- 
gard of the thing fubjeR to this Police 11 three part 

I, The polictc which CONCEernmes thc p 1c: ng or te 
Word, and the admn:11 {tration of the Sacraments. 2 111:t 


which concerneth the cenfures of the Church or Pit 
pine fo properly call:d. 3. In that which co: 


rhe collecting and diltavutions of Almes aid tent of 0! 
Church. 

Now it ay will be fo of4ft+r \Ito contend. tht 
word Ds/coplone 415 taken 1 thts laroc 1014s in the Ont 
of the Coycuant ; f r eh ci lat Pticn hi cy ,» 
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conſider that in thts Qaſcipline or Policic, it rsrequiſite 
that we diftinguith the points which are effcatiall and 
perpetuall, from the ponts accidentall and mutable ; or as 
tis expreſ)y diltinguiſhed 1n the firſt book of Diſciple 
cap. 9. Imriruled of the Policie of the Church in things wt- 
terly weceſſary , without the which there is no face of a 
vitble Church, and 1n things profitable and not acer] 

neceſlaric : the points utterly neceſlary are tholc which 
are pre{cribed by Gods Word to endure perpetually, as 
that there be Paſtors, Teachers and Rulers 11 the Church , 
that ©0ds Word be truely tanght, and Sacraments adimi- 
ni:lred according to Chriits Inſtitutions, and that the 
cenſures of the Church be excrciicd again't ſcandalous 
pe lons, and luch other lixe things, The points not meer- 
ly necdlary but profitable arc thoſe, which atc not parti- 
cularly preſcribed by (ods Word, but Ictt to the libertic 
of the Church to conſtitute by Ecclckalticall Canons, fet- 
tmg down the tormes, Ceremonies and Orders to be ob- 
ſerved in Gods worthip, and ruling of the Church, ac- 
cording as the divers circumltaiices of tunc, place, and 
perſons doc require : Such as, how many Paſtors under 
what names and titles they ought to bear rule 1n the 
Charch, over what bounds or what particular perſons 
they ought to have charge, when, where, tn what order, 
peſture, or what habite they ought to preach, pray, or al- 
minilter Sacraments , and cxcrcale their Authoritic, and 
bvers other Ecclcſialticall Contttutuns coneermuy 
their particular inanner of Government. 

The firſt fort ought not to be altered or changed in fuo- 
ſtance , {mcc they arc app untcd by C,0d to 5c pcrperuall 
inthe Church, aird the oath taken un Baptiſme, or catr c 
to a calling, doth oblige every one withiu the Church 
according fo ehcir PLACC and tration therein , tO (GHOICT 
them perpetually albeit there had been no other Oath 
0 it 15 that this power athd prehcmmeincic herc condcn 
ned, 1s not contrary to any of thetic cficntiall POmuny 
policic of the Church appuiited by Gods word, bu 
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conforme therto, according to the pratice by the C hineb 
both under the Old and New Teltament ; And therefor: 
in {wearing to adhcre to theſe points of IED none 
have abjured this power and preheminence, but there. 
with have retained thoſe efſettiall points without # wo 
or Alteration, 

There be other points of Epitcopacic, which are com- 
prehended under the accidentall parts of the Policic of 
the Church,ſuch as are by w hat titles or names th ole who 
bear chiet rule i in the Church ought tobe called, Whether 
Bt hops, or 3 uPp- rantende nts, Or Commullioneys , Or Prehi- 
a »ts, Or mooeealer, or AModeratores, by whole advice 
the 1114 exc rciſe th 1cIr Authorit ic, whether by Cha 
prev + 07 Ivy, ds, or Pre! peers, or | 'Y other w ſc, r0dly an | 
learned wen, afſiyn ed by their own choice to be their 


Co nicell : Al beit in deed it ve more expc Went 1 to ule 
th -1- titl-s and names, \ hich have ever been wc; 1 the 
Apoſtolick and Primitive C hurch,and continued by long 
peeferl tion in after ages, than thoſe new invented titles, 
by men aftzAing Sinzvularitie, 
Thc points be 1ng altcrable in their own nature, as not 
berng oreciſcly C( mmandoi m Gods word , may be 
chat ged by the Church in whole libe: tie they were left : 
and therefore no Oath conld bind any man to rhe PCr pes 
tuill obſervation thereook, 11 cafe 1t P oloaſed the Church for 
ons ot ext x44 NCY TO» altc then |: fur accoruimry to 
hat ( UINO1N Kerwuia fu rig Fur as HI /ravHitay Has 
(O15 /HPCY 109 If pant ww ie tic fk 's WC 
unto be of therr oven nature perpetwm furis, the 
Cat. taken thereupon bi:ades to the perperuall obſervatt- 
01:,.01d no Creature ts alle to abſolve us of that Oar! 
þ UC 1 wy pojuravs, and onely a Conftrituth' n of thc 
C.* wh or Co mon- wealrh co cerring thele things 
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wh it was eſtabliſſitel-—all arc ip/o fats looſed 
toad of chat Oath : hea all thoſe who have 
{worn to adhere to the Diſcipline of the Church of Scor- 
laxd, are bound by vertue of that oath to follow the 
Church in the alteration ſhe makes in thoſe mutable 
points, and to obey the new As and Conſtitutions that 
concerne the ſame. A'though they be different or con- 
trary to the former At, and all thoſe who diſobey there. 
in contemptuouſly , are guiltic of perjuric : Therefore 
ſince the Church hath altered upon good and grave rea- 
ſons thoſe formes and Conltitutions of Presbyteriall Go 
vernment,cſtabliſhed for a time not upon ſo good grounds 
unto the ancient approved manner of Epiſcopall Govern- 
ment ; all thoſe within the Church are obliged notwith- 
ſtanding of their former oath to follow the Church in her 
change without fear of perjurie, And on the contrary all 
our Covenanters, who beforethe lawtul abrogation of the 
Conltitutions of the Church eſtabliſhed by lawtull Au- 
thoritic , have not conformed themſclves thereto , but 
difobeying them in their own perſuns, and by their ex» 
emplary praticc intiſed, yea compelled others to diſobey 

rebell to the diſgrace of their mother their Church , 
and breaking of the bond of peace, whereby the {Unitic 
of the Spirit is conſerved doe lyc under a feartull perjuric 
untill they doc (crioully repent. 
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Anſwering to the Alts of the Generall Aſſemblies 
produced againſt Biſhops witill that 46+ at 
Dundee, 1580. 

Hrs ditcuſſcd thoſe paſiages ed ont of the 


Abjuration of the Covenant, it refts that we an» 
{wer in like mauner to the Ats of divers general! Aſlem- 
blics,produccd to prove that the Church hath cornlormcd 
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this power and prehemincyce ot one Paltor over another 
and over moe par ticular tiacks : albeit a {uthcient aifwer 
may calily be gathered by the judicious Readcrzout of that 
which we have faid already, yet beeaulc many arc :noved 
by the Authority of thate Aﬀemblics, who doc nut unders 
ttand the manner of their proceedings , we mutt conlider 
them more particularly, to the end that we may thew 
what weight and force they ought to have in the 
Church. 

Thoſe Ads here cited by them for the more cummo- 
dious anſwering without Tautologic may be d:ipotrs in 
three Ranks, firſt, flome of them containce only prepara- 
tions to the condemning of Epiſcopacic, as thute trom 
the year 1575. to the 1580, next there are lome that tend 
directly to the cltabliſhing of the tecond book of Ditci- 
pline, transferring the power of Bithops to Prewyterics ; 
thirdly, others arc ſuch as condemne Epitcopacie, which 
all we thall examine particularly in their own order, 

And firtt we mult obſerve, that they never allcage ons 
word of ay Allcmbly fince the Reformation untill that 
at Edinbergh 1575, albeit there were thirtic generall 
Allemblics in Scor/and before that time, more uncorrupt, 
holy and vencrable, thanany of thofe which are allcaged 
of them ; tor why they were not able to (hew by any 
provabilitic, that betore that tune the Church ot Scorland 
did think any evill of this power and preheminencic, but 
«1d continually and conſtantly approve tlic ſame both by 
her Conſtitutions and praRzce. 

Next we mutt conider the cauſes and occalions mas 
ving the Miniſters at that rime to alter their judgements 
inchus point, and if we remark the citate of the Charch 
and Kingdome of Scer/and at that time, as it b kigwn to 
all thete who have taken paines to underftand the trus 
hiſtory of the Church and Kingdotme of Scer/axd in thult 
dayos, we ſhall finde cvidently the occalions of this alte+ 
ration of Indgement, 

Fuſt, there were at that tume ſome men of learnine, 
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hut of ficry and viokent humours,come into Srerlord from 
Geneva, who becarle of their travels abroad and learning 
were had in grent<lteeme ; and they being themielves 
greatly in love with Geneva diſcipline, did labour by all 
mane of per{waſions to move others to like both of the 
—_— Lattic, efpcaally Noblemen, toa liking ther- 
ef alſo ; at kt by mtreatics, perſwaſions, and ſome ſhew 
of redlon made fecretly amongſt themſelves a reaſonable 
mumber both of Nobility = Miniftry, who carricd « 
great ſway m generall Aﬀemblies, and were able to make 
a partie if the ormer Government were calked in Qne- 
tion. 

Secondly, they thought the time fit to further their de- 
figne, in regard of the Kings Majcſties minoritie, being 
then about ten yeers of age at moſt, and thereforenores- 
pable of the knowledge of that which was moſt fit for 
the Government cither of rhe Civill or Ecclefraltick 
eſtate, governed himiclf by divers men of divers hu- 
mars. 

Thirdly, there was a great furtherance to this Alterati- 
on, i regard of rhe great troubles, diviſions and factions 
at that time, amongſt the Nobilitic and Courtiers, every 
one ſtriving to thruſt out his Neighboar from that im- 
ployment he had abont the King and Court, as wienes the 
violent death of three Regents, and the fourth , like 
enough, had gone the fame way if his Goverrnent had4 
indured longer ) and many of the Nobility cut off by par- 
ticular quarrells , ſome juſtly, forme unzMly under co 
lonr of tegall proceeding + as witnes lkewife an At of 
the Allemblic at F 4:nbargh 1578. whereby a ſolcmn Faſt 
was injoy:1cd for divers reafons, Eſpecially berawſe of the 
Foil and in teffone, wngodly Setitions and Dern foons within 
the Bowel of the King dome + Some Noblemen therefore 
and Conrriers m thoſe tions times, xs Fiſhing m troubled 
warers , to firther their own ends did labour to make 
fome pretext of Religion, and therefore did ſtrive to have 
the Charch upon their (ide, abafing the ſroplicttic of tone 
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of the Muuttric zealous of the new Diſcipline, and the 
pride of others impaticrt of ſubjeRtion to their Bil 

or Superintendents ſtirring them: up to calt off their yoak: 
kyowing that they by their Sermons and private pradtices 
might doc much, te make the people incline to which 
tation they pleaſed beſt ; And by that meancs to force 
the Kings Majeſtic for fear of a generall infurreion to 


grant them whatſoever they delired, which policic our 


Covenanting Noblemen have carctully practited now 
with great but a dangerous ctcA : there was never yet in 
thoſe times ſo bold a Traitor , but he found Miniſters of 
that ſet to Countenance him, and approve his doings 
both privately and publikly, as witnes their applauding 
the Earlc of Bothwell in his treaſonable attempts , for it 
is certainly knowa that of thoſe moneyes which was 
collected by the Miniſters for the relicf of Geneva, a part 
was imploycd to wage ſouldicrs for him, I know and 
could name it I vleaſed both the deliverers and Receivers 
thereof : It is known alſo that Miniiters of that Set had 
a chief hand an all thoſe attempts which commonly arc 
Called Roads , as at the road of Sericiding , theroad of 
Leith,and the Abbey road,and at the 17.day of December 
the Earle of Gowry tound one of the prime Minitters of 
that Sc to ju'titic his cauſe, and rcfuſc to give thanks to 
God for the Kings Deliveric from that treaſounable At- 
tempt, Finally, it 1s well known how King ame; of 
happy memory was vehemently troubled and vexed molt 
unjuſtly by that Se, during the time of that Anarchic of 
the Church, as he himiclf Icft in record in his B«þlcen 
Doron, 

Fourthly, to thoſe occaſions another was joyned to 
turther the ruine of Epiſcopacic, towit, the Sacrilcgions 
greed of ſome of the Nobilitic and Courticrs gaping 
atter the Church-rents, which they perceived they coul 
never obtaine fo long as the Authority of Biſhaps did 
fublilt, and therefore ud uſe the uttermolt of their cndear 
vou tv xa; down that cſtate pulhing forward the Mint 
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ſters to cry cut againſt the Brihops, and ro dime abroad 
their perfonall faulrs both in their Aﬀemblics, Pulpits and 
private confereace, to make the very oftce it ſelf odwoas 
to the people. zo! 
It is therefore more than mami rhat thoe crowble» 
ſome and factions times cannot be accounted 2 pris 
+ fdent for the Government of the Charch in 20S z 
for ſhall a tew turbulent Afſemilics backed md puitied 
forward by factions humours and facruegions greed of 
Noblemen and Ceurtiers ? in the minorage <> the Su» 
preme Magiſtrate — a new Ditcpline, by the 
example of one ſinall Citic of Geweva, confirmed oucly 
by the practice of fourteen or fifteen yeers at molt, be 
able to cou ze Gods Word , the corrumali PÞT2« 
Rice of the Church of God borh under the old and new 
Teſtament, and the example of the bleſied Apoſtles and 
their Succeſlors , the venerable Paſtors of the Primitive 
Charch, continued in after ages in all Chrittian Nations 
etill this laſt age ; yea retatacd by the firſt reformers of 
the Church of Sretlavd, and ed by the Church 
therein for many yeers thereafter. So that the Authorttie 
of theſe Aſſemblies ought not 40 move judicious men 
judging withoar partiall -ftion : This oweh 1n grne+ 
rall concerning thuſe Aﬀemblies whereby the eſtate of 
Biſhops was oppreit in thoſe dayes, yet to removeal 
, we (hall diſcuſſe parricularly all the Acts allcaged 
here out of theſe aſſemblics, ſhewing that they terve lttlo 
cr ng to the preſent purpoſe. | 
Firſt , they allcage that Bilhops were tollerated from 
the year 1572. uncil) this year 1575.. Bur by rheit” leaves 
y were tollcrated from the very firit years of the Re- 
formation, for ſo,many of them as did joynethemſelves 
to the reformed Religion, retamigg the rithe, athee, and 
Benefice ofa Biſhop, did exerciſe rherr juriſdiRtion over 
all the Paſtors awd within ther Divceſc by appro» 
bation of the ecnerall Aﬀcmblics of the Church, as we 
hay< (howp before, Cap. 5. —_— jus waz mot as they 
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allcage a mcer tolleration, but a full conſent and approba- 
tion, at lca(t in regard of their power and EC 
above Miniſters, and charge over moe particular pariſhes, 
It is truc that Aw» 1572. there were divers Bit | 
wacant , md that my Lord Regent did excuſc hunkelf to 
the Aſlembly, that they had been ſo long void ; as appears 
by an AQ of that Aficmblic at Edinburgh, Auguſt 1572, 
whercio at is recorded, that e Alexander Hay Clark of the 
Cotincell preſented fome Articles in nameof the Regent 
cothe Afiembly , whereof 016 is Ay Lord Kegent his 
grace mmdes , that with all convenient diligence, qualified 
perſons ſhall be preſented to the Buſbepricks now vacant, 
the delay wherrof has nat beew by bus pwne defanit, but by 
reaſon that ſorve enterofſe whs made to theſe living in fa- 
voxr of ſome Noblemen, before his acceptation of the Ree 
gencie ; yet his Grace 14 per/waded tbat qualified perſons 
tall be fpeedily preſented, and in caſe of failesc, will nat 
fare methoat the others knowleage or con/ext to preſent, Sg 
it appcarcs by his excuſe , and promile of diligence wa 
times to cane, that this was not a tollcration oncly, but 
an carncit funt of the Church, thae qualified perſons (hould 
be preſcared as they were ſhortly attcr and accepted by 
the Aſterblie : The Regent & this time was the worthy 
Atxchrw Earle of Lenox, a man of a woble and generous 
diipofition, who bent himſclf £@ wradlt the Church Lis 
vings out of the Noblemens hands, wid to cſtabliſh the 
Church an her proper litre, which doubtleſie he had 
effeQuate if he had been ſuſtered longer tokve, aud fo [ct- 
tied.thiaggthere1n, as King famed of Mewory, and 
King Choe tow raigraug (hould not ave hed Lo muck 
and turmoile #n rodtefling the cltate chereol a 
gaine'2 Butnotloag attce this; he was traitcruully nur» 
—_— Serirativg ,1and attcr his. demth another ny 
ng, all lizdctigncs were rovericd, Ejall | 
down, and theCtuochk brought —_—— mn 
- The tft :Alldmbly alicaged to ptoye their concluſion 
is thatia Augutt. 1375. whith cutwithſlandarg doth, 902 
thing 
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thing make for them, but againlt them rather, as we ſhalb 
make manifelt by the proceeding of rat Aflemblic and 
Canclulion thereot , according as we have fathfully cx» 
wracted them out of the Regiſter of the Aſſemblies. At 
this Aflcmblic inteed was made the firſt pablik 1nowon 
againit Epilcopacie / although they had before lautpris 
ratcly their plots i their own comventiecles ) av the very 
beginning of the Aﬀlembly , when they were calluig the 
Roll of their names, the Biſhops ( according to the accu- 
. Gomed arger in former Aſſemblies)being hirlt called, rho 
promaters of Geneva diſcipline ſet forward one lohn 
Paree, a man neither of the wiſeſt nor moſt learned of 
the Muniltric, but of great beldnefle, which happily he 
bad learned inthe Cloilter , having been fometiune ( as E 
have heard ) a Monk in D »mfermiing ; he riſmg up made 
a Proteftation,7 har rhe calling of the Bi/bops tn the A fſem- 
blie ſbouli not _ the opinions and reaſons which he 
and other ls of his mind had to oppone ofamit the 
eftce av name of Biſhops ; this Proteltation being veche« 
mently feconded by others, the queſtion was propoſed to 
the Aſſemblic in theſe termes, Whether 1he Biſhopr,at they 
ere now wn Scotland, have their funttion of the word of 
Goz, or net * a more tormall propoſition indeed than this 
inthe Adſemblic of the Covenanters, albeit it have tome 
ambiguitie alſo : they thought it nor fit- to put. the mat- 
Kr preſently to the voycinguntill it were ſuthcrently dif 
cuſied by reaſoning pro + camera ; and for thar effect there 
are three appointed upon every part to reaſon the matrer, 
and to report their judgement and opmion to the Aflem- 
blie, and how farre they could agree : the reaſoners. a- 
gainlt Epiſcopacic were Af, Andrew Melrin Prinxipall 
ot the Colkdge of Glaſgow, who was the chief many in 
this cauſe, Afr, Lame: ; 6+. Minitter at F 44nbaryd, and 
AL. thn (ras Minilter at Aberdrene : on the other 

tor Dilkops wereappuinted Af. George Hay Commilkos 
acr of Cathass, Af. David Lynd/ay Minter at Hoot , 
Af. ohm Kore Miruller at Porch ; they togeriiet tuving 
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conferred and reaſoned the matter at length, could rot 
agree upon the Principall queſtion, and therefore the Af. 
ſembly determined by an Act, That they think, it not exye- 
dient preſently to anſwer to the Principall queſtion : yet 
they who were appointed to reaſon the matter, reported 
tothe Aſlembly he they had agreed altogether in certain 
ints, 'Firſt, thatthe name of Biſhop 15 common to all 

them which have charge of a particular flock, to preach 
the Word and adminiſter the Sacrament , which is their 
chick fun&ion by the Word of God. Secondly, That out 
of this number may be choſen one to have power to viſite 
ſuch reaſonable bounds as the Aflemblic ſhall appoint. 
Thirdly, That he may have power in theſe bounds to ap- 
point Miniſters, with conſent of the Minifters of that 
orgs, and of the flock ty which they are appointed, 

-ourthly, That he may have power to appoint Elders,and 
Deacons in every particular Congregation with conſent 
of the people. Fiftly, That he may have power to ſuſpend 
and depole Miniſters for reaſonable cs, with conſent 
of the Miniſters aforeſaid. The which points of agreement 
were ratihed and approved by the next Generall Aſſembly 
in April, 1576. nwcdy It 1s evident that they did not 
intend to diminiih that power and preheminence,which 
Superintendents had before over private Miniſters, or 
over the particular Congregations within their bounds, 
which as we have ſhuwn betore was no lefſe than that 
which Biſhops now doe require to have in the Church : 
And therefore that this Aſſemblic concluded direRly a- 
gainſt them,who condemne the power and prcheminence 
ot Biſhops over Manilters and over moe particular flocks 
than one. 

Secondly, we muſt remark a ſubtill diſſimulation of our 
Cavenanters, who in the Citation of this AR remember 
oply one point of this Agreemeny towit, 7 har the N ame 
of 4 Brſvep i commen 40 every one of them that hark a p4- 
tir ular fiock;burdiGembles the othicr points of agreament 
which we have rehearſed unparting this power und pre- 
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Thirdly, albeit they intended at this Aflemblic preſent. 
ly to have thrown down Epiſcopacie to the ground, yet 
becauſc ay wile, learned and godly Brethren did op- 
pole them, ſtanding firmly for the ancient diſcipline of 
the Church, there paſſed hve or (ix years in theſe conte- 
ſtations before the fhnall ſentence was pronounced ; in 
the mean time thoſe £ p1/copomattiges nord not to labour 
diligently by all mcancs to draw others to their judge« 
ment, uling likewiſe the per{waſions of men of ſpecall 
note beyond Seas ; as in he time of the Conteſtation, the 
Lord Games tl:c1 Chancellor of Scerland was moved by 
our Genevating Miniſters to write to Zeza, craving his 
opinion concerning the preient” Government under Bi- 
ſhops & Superintendents, to the which letter Bexza made 
a large anſwer condemning the prelent Government,and 
ſctting down a plot of that Policic and Diſcipline which 
he defired them to imbrace, according to the which they 
did frame their ſecond book of Diſcipline,and that in ma- 
ny points 5p//ſimu verbrs, as may appear by conferring 
the Book with his Epiſtle. 

That ſecond citation from the Aﬀembly , April x 576. 
{crves nothing to their purpoſe, for albeit Sowe Bofhops 
were cenſured becauſe they had not betaken themſelves ro 4 
particular fleck : yet this might conſiſt with power and 
prcheminence over others as ts cleer in the Superindents, 
who albeit they had particular flocks wherein they were 
ſpecially bound to attend in preaching the Word, and ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments, yet that did not hinder but 
that they might have charge over other Paltors and moc 
Pariſhes. 

Finally , thoſe corruptions of the eltate of Bilhops 
which are ſet down in the Aſſemblic at E 4nbwrgh, 1578. 
were not fully concluded in that Aſicinbly to be dainicd 
abſolutely, but only propoſed by ſome aid craved to be 
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CHaeP. Xll. 
Anſwermg to the Afts for eftabliſhing f the 
ſecond Book of Diſcipline, 


He ſecond Rank of Acts cited out of Generall AC. 
ſemblics arc thoſe which concern the eſtabliſhing 
of the ſecond Book of Diſcipline, ſuch as arc that AR ot 
the Aſlembly in April 1578, Sefs. 4. that in April 1578, 
July 1579. Iuly 1580, Sefs. 10, April 1581, 1590. 1591. 
Scſs, 4. tothe which they need no particular Anlwer 
but Generally concerning this book of Diſcipline, we 
an{wer, firſt, that this Book of Diſcipline was brought 
head, and urged by the ſame means and occaſions where- 
of we ſpake before, to ſubvert the former eſtabliſhed Go» 
vernmment, and to bear down Biſhops, that the Church 
the tmore ea{ie might be robbed of her patrimonic by No» 
blemen and Courticrs gaping after the Church-rents, and 
tatious humours ſtriving to {ingularity, contrary to the 
mind of the witelt and graveſt and molt modclt of the 
Miniſtry,and oppoſed continually by the King & Councel 
and whole body of the Kingdome, as the very As them- 
{elves here produced by them doe evidently declare. 
Secondly, the Ats of thole Aſſemblics can be of as 
greater force than the book it (Hf, for the eſtabliſhing 
whereof they were made. But fo it is, that this Bovuk is 
not in it (elf that Diſcipline whereunto we ſwear to 
joyne our ſelves in the Oath of the Covenant, hit, bc- 
exile at this time the book of Diſcipline was but onely a 
thing in fer, not as yet concluded when the Onth was 
made, and therefore could not be accounted to be come 
prehended therein ; for that Ordinance of the Allemblic 
at Gla/gow,r5 81, whereby that Diſcipline was appointed 
to be regiftrated in the Aſlembly books, did not make it 
a binding Law, neither was it intended for that cnd , but 
as it is expreſly ſet down inthe AR it (elf ad per pet mam 
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the intention of the Church. So it was but a thing mica» 
ded by the Church, but not cfieted ; as likewile that Or- 
dinance of the Allembly at Glaſgow 1 590.conccrning the 
ſubſcription to that book, did not cxtend it {alt to all 
but to auall Miniſters only , and yet of thoſe many did 
reliſt it ; as particularly the Miniſters of A=ugs and 
Afearner, and divers other parts of the Kingdome, for 
the which cauſc it was thought needfull that a new At 
ſhould be wade Anz 1591. injoyning agaiae the ſublcri- 
ption uoder a penalty, and particularly to thoic of Angus 
and MMearwes, This book was never ratified by any At of 
Eftate cither in Councell or Parliamgnt , without the 
which they themſclves coutellc it could not be a Law, as 
they doe in that Ailcmbly Iuly 1579. and that AGembly 
i15K80 Sels. 10, As for = AR of Parlament 1592. hcre 
allcaged, tilt, ic was after the lat urging of the (wearing 
of the Covenant 1591. and theretore could not be incluy 
ded in the Oath, Secondly , it was but a partiall ratihce- 
tion, not of the whole book, but of Generall, Sy 
and of Presbytcriall Alſcmblics,and Pariſh Sc(hons,whic 
did [tall remaine under Epatcopall government with grea- 
ter regularitie than they were before. 

2, This book of Dilcipline many ycars after the 
motion thereof, could not be agreed unto by the gr 
and bcſt part of the Miniliric, tnding it tor the molt part 
but an 1 magioary plot,which could be hardly effeRuatc gr 
indurc long in the Church without great corruption, 45 
the cent proved. Some of it never put in pratice cither 
inthe Church ot Scerland, or any other Eharch in the 
world, like t0.the frame of Policic in Pete's Repuhich,, 
or of Ow: apes, as tholc points de Diacenara, CONcerning 
the collecting and diltriavution ot the rengs of the Church : 
tofſomec points the contrary bath cvcr been praftiled , a5 
it 4s appuinted by that Book Cap. 7. The Landmard 
Charekus ſbeuld not nor canl4 not have pant icular E lder- 
yr , wnd vet cvar after there was not fotinall a Land: 
Q 2 War 
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ward Church, but had thcir particular Seſſions conſiſtins 
of the Miniſters, Elders and Deacons. It is likewiſe there 
appoitited that Elders once lawfully called to the office Ma 
n-ver leave it again; and yet it hath ever been an uſe that 
he who was Elder this year ſhould be caſheered the next, 
and every you a new Election made, Item, it is ordained | 
Cap.3. That all Eccleſiaſtical Parſons, as Paitors Elders, 

and Deacons ſhould receive the Ceremonic of ordination to 
their office, which are declared to be Faſting and Prayer , 
and impoſition of hands of Elderſhips, and yet they did 
never practiſe impoſition of hands upon Elders or Dex 
cons, but only in; the Ordination of Paſtors : many other , 
points might be brought which either were never praQti- 
{c4, or the contrary pratice brought in. 

3. I this Book of Diſcipline be a declaration of the 
meaning of Church, where the negative Confeſhon in 
the Covenant ſhould be interpreted,then thoſe who have 
ſworn the Covenant , have ſworn alſo to this Book of 
Diſcipline ; if it be ſo then, which of all the Covenanters 
can free themſelves of perjurie, for I am aflured, that the | 

cateſt part are not- pertwaded in their Confeience of 
the truth of all this Book of Diſcipline, nor will ſwear | 
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to adhere thereto all the dayes of their lives : let them 
t their Covenanting Noblemen, and other Gentlemen 
poſſefiors of the Church Rents, to an aflay to {wear that 
point of this Book ca.9.T hat to take any part of the patri- 
wmony of the Church ( conſiſting of Titbes, Manſes, Gleabr, 
Poſſeſſtons, Lands, Big gings, eAnnuall rents, and any 6 
ther thing which hath been at any time before, or ſhall bein 
rmes coming, given for the uſe and wtilitic of the Church ) 
ard towvert it to the particular and profane wſe of any per- 
fon, we hold it a deteſt able Sacriledge before God Or that 
point Cap. 12. That thu order which Gods Word craver , 
canner fland with patronages, or power of preſent ation Cc. 
put them (1 fay) ro this Oath particularly,and make them 
underſtand , that by ſweating to the dilcipline of the 
Cluuch of Scerland, they arc ſworn allo to this point ; 
ad 
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and then you ſhall find that they will rather renounce 

'our Covenant before they take ſuch an Oath : Or if the 
fore ſo bad a Conſcience as to ſwear fo direly again 
their mind, before they perform really that which they 
ſwear, by reſtitution of the patrimonie of the Church and 

vieting the Right of Patronage, they ſhall rather revolt 

m your Covenant, and conforme themfclves to the 
Book of Common Prayer, Book of Canons, and hizh 
Commiſſion likewiſe. So if you ſhould pat many of t 
Miniftric, eſpecially thoſe who poſlee rich Parſonages, 
to ſwear particularly that point of the Policic appointed 
by this Book, Cap.g. & Cap.12, To ſuffer the Deacons to 
intromet with all their Charch Rents, and to diſtribute the 
ſame by the direilvon of the ruling Elders giving one fourth 
part for the maintenance of their 1 and Deacons, 
another to their poore Hoſpitals and Schools.: another for 
wpholding the fabrich of the Church and other extraordi« 
nary affayrer, and only 4 fourth part to be given ts the 
Minſter ; they ſhould find few of them who would im- 
brace their Covenant upon thole Conditions. So then to 
perſwade - rs ſwearing to adhere to the diſci- 
line of the hurch of Scor/and, they {wear allo to this 
k and to all the points therein, (whereunto the who'e 
Church did agree fully in that Alemblic 1578. as they al- 
=_—_ ) either it is a falſe deluding of the whole Kingdom, 
in drawing upon their coniciences the burden of a fear- 
full perjuric, or elſe the Covenanters themſclves remaine 
=s yet under that fearfull perjuric, notwithitanding of the 
renewing ot their Covenant , whereby they think that 
their perjuric is expiate ; for they have not as yet re- 
nounced thoſe things which they are bound to rexounce 
by their oath. 

4. This Book of Diſcipline 1s deficient un the principall 
points of Charch diſcipline ; there 1s no order {et down 
therein of the cenfares of the Church, nor of the manner 
of proceeding to the tentence of excommunication #- 
gainſt oftenders , or ua the ablolution oi the peiute ot, he 
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of recciving them again into the Church who has becu 
excommunicated : 1n which poiuts that which properly 
is called the Diſcipline of the Church doth conlil. Every 
Church hath her Ecclclialticall Canons, whereby tholc 
things are directed, but this book omitting thoſe Canons 
hath done, as that Paintcr, who having portraicd cvery 
Nation in its proper habite, did paiat the French man 
naked with a paire of Taylors (hcers in his hand to ſhape 
to hunſclf a faſhion of Habitc, becauſc he changeth year. 
ly according to his fancic : cven 40 this book of Diſci- 
pline hath given to the Miniſters, and Lay-Elders in their 
Elderſhips, a power to ſhape to themſclves a new forme 
of Diſcipline cvery ycar as they pleaſc ; fo that as I know 
perteatly;there were few Presbyterics or Sciliuns un Scat» 
land, but had differeat manner of proccecding in theſe 
things, as 1 could inftance wa divers particulars, having 
feen and perufſed many Presbytcriall and Scilion books. 
And there is none amonglt themſclves, who frequented 
divers Presbytcrics, but know this to be truc. 

Finally, this Book is fuperabundant allo,meddling with 
thoſe things which doc not appertaine to Eccle{iaſticall 
—_ as {etting down rules reſtraining the civill 
and ſupreme Magiſtrate in the execution of his charge 
committed to hum by God , dcbarring hun from med- 
dling with Ecctehaſticall matters, aud not giving him io 
much power thercin, as toa Shoamaker or Taylor being 
a ruling Elder, and grving hum no definitive power , but 
only to be an cxcrutioner of that which they detuac,, aud 
ſuch other points of Jefuiticall-dactvinc. 

Seeing therctorc this book of Luiciplinc was acver 
fully approved , nor practiſcd by the Church , nor tully 
ratihed by the citate and kingdome, nor reccaved tully by 
the Covenanters tthemfclves, and tmcec &t is dercent 1n 
principall points -of Difciplac , and tuperabundant in 
meddling witihthings mpertinent,it canaot be accounted 
that diſciplune'whercunto all are {worn by the oath of the 
Covenant ; Aud theretore that all thoſc Ads of Aſſem- 
blics 
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VV herein us diſcuſſed that Aft of the Genera? 
AſSemblie at Dundee 1580, Condemning 
Epiſcopacte, as it was then in Scotland. 


* He principall AQ whereupon they ckiefly inſiſt, and 
ground this abjuration and meaning of the Church 
1m theſe years when the Covenant was ſworn, is that AR 
of the Generall Aſlemblic at Dwnxdee luly 1580, whereby 
The office of a Biſhop ( 4s it was then wed in Scotland) « 
condemned as unlawful in it ſelf : and that AR at Glaſs 
—_— April 1581, explaining the ſame , declaring it ## 

wnllerſtood not of the ſpiritual funttion only, but of the 
whole office of @ Biſbep, as it was then uſed, Albeit the 
Church appeareth wholly to have condemned by thoſe 
Ads all the points of the funRion ofa Biſhop, yer if we 
conſider rightly , we ſhall inde nothing in them which 
proveth directly the determination of this Aſſemblic ; tor 
] cannot fee how the whole Church of Scoeland did agree 
at that time in condemning as inlawfull in it felf , eicher 
this point of Epilcopacte which is condemned by this 
Allemohe of Covenanters 1638. or wy Subltantiall point 
either of the Spirituall or te:nporall fandtion thereof, cx- 
cept they grant that the Church at that time did contra- 
di it felt. 

Firſt, I am aflared they interded not to condemne 1n 
Biſhops, as unlawtull it ſelf, the preaching of the Word, 
the Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and the exercite of 
Eccle/iatical! Dilciplme, ſince they acknowledge them- 
ſelves that theſe arc the principall pints of their f rieuall 
funtioa in that AR of the Aﬀlzavbe 1475. diſcuficd here 
deto rc SCCONLy, 
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Secondly , neither did they condemn as unlawtull in it 
ſelf, the name and title of a Biſhop to be appropriated to 
ſome Paſtors by others, for firſt, they did allow the nitic 
of Superintendent to be appropriated to ſome paſtors , 
hich is a word of the ſame ſenſe and fignihcation, and 
unporting as great Authoritic and Iurifdiftion as the 
other ; And therctore it were but a fooliſh Logomachie , 
or ſtrife about words to allow the one title, and con- 
demne the other. Secondly, it may aſwell be condemned 
as unlawfull, to appropriate the name of Aſiniſter tothe 
degree of preaching Paltors, which 1s common to all 
thoſc who w——_ charge in the Church - or to appropriate 
the name of Elder to their ruling Elders only, which is 
common to all Paltors, Apoltles, Evangehilts, and B:- 
ſhops, 

Thirdly, neither did they condemne as unlawfull in it 
ſelf, their power and preheminence over the Miniſters 
in their Dioceſc, or charge over moe particular Pariſhes, 
firſt , becauſc there were points agreed upon by both par- 
tics before this Aſſemblic, and approved by a ſpeciall AR 
as we have ſhown before, Cap.11. Secondly,becaule this 

wer was as yct{till remaining in the perſons of Super- 
intendents , Commilſioners and Viſitors, and long aftcr 
this tune, 

Fourthly, neither did they condemne as unlawfull in it 
{clf, their power of Convocation of Synodall Afemblics 
and their moderation therein, tor the Church acknow- 
ledged this power to be lawtull in Superintendents, as we 
have ſhown by divers Acts of Aflemblics, / ap. 5. tor if it 
were unlawtull in it felt , it could not be thought lawtull 
under any title whatſocver. 


Fiftly, neither did they condemne as untawfull in it ſelf 


their tieting and voycing in Councell or Parliament, or 
other Civill Indicatorics ; for they acknowledge in the 
{ccond book of Diſcipline, ( ap. 11. That Pater: may 
and ſhould aff their Princes when they be wequrred in al 
things agrecable to Gods Word , whether it be in Comncel 


or 
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or Parliament, or otherwiſe, So a little before this time 


M. Robert Pont, who was a Paſtor and Commiſſioner o f 


Caithenes, had licence from the Aſſemblic to exerciſe th® 
othce of a Senator of the Colledge of Iuſtice, which 
was a Civill Tudicatorie » That proviſo which is added to 
this doth not import any unlawfulnes in the office, tro- 
viding they neglett not thei own =—_— , nor by flatteris 
7 Princes hurt the publik eftate of the Church ; if any 

oc (0, it is but a perſonall tault, and not eſlcntiall to the 
ofhce, for Biſhops may doe more good in thoſe places 
for the publik weal of the Church, than their Apoſtles of 
the Covenant by their long ſtaying in Edinburgh farre 
from their own particular charges, attending the tables 
of the Covenant, and gadding up and down the Countrie 
toſtirre up the Kings Subjects to rebellion againſt him , 
and to diſturb the c{tate of the Church and Kingdome, as 
many of the Covenanting Miniſters have done, 

Theſe are the principall points both of the Spirituall and 
temporall funtions of the Biſhops, and ſince they were 
not accounted by the Church unlawfull in themſelves , 
how can this be that this Aſſembly hath jultly conden. 
ned The whole eftate of Biſhops 4s wnlawfull in it ſelf ; ex- 
cept the Ambiguitic lurk in Vele words which are there 
added and often repeated, A it 14 now wed in Scorland , 
ſigmfying that it was only the corruptions which were 
in thoſe who were Biſhops at that time which they did 
condemn, and not Epiſcopacic abſolately. It may be 
true indeed, that there were ſome corruptions at that 
time in thuſe who had the office of Bilhops, or that they 
did not exerciſe their office aright , retaining ſome cor- 
ruptions of the Roman Church, but for theſe perſonall 
faults , the office ſhould not have been condemned of it 
ſclf, ſince theſe corrupcions might have been ſeparated 
from thc othce, as they were indeed by the new re-cita- 
bliſhment of Biſhops in the year 1606, 1608, | 

Aid certainly, they anderſtood thoſe corruptions 
Whuch arc rcmaked to have no in the Biſhops _ 
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book of diſcipline, Cap.11, whereof ſome are corruptiong 
indeed, but not competent to that othce, as it was now 
eſtabliſhed in Scerland by generall Afſcmblics and Acts of 
Parliament : others of them are only luppoſed corrupti- 
ons, which cannot be convinced to be tuch indeed, cither 
by Gods Word, or tc{timonic of approved Fathers, or 
practice, or example of the primitive Church, 1. They 
ſay, it is a corruption that the naine of Biſhop ſhould be 
- cap ny to ſome few : we have anlwered to this a 
httle before, ſhewing that this is only a proud doting 
about queſtions and ſtrite of words , as the Apoltle fayes, 
x 7*meG6, 4. 2. They account it a corruption, that they 
addi not themiclves to a particular flock : 1 anſwer, that 
they doc ſo, for their Dioceſe 1s their particular flock ; 
Then it is neither neceflarie nor pan] roo that hc to 
whom the generall charge of many parithcs is commit- 
ted, ſhould aſtri& himſelf to one Pariih only, nor can the 
contrary be convinced from Gods Word, wherein we 
Ende no ſuch diviſions of Pariſhes as is now, 3, They 
challenge them that they are called Lords over their bre- 
thren, and over the inhcritance of the Lord : But tirſt we 
lay, that they arc not called Lords in regard of their rule 
over their Brethren, but in regard of their temporall 
Lordſhips beltowed upon them by the Liberalitic of 
Princes, and 1n regard of their place in Parliament and 
Councell : then this title of Lord, like as Domwnw in La- 
tine, and Nv4i95 in Greek is ſometimes 2a word henifying 
abſolate and ithanitated Pominion, So we ce that di- 
vers Emperors, albcit 1n cfte& they had abſolute domini- 
on, yet did they retuſe often the title of Doming:s be- 
cauſe it was odious to people, and in this ſenſe Biithops 
are not called Lords, neither doe they arrogate to them- 
ſelves ſuch abſokate and unlimited dominion, as to doe 
What they pleaſed, but they mult be ruled by the Canons 
of the Church, Bur otherwiſe the title of Lord is only a 
word of honour competcut to every man of reipeR, to 
whom. it pleaſes the Prince, or cultome of the Countrey 
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to give that title, as in Frexce we ſee the Biſhops are no 

otherwiſe intituled than other ordinaric Gentlemen, cal- 
ling them Aſown/iewr ; 10 likewiſe in Spaine and /taly 
Seignior, Which title is allo given to any other man of 
worth ; it is only the cuſtome of the Countrey of Eng- 
land and Scotland, whereby this title of Lord 1s given to 
Biſhops, and not for any abſolute Duminion they arro« 
gate thereby. 4. They account it a corruption > & Bi- 
ſhops ſhould have further bounds to viſite then they may 
lawfully ( they would fay couvenicntly : ) but that corrtt» 
ption oy caſily be amended by diviſion of the Dio-» 
cele,as is latcly done in the Dioecle of St, Andrews,withe 
out aboliſhing the whole othce, 5. That a Paſtor ſhould 
have criminall Iurifd1ion : we anſwer they have not 
this as Paſtors or Biſhops, but as a priviledge by the Laws 
of the Countrey annexed to their tcinporall lands, which 
notwithſtanding they doe not exercite in their own per» 
fon, but by their Stewards or Bailiftes. 6, They count 
it a corruption,that Biſhops would not ſubjet themſclycs 
to the correRtion and cenſures of the particular Elder- 
ihips or Presbyteries : this 1s but a ſuppoſed corruption, 
and if it were fo, 1t were a great corruption indeed, and 
a moſt uncomely and contutcy diſorder, to give libertic 
to the inferior members to corre the head ; it 1s true 
indced, that Biſhops ought to be fubjeRt to the cenlures 
of Generall or Nationall Counccls, and none of them will 
think themſclves excemed from fuch a one as 15 lawfully 
conltituted, Albeit the Biſhops did decline upon many 
juſt reaſons this Aſlembly of Covenarters, which arc at 
length expreſicd in their declinature, yet it that the Af- 
femblic ha4 been conſtituted accoriing to the prelent 
eltabliſhcd order of the Church, they would ucver have 
declined trom the tame. The latt COrruptions, they re- 
mark 441 the bithops as they were then 1n Srorland, is , 
that they did not wnltrudt their people in Cods Word , 
which 1s a corruption indeed, but not <ffeunall to the 
Ottice of a Biihop, or allo weld by a Law : it any ont that 
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dutie, let them be cenſured for their perſonall fault, it is 
great iniquitic to condemn the whole othce as unlawful 
in it ſelf, for the perſonall fault of one or two. 

But I perceive that the chict thing which was then 
condemned in Epilcopacic is, that they did not receive 
thrir Commiſſion to exerciſe their charge from the Church, 
or that every Miniſter had not his voyce in the Nomins 
tion or Election of Biſhops, but that they were nomina- 
ted and preſented by the King, cleed by thoſe of the 
Chapton only, and conſecrated by other Biſhops, and 
this was the thing which moved them fo deſpitctuily to 
condemn that-eſtate, in the conſtitution whereof every 
one of them had not a hand, and in all their proccedings 
both inthe book of Diſcipline and Acts of. Aſlewblies it 
appcares, that this was the chict thing they required, that 
it they had had their Commiltion only from the Church 
or generall Aſſemblic , they would have condetcended to 
all other points of their funtion, 

I. In fa Grand book of Diſcipline, Cap.11. they con- 
fels that albcit Paſtors as paſtors have not power over moe 
Nocks than one, yet if it be given them by the Church 
they may exerciſe it lawfully. 2, Inthe Afſemblic 1575. 
it 15 agreed by both partics as we have declared, that 
amongſt the paltors one may be choſen by the Church to 
vilite certawne bounds comprehending many particular 
pariihes, and therein to plant Miniſters, to fulpend and 
depoſe them for reaſonable cauſes, 3. In the Aſlemblic at 
Fainburgh 1578. one of the principall petitions they 
maxe tothe Regent, was that none (huuld be admitted to 
vote in Parliament in name of the Church, except ſuch as 
havc Commiſſion from the ( bur: h. 4. In the ſecond 
book of Diſcipline, Cap. 11, It is ſaid that no perſon un- 


der whatſoever title ought to attempt avy AR inname of 


the Church either in Councell or Puliament, having no 
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C ommifiion from the { arch ; 10 that it that had been 
done, we ce that they acknowledge both their power 
and prehemmence over other Palturs, their charge over 
moue 
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moe particular flocks, their fitting in Councell, and vo- 


ting wn Parliament to have been lawfull, which are the 

rincipall points both of the Spirituall and temporall 
anion of Biſh ps, which they challenge in this Aſleune 
blic to be unlawtull, 

If then we can ſhew that the Biſhops have received 
from the Church fuch a Commiſſion, to exerciſe all theſe 
points of their oftice, how can it be denied but they may 
excrcile them lawfully , ſince this is the only exception 
againſt them in theſe things : Therefore we (hall inake 
it appear that Biſhops have received from the Church 
this Commiſſion. 1. Chrilt himſclft who 1s the head of 
the Church having all power, gave tv the Apoſtles this 
Commiilion to excrcite puwer and preheminence in all 
$pirituall and Eccle{1a'ticall matters, over all both Paſtors 
and people throughout the whole world, 2. The Apo+ 
ſtles who were at the beginning the repreſentative 
Church, gave the like Commiſhon to Biſhops over ccr- 
taine bounds over the which they received luriidiction, 
as Pani gave to Timothy in Epheſms, and the bounds of 
Aſia minor thereabout, Commuilion to plant Churches , 
to ordatne Presbyters and Deacons, to have Iurifdition 
and Rule over them being ordained, to reccrve or repcll 
accuſations given 1n againlt them, and by conlequent to 
zjadge and corre, or cenſure them : the fame Commul» 
fion received Tires in the Kingdome of Creta ; neitlier 
Cai) it be doubted, but the reſt of the Apoliles gave the 
like Commiſion unto others in thele Nations where they 
travelled to preach the Golpel, who were to lucceed 
them 1n the rule and Government of the Churches, wher- 
in they had not only the Name, but alſo the ottice,and that 
power of Biihops which is here calles! in Controvertic ; 
as none Can deny, Except tholc who will unpudecnt!y 
deny all-trxc records of Antiquitie, fuicc all the orthodox 
Fathcrs who fuccecded the Apoltles , and lived 1a the 
fame 2ye with them, doc with unanunous contoint t2- 
ſtitic tic faine, The wiuch Commillivit was derived trow 
F 1 hh 
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the Primitive Church ( who received it from the A 
ſtles ) to thoſe of ſucceeding ages, confirmed by continu. 
all praAice uncontroulcd or the {pace of htteen hundred 
years by any Orthodox writers, untill this laſt age that 
ſome of the Church of Geneva began to call it in queſtion, 
3. The Commiſſion to vote 1n Parliament they could not 
have at the begirming, when there was no Chriſtian Mas 
iſtrates or Common-wealths , yet fo ſoone as King- 
; —_ and Common-wealths received the publik excr- 
ciſe of Chriſtian Religion anthorized by Laws, then the 
Church conſidering that many of the Civill Laws did ci- 
ther direly or indireAly retie& upon Eccletialticall mat- 
ters and Religion ; and that it was very expedient, that 
Eccleſiaſticall Conſtitutions tor berter obedience thereto 
ſhould be ſtrengthened by the Laws of the Kingdome , 
they did carnelſtly fupplicate Emperors , Kings and Ma- 
piſtrates that fome Commiſtioners from the Church 
might have place in their Soveraign Courts, whereby 
Laws were eltabliſhed to turther therein the cauſe of God 
and the Church, and to take heed Ne Ec cleſia aliquid ts 
tr iments capiat + the which ſupplications Chriſtian Em- 
perors, Kings and Magiſtrates out of a pious zcal did 
grant , And therefore did authorize the Bithops and Pre» 
lates to fit in their Soveraigne Courts in naine of the 
Church ; this priviledge many godly and learned Pre» 
lates did injoy to the unſpeakable good of the C hurck, 
and advancement of Chrittian Religion : fo that it 1s no 
Icfle, but rather a great deal more wicked Sacriledge to 
rob the Church of this ſo prohrable a priviledge, than to 
rob ker of her patrimomre : and therefore no marvel , 
though theſe # op make no fceruple 11 Conſerence to be 
facril-gious in the one, be alto facrilevious in the other 
4. 1o come neerer to our Church of Scorland it is cvi- 
dent by all hiſtories, that ſince there were Chriſtian 
Princes therein, the reverend Biſhops did not onely rule 
the Ecclefialtic!; attarres , but alſo had a ercat hand in the 
aft.,ircy of the Civill cſtate, and did much good, by their 
Wy il 
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wiſe Counſcll to the King, the Church and whole King- 
dome, before Popiſh tyrannic had place thercin ; aud 
that {ince there were any formall Parliament in Scotland , 
the Prelats made up the third Eltate, and did repreſent the 
whole Church thercia,both by the canſcat of the Church 
and fundamentall Laws of the Kingdowme, fo that to the 
enating of any Law, the conſcat of Prelates was ever 
thought as neccſſaric as any of the other two Eltates. And 
therefore ſince by the fundamentall Laws of this King- 
dome, no At 1n Civill or Eccleliaſticall matters ever had 
the ſtrength of a binding Law withaut the couſent of all 
the three Eſtates, whoſoever will preaſe to ſuppreile the 
| eſtate of Prelates doe reverſe and deſtroy the very funda- 
mentall Laws of the Kingdome, 5. To come yet neerer 
to the reformed Church of Scecland, at the very fhrik re- 
formation, thoſc who were appointed i the place of Bi- 
ſhops called Superintendents, had by Commiſſion from 
| the Church as great powet and preheminence over other 
Paſtors, and all the Pariſhes within the bounds of the 
charge committed to them, as Buhops doc now require 
in their Diocelc. It is truc, the Superintendents had not 
vote in Parliamciit, nor could have ; for why the Biſhops 
| retained ſtill their poficlion in thole places upon their ar- 
cient Commiltion, often ratified in Parliament both be» 
| fore and aftcr the Reformation, never quarrelled by any 
Genecrall Aflemblic of the Charch, untill that Alemblic 
at Edinburgh in Otober 1578, wherein the Biihops arc 
required only, not to vote im Parliament in name of the 
Church without ſ{peciall Commiſſion therefra. And 
a few years befors, towit, at the Afſemblic at Edinwbargh 
1573, the whole Iuriidition and power of. Bubops 1s 
expreſly allowed by the Church , with ſome exceptions 
not very nwic as we remarked before, and yet there 
no mention of excepting this power, to yote 11 Parliu- 
ment in name of the Chucch, whereby they doc tacitcly 
| at the lealt approve this the ancient Commulliou of the 
Biſbops to vote 1a Parliament in name ot the Church 


Fully, 
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Finally, at the laſt re-ctabliſhing of Biſhops,T hu ( om. 
wiſſion to vote in Parliament in name of the Church was 
expreſly given to them by the Chwrch ; tor firſt, by that 
Anti at Montroſe 1600. the Church gave Commil- 
fon to a certaine number of Miniſters (though not under 
the title of Biſhops ) to have a care of the General) of 
faircs.of the Church, and to voice in Parliament in name 
of the Church : then the generall Aflemblics at Glaſgow 
and Lithgow in the year 1606. 1608, 1610, they did un- 
der the very title of Biſhops reecive full Commiſſion 
from the Church , not only to vote in Parliament, but 
likewiſe to exerciſe their whole Turifdiion, power and 
and preheminence over al} Paſtors and people within the 
bounds of their Dioccle, and fo every Biſhop particularly 
by their cleion and conſecration receives power to ule 
this Commiſſion, whenſoever occaſion ſhall be offered : 
neither 1s it neceflary, that for every ſeverall AR they doe 
in name of the Church, they have a new particular Com- 
miſſion for that ce ; but it is ſutticient, rhat by the cor» 
ſent of the Church and Elitates of the Kingdome, this 
' power is annexcd to the office of a Riſhop for ever, {6 
that whoſoever ſhould be eleed to that office, ſhould 
have this Commiſſion once for all during his life time, 
or untill by his malverfation in his charge he be lawfully 
and legally deprived, 

Tt is truc indeed, that the Church may adde new Art!- 
cles to their Commilſion,as times and occaſions requires ; 
as 1s done in England and Ireland where the Convocati- 
on of the Clergic fits ever in the time of Parliament, to 
conſider upon tuch Articles as are thought by common 
conſent to ſerve tor the weel of the © hurch, and by them 
are prelented to the Biithops , that by their care they may 


reccive due ratitication : but the turbulent behaviour of 


ſome Miniſters ia Scor/and, who ſcorncs to have their pe- 
unons propolcd orderly by the Biſhops, hath as yet bat- 

red the Clerpic of Scotland From that priviledge. 
Now to conclude this point , fince for ought we £#" 
ice 


 — --- -" ww; 
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ſce , the only exception that the Church of Scerland hath 
areguiteny porn of the funtion of Biſhops, at that 
time when Epiſcopacic was condemned as unlawtull , 
Anne 1580. & 1581. 1s that they had not their power 
and preheminence by Commiſſion from the Church or 
Aſcmblic, and ſince that exception, as we have 
wn, is now removed, it evideecbn thoſe As of 
the Aſlemblics at D andere, 1580. andat Glaſpow, 1581, 
doe not ſcrve to prove the Concluſion of this Aflemblic , 


and therefore arc unpertinently allcaged. 
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Cnay. XII. 


Diſcuſſing the reſt of the Atts of Aſſemblies 
bere cited, 


CRud the reſt of the As in the ſubſequent Aſſem- 
cs againſt Biſhops arc grounded upon theſe two 
former Acts, whereby the oftice of a Bilhop was con- 
demned, and ſince we have ſhown 1n the tormer Chapter 
that they doe not ſerve to prove the Concluſion of this 
Aſicmblic, and therefore the reſt of the Acts depending 
thereupon mult have as little (trength as they, {o that we 
necd not to infilt inthe particular dilcufſing of cvery one 
of them : yet leſt it be thought that we have over paſt 
them altogether , we ſhall remark ſome few particular 
obſervations upon them, wheredy it may be perceived 
that if they ſerve not for their purpole here ; yet that they 
ſerve in divers points againit them, Firit, choſe Acts ci 
ted here concerning the preſentation by the King, and 
admiſlion by che Presbytery of Glaſgow of MI. Robert 
Mont e to the orhce of the Archbiihop of Glaſgow, 
and of Ad. Kebert Pome to by Bilhop of Caithees, and the 
divers ineftcctuall futes made by the Generall Atlemblics 
tothe king, Councell and Parkiaiacin, for ad» ANC Lin, of 
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their Presbyteriall Niſciphne, and ſuppreſſion of Bi- 
ſhops, towit , thoſe preſented by the Aflemblies 1580. 
1581, & 1587, ſerves againſt them in fo farre as they de- 
clare, that their violent proceedings againlt Biſhops, and 
for eſtabliſhing of their new diſcipline, was not allow- 
ed by the Kings Majeſtic and Councell, and whole body 
of the Kingdome in Parliament all this time, but dircRly 
reliſted, as contrary to their wills and manifelt intenti- 
ons, whereby it 1s evident, that neither the King nor the 
Councell, nor the whole body of the Kingdeme had any 
{ich meaning or intention, as by that oath of the Covc- 
nant,to abjure Epiſcopacic. 2. Although that the King 
and cſtate ſuffered an AR to paſle in Parliament 15 92. cita- 
bliſhing un a part their new diſcipline, yet was it not 
their meaning to approve the ſame dircAly, Þut tor z 
pregnant reaſon of eſtate , they dia'ttullerate lefler evils, 
that greater might be eſchewed : tor at that tine it is 
well known, that the King arfd cltate were mightily 
altoniſhed by the late diſcovery of a dangerous conſpira- 
cic of ſundry Noblemen of greatc|t power in the King- 
dome, by the praQtice of ſome tratheking Teſuites and 
Gentlemen: affeQted to the Popiſh Religion, luch as Fa- 
ther Creighton, father Abercromy, Sir William Graham 
of Femtry, A. George ( arr, and others who brought in 
great ſwnmes of Spariih gold , and promiſed greater , 
whereby thoſe Novlemen and- many others of their Fa- 
Qion were corrupted to betray their Native Countrey , 
promiſing by their letters, and ſubſcription of blank pa- 
pers, tv give way and aſiltance to the King of Spaines 
Navie to enter within the bowels of the Kingdome : No 
marvell therefore, although ( in fo perillous a time, when 
a*torall ruine both of Church and Kingdome, of Policie 
and Religion was feared and threatned ) the King and 
eſtate thought it he for cſchewing the preſent danger, to 
vive Way at that time to thoſe new Diſciplinarians, ſut- 
F-11ng that AR of Parkamnt to paſſe in their favour ; 
fearing that 1t they thould have refiſted theie preſent iny 
POrtwiity, 


not abjured in Scotland. 


p_— turbulent Ipirits (as ſome of them were) mighe 
'e made a further diltration, even amongſt the(e who 
adhered to the true Religion, whereby an other gate 
might have been opened for the centric of forraigne cnc- 
mies, and fo the &tate being thus devided (ſhould have 
been lefſe able to reſiſt the common enemic. 

This was the very truc reaſon whereby his Majcitic 
was in a manner forced to condeſcend to this At,where- 
of they brag ſo much, contrary to his own judgement and 
conſtant intention : as is evident by that which followed, 
for no ſooner was that blaſt paſt, and that Confpiracic ro» 
prefled, but King James of happic memory did fct him- 
{elf more carncſtly than cver he did before, to re-cltabliſh 
Epiſcopall government , and bear down that new diici- 
pline, the evils and corruptiors whereot dilturbing both 
Church and Common- wealth he perceived daily more 
and more. 

3 We muſt remark that this AR of Parliament 1592. 
was the firſt that ever did allow presbyteriall Govern» 
ment by a Law, and therefore ought to be accounted the 
firſt eſtabliſhment thereof in the Kingdome of Scotland, 
whereby it appears, how (ſhort a continuance it had 1n 
this Church , and how ſoone it became loathlome to all 
eſtates of perſons, Sparis, puraming non ag unit alt as rAdi- 
ces : For not full eight years after this, inthe Allemblic at 
Meomntreſſe, 1600. nt received a arcatblow, and Epilco- 
pacie was by one ſtep morcadvanced , wherein it was 
concluded that a certain number of miniſters who were 
nominated by the King , ſhould ſupply the place of Bi- 
ſhops', by voycing in Parliament in name of the Church, 
and to have a care of the generall affaires thercot under 
the nam=>.of Commiltioners \, whole power was ular» 
ged by that Afſembly at Halirwdhouſe, 1602. and Bilnops 
thereafter under their own proper title were cliabliſhod 
In their full power and Iurifdicion by the generall Al- 
femblics of the Church 1 606, 1608. 1610. & falcmnly ra 


tited by conſent of the three Eftarcy in Parkament, 1612. 
4. \\ 
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4. We cannot omit that Ac cited out of the Aﬀſemblie 

iarch 1589, wherein it is ſaid foro/much a the Neigh. 
bour Kirk in England « underſtood to be heavily troubled 
fer maintaining of the true Diſcipline and Government , 
whoſe griefes ought to move ws ; therefore the Preſbyreri, 

of Edinburgh wat ordained to comfort the [411 Church in 
the [aid matter, I cannot conceive whom they call The 
Church of England here , except it be ſome few Schife 

maticks, who a little betore this time were challenged 

before the Starre-chamyer, for diſturbing the Church and 
Kingdome, by promoting unto the people a new forme 
of Diſcipline, different 1n many points both from the 
Scottiſh Ditciphac, and that of Geneva ; who becauſe 
they didobſtinatcly refuſe to anfwere to lome interroga- 
torics propolcd to therh by the Councell of England, 

were committed to priſon ; of which number was one 
IWigintone, who ſtirred up three fanaticall fellows, Ed- 
mund C opponger ; William Hacket and Henry Arthingion 
to labour tor their relict, perfwading them that they were 
extraordinarily called thereto, Hackgr being mightily 
poſieſled by this humour did give out that Chrilt was de- 
ſcended from heaven wath his fan in his hand,and hai cal- 
led him extraordinarily to purge both Church and Coin- 
mon-wealth, he {cnt out before him his two priacipall 
Prophets Coppinger and eArthingron, to whom he al- 
hgned a diveric charge, that Coppwrger ſhould off:r grace 
and mercic to the people, it they would bclecye aud fol- 
low him, for the relicf of the faichfull ſervants of God, 
aud Artbingtone (hould denounce Gods wrath and ctcr- 
nall damnation tounbelcevers who would not adhere to 
them: thoſe two being ſent by Hacker came to the (treets 
of London, and did preach according to their charge, 
railing impudently = the Queen and Councell, dc- 
claring that the was fallen from her right to the 
Crowne , that Heather was their King _—_ they 
ought to obey, being placed in Chriſts ſtead ; whereby 
they moved great multitles of the Common people to 
l follow 


xot abjared in Scotlend. 
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follow them, but before yy could effecuate their pur- 
ny the Que bo, who grntaadatthen inchayay 

it who ap them in the ver 
AR at Cheap the 16. Iuly 259t. for the whi 
cauſe Hacker \vas executed as a Traitor, Coppinger killed 
himſelf in prilon, and Arthington repenting him of his 
madnefle did contefle their whole proceedings : in whoſe 
Confeſſhon it was declared that they had received an in- 
couragement to this CI Scotlandby the meany 
of one Pemry, who having been a ccrtaine ſpace a Prea- 
cher in Scerlaxd, wantcturncd a little before this enter- 
priſe, and was lurking then in the City of Zondon, or 
in ſome place thereabouts i this Peary was Chicfly the 
wan who procured theſe conſolatoric letters from the 
Aſſembly to his Companions, to the great diſgrace of the 
Church of Scorland, as having given encouragement to 
further ſuch a treaſonable attempt : and apparantly that 
letter written from Scotland by one Gibſon to Cop» 
prnger was one of theic coulvlatoric letters orduned by 
the Aﬀemblic to be written to them z whereurhe ſaith, 
The beft of our Miniſter: are moſt careſull of your eftate, 
and have ſent for that effeit a Preacher of our Church (to 
wit Penry ) thu laſt ſommer (15,90. ) of purpoſe ts com 
ferre with the beſt affefted Maniiters of your Charch, to 
lay down 4 plot now our b might beſt trovell for your 
relief. I have heard ſome of the wileſt and gravelt of the 
Miniltric of Sceriand at that time, who did heavily re- 

that the _ of __ —_—— 

b this P who although be was for a time in great 

Lmati \amonglt the people, and ſome of the chict 
Maſters likewilc, yet they found him at laſt an arrant 
Kaave. 

I am forry that the Brethren of this Aſſemblic have been 
fo inconldernte, as to refricare bexe ſcabiew, in calling 
to remembrance again, of the Clurch of 
Scecland in theie times, as having bad two deep a hand 
in chat attempt, to ſticee wp a Combuſtion in our Nexgb- 
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bour Kingdome and Church, but our Covenanters are {0 
farre from being aſhamed thereof, as they*ceaſe not as yet 
to uſe all meanes to doc the like, it they could find in 
England ſuch tanaticall telows, as. Hacket and Coppin- 


ger. 
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Cnae. XV. 
Diſcuſſing the Co1.cluſion of the 17. 


Ow after they have ſct down their confuſed rapſody 
Neo Reaſons for proving the determination of their 
Aſſembly, they conclude in theſe Hyperbolicall termes, 
All which and many other reaſons being pablikly read, and 
particularly at great length examined, and all objeitions 
an{wered in the face of the Aſſembly , all the member: of 
the Aſſembly , 4 A required to propone their 
dowbts and ſcruples, and every one being heard to the full, 
and after much agitation as fully ſatufied, cc. Magnihck 
words indeed, 


Dare pondna idonea fumo. 
able to give weight tothe light ſmoak of their reaſors : 
it is a ſtrange matter if it be true that in one only Sellion, 
inthe ſhorrtclt day almoſt in the whole year the 8. of De» 
cember , 10 many things could be done to the fol, that all 
theſe reaſons and many others could be particularly at 
| vs length examined in 1o ſhort a ſpace, All ebjettion; 
that could be proponed e.rattly anſwered Every member 
of the Aſſembly hcard to the full, Furry member of the 
Aſſembly being many times delired and required to pro- 
pound not only their great Doubts, but their ſmall /ern- 
ples allo ; and after mach agitation al being fully ſatii- 
hed : certainly, the periwaders had need of great voludi- 
htie of tongue, to repeat: {0 many reaſons info ſhort 1 
t1me,to propoſe and to antwer to many ſo trong object 
ors, & naught have been allcaged agaicilt their Conchiy 


ons, 
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ens, and the Eloquence of Cicero or Demoſthenes, yea . 
] the tongues of Angels to perfwade to the full all their 
hearers of the truth of their reaſons and anſwers : and 
theſe who were contrary minded had need of pregnant 
wits to conceive all their perſwaſions fo quick y. yea 
of tome ſecret Embu/ia/me and divine in piration tc 
ehange their hearts, who not long agoc were fully per- 
fwadcd to the contrary, and had contrmed their | not 
fon by their oath of Canonicall obedience to their Bi- 
ſhops, and had practiſed accordingly for a long time : 
all theſe things alleaged- here to have been done, had re- 
| red a greater ſpace to have done them E xa(tly to the 

At than the ſpace of a whole month , which was the 
whole time this Aſſembly did fit in determining with 
this point many other Articics of no ſmal conſcquence;{o 
precipitate were they in their determinations,fearing leh 
they (hould have been prevented, before they had vented 
their great malice againlt Adoſes and Aaron, the King, 
and the Biſhops to the F ul. 

Secondly, after this Brayado the Moderator did put 
the-matter to voycing i thelc termes, Whether according 
yo the Confeſſion of Faith, a4 it was profeſſed in the year , 
1580.1581, & 1590. there be any other Biſhop, but 4 pas 
ftor of a particular flock,, baving no pr WENCE mov 
power over hu Brethren, and whether by that Confeſſion,as 
it was then profeſſed, all ether Epiſcopacic us abjured, and 
eweht ro be removed out of this Kirk, 

This propoſition we have dilcuſled before at the begin- 
ning in ſtating the queition as was moſt fit, to the end we 
might more caſily perceive whether the reaſons alleaged 
did conclude dirodly the potnt 1n Controverſic : where 
we have ſhown evidently, that this propoſition , as it is 
here ſet down, was informall, obſcure, arabiguous, ſophi- 
Ricall, and ſuch a one as it was impollible to anſwer Ca- 
tegerice ,* cither athrmative or negative, as all yoyces 
ought to be givenand arc accultomet to be in any orderly 
meeting , therefore we necd nvt to nfilt further therein 


in this place, Thirdly 
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Thirdly , when it comes to the yoycing, t \ The 
whole A ſembly moit anammonſly bes. wt of 
any one ( and with the hefitation of one allaverly ) yrs. 
feſfing full per ſwaſien of mind did woyce, cc. No maryell, 
though all theſe who were preſent and admittci togive 
yoyce,did ſo without contradiftion, ſince alt thoſe whem 
they ſuſpeted, would make any contradition were ei. 
ther excluded from being Commiſſioners , or it they 
were choſen Commiſsioners , were debarred from voy- 
Cing by the Rulers of the Covenant, according to the it» 
ſtrutions ſent from their Tables at Edinburgh, and di. 
reed to every Presbyterie,lome publikly to all, ſome {e- 
cretly to choſe of every Presbytcrie, who were molt af- 
feaed to the cauſe; and to mp this evident, it ſhall not 
be amiſle to ſet down ſome of their inſtructions verbs- 
tim, 1. Order muſt be taken that none be choſen ruling- 
Elders but Covenanters, and theſe wel-affetted to the bujs- 
nefſe. 2. That where the Miniſter i: not wel affeRed, the 
ruling-Elder be choſen by the Commiſſioners of the Shure , 
and fpoken to particularly to that effett, 1. That they be 
carefull that no Chapter-men, C bappel-men, or Minfters, 
Juſtices of peace, be choſen ny ues alrhowgh they be 
Covenanters, 4. That the ( ommiſſioners of the Shire 
Cauſe conveen before them the ruling Elder of every Chu % 
before the day of the cleFlion, and injoyn: them wen their 
oath thay they give wore to none 16 be Commiſſioner, but i» 
theſe whe arc named already at the meeting at Edintwrys, 
5. That ſath as art trronrond in Hotty ine or [canddlow iu 
life { and ſuch only they account thoſe who are contrary 
to their Covenant ) be preſently proceſſed, that they be not 
Choſen Commiſtioners, and if obs fhall happen te be choſen 
x hay freater part, that all the beſt afſelted proceft agarPt 
them, and come ts the eAfembly to reftif« the ſame, There 
were divers likewiſc were choſen and adimnutted 
Commilsoners, and yet did remove themielves when the 
Aſſemblie was diſcharged by the Kings Aurboritic, oot of 
conlcienge of gbedicuce tothe Sev oraigne Majeitic and 
dctce 
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deteſtation of Rebellion before this point was put to 
voycing : Therefore none remaining except thee who 
were relolved to be partakers of Rebellion, no marval, 
though nonc of them did coutradict thetr rebellious Lea- 
dcrs. 

We ſec indeed this ſame unanimous conſent in all the 
reſt of the Articles which were put to voycing in this 
Allembly, whereby it may be cleerly difcerned, that all 
of them before this time were reſolved upon amongſt 
themielves, by a fen(ible preagreement at their Tables at 
Edinburgh, to the which agreement, they did aſtriQt all 
the Commilſhoners before they were admitted to have 
voice in this Aſſembly : and for that cffe&t it is injoyned 
both by their ſecret and publik inſtrutions. That every 
Pre ſbyteric frail ſend their (ommiſſioners to Edinburgh 
before the firjt of Ofober ( which was leven weeks be- 
force the day appointed tothe beginning of the Aﬀflembly) 
to the end they may know their own ſtrength the bettey at 
their next meeting. So that theſe Acts cannot be accoun- 
ted the Ads of the generall Aficmbly of the Church at 
Glaſgow, but rather Acts of thoſe feditious tables of Co- 
venanters at & dsnbergh, and only repcarce here at Gla/- 
gow for the tathion, 

Fourthly, wherein was this unanimous conſent of their 
ſuffrages ? It was (lay they) That all Epiſcopacie different 
from that of a Paſtor over a particular flock, wat abruredt 
i this Kirk, and to be removed out of the ſame. It this 
was their unanimous ſuffrage and no more, I marvell not 
that there were no pemen 1 Ak Yea, I beleeve, tharit 
all the Bithops in Scecland, and all thoſe who had retuſed 
to ſubſcribe their Covenant , had been admitted to give 
their voyce, they thould not have contradicted this : for 
nenther doc thele words anfwer to the propotition of the 
Moderator, nor doc they condemn Epilcopactc in any 
pour, a5 It was then uted wa Se etland, OT tn r prumtrve 
Church. 

As tor the tirſt, that it doth not anſwer directly to the 
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prop. fition, I prove it in two tubltantiall p oints : 2 foe 
firſt / as we declared Lctore 1n ſetting down of theſtare 
af the queſtion ) the Modcrators propolition tncky la4 
tree dittin —_— 1. 1 hetber AC Cor: wg to the CONte 
fefſion of Faith, as it was prof eſſed anno 1580, 1581, 
2590: there be any other B1/hop but a Paſtor of a particy- 
lar flock Nt having wo preh emmence nor pow er over bis yes 


thren. 2, Whether by the confeſſion of Faith,as it was then 
pr #1 led, all other be abjured, 3. Whether all othey on *: t 


ro be removed out of this Kirk or not. But in yoycr 7 
they antwer only to the laſt two, omitting : ltogeth r the 


5 C 


the firſt, which notwithſtanding 1s the ground of voth 
the other : And indced conthid: crmg the mformalitie of 
the propolit! on, I cltceme that they had good reaſon t9 
anſwerio, for it they had done otherwiſe, their voices 
had been as informall and intricate as the propotition 
was, becauſc they could not antwer Catcgorical!ly t 
three at once, tor why, according to thei! "of ds they 
vechooved to anfwecr to the firſt Negar: and to the 
other tWO aff'ymats: © « and therefore Ieft chew aniwers 
ihguld have been obſcure and wtricate, including both: x 
:*gative and athrimative voyce, the; did wilcly tO All- 
iwer to thoſe queitions 01 ly, to the which one attirma- 
v2 vovce might ſerve, 2. The proj O it1011 Contanct!h 
TWO points ot F p1/copacre, tOwit, C BAYOE 07/67 100 Pars 


: nl ar ſLOCKsS, 41:4 DR OT hem new'e 00Yr vther Arms 
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rren, dcmandihg, if buth thts points be A jared o! 


iid both to be removed : But in Ve VCing they determine 
ONS, thc tirlt DONT CONCOTLINIC their charge over moc 
"articular Blocks ellan Onc,not a word of their abut of 
TC OVINg their peomer nk Preremmnnente ater ger Or 7+ 
ea , Which notwitittandiog 1s the ch1# point tv! 
doth molt eSTICVC OUT Tc OVEenantecrs, YC m1 r 
wacrcot they have railed all this troubl: Be it there? 
KNOW to all, that this Aflcmbly which was 
COnNvcCencd to CO Kiomn ! patcoz acte. Hh 
us power ad prehemincnce over their Bret 
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nt abjured in Scotland, 12} 
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therefore that this ſtar ling (till in force ! nt ic e Chin Of 
Scotland, whotocvcr yeeldcth not duc obedience t the 
Bi/hops according to their oath, arc chr tly perjurc:! 
aut are not ablolved from their oath by this Aſſemb!y 
EXCept they would fay that they have extended the Con 
clutzon further then all theur unantmous voyces y_=_ | tut 
ter ; whuch as they muſt confeſle 15 the greate!t wtic 
winch can be commurted by any Aflemb ly whattocrer, 
Finally, it itbe ſo, that no epiſcopacie is here con- 
demned, EXCept that which »5 diff event from a Pa for of + 
po rcniay fieck ; there 1s nothing here condemaed in the 
Bi'! hops , eithcr as they were of old in the primitive 
Chirc!:. or were of late in Scorland, and arc as yet 11 Eng» 
Land ana reland ;, 2a, no Epilcopacic is here ab jured , 
Except t that of the Bil hop of K ome, who only arrogats to 
himfelt to be the Pattor ef the univ erfall flock : all other 
Biſhopsrequires no more, but tobe a Vaitor of a particu 
lar flock , and as C'yprias faith, &pſcr7 45 v Off, C1166 
Po ſingin in ſolidum pars renerny * Is 20 bounils 
preſcribed by Gods word of a part."i!.ir iocx, but the 
Church by the Authority of the Magiltrats, for the more 
commodtous ruling of the Church, and for conſerving 
unitie, have divided Kingdoms 1n provinces, and pro- 
rinccs 1n particular Dioccſcs, and Diocclcs in particular 
pariſhes, appointing to every part their own rulers , fo 
hat as a parith 1s the particular tlock of a Pregbyter or 
Minter ; cven ſoa Dioceſe 1s the particular flock of 1 Br- 
ſhop, the province the particular flock of an Archbittiop, 
and the Nation or Kingdome in regard of the unix orfall 
Church is the particnlar Rock of a Primate. Neither may 
any Bithop lawtully uturpe charge over the particular 
flock of another Bi! hoy o without his conſent. Their A- 
poltles of the Covenant who went through the Country 
to preach, not the Golpel of peace, but their 1cdit ions 
Covenant and mortall warre agaiiiit the King and all 
his Loyall wu 1ects, albeit they pretcad to bc Va 


Of a particular par, yet did violently untrude 0 
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to exerciſe charge inthe pariſhes of other paſtors, with- os 
out warrant or Authoritic, or lawfull call:!ng from the 7 
Churcl, and contrary to the Conſtitutions of the Church " 
of Scotland , eſtablithed even then when presbyteriall P T 
government was in greateſt torce , drawing aftcr them Mn 
many thouſands of people to diſobedience and open Re- hs 
bellion, and by conſequent to perdition, except they rc» -_ 
pent ; and yet who dare bc lo bold as tofay to any of them = 
cur 114 fact 7? vor 

I cannot ſee what they can anſwer to this groſſe and ore 
abſurd eſcape in not anfwering by their voices tully to the = 
propoſition, and extending the determination of the Af- we 
ſembly further than the voyces can lufter, except that they ho 
would allcage that it 1s a fault in the Printer , and that it 


was otherwile 1n the origunall Regitter, which 1s not 
like to be true for thcle rcatons : tir{t becauſe if it had lceu 
ſo that they had anſwered tully to the propoſition, their 
ſuftrages (hould not have been Categoricall, but very in- 
formall and intricate, 1ncluding both a negative and an 
atfirmative voyce. 2. Their Clerk Af, Arcbibatd John 
Pone hath teſtthed the contrary by adding to this printed 
Coppic, and all other which I have ſeen his tigne and 
Manual ſubſcription, teititying thereby that they are 
printed according to the originall As contamed in the 
Authentick Regiiter, out of the which he aitirmes, he 
hath not only collected and extrafted thete Acts, but al 
ſo vitied them,to fee if the extra was according to the 
originall ; it he had commutted ſuch an abſurd ctcape 10 
emitting the very principall paint whereupon the whole 
Act doth depend , and beiag that Act alto for the which 
the Aſlembly was chicfly coanveencd : ke harh _—_— 
thown himiclt a very Afte, urworthy of that trult whi 
the whole Allembly did commit unto him by an cxpreſſe 
AR, conſtituting him the ouly viſitor and approver of all 
things that are to be printed concerning the Church or 
Religion, 3. Albert it had been true that Fobwfone might 
have overicca hamiclt lo tar, yet how could it be potlible 
| at 
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As thould have ſuffered ſuch a fault, as reverſceth the 
whole At about the which greateſt care was taken to 
paſſe forth before 1t was diligently corrected, 

Thercfore I cannot but beiceve aſluredly that there was 
no fault committed by the Printer, but that the AR was 
printed according to « & originall Regilter , and that it 
was ſo written 1n the Regiſter, as it was voyced unant- 
moully 110 the Aſſembly, and that the voyceas had no 
other meaning then their words did cxprefſe : and there- 
fore that nothing in effe& was concluded in this AR as 
gainlt Epilcopacic , as the title of the Ae beares, And ſe 
we may conclude jultly in theſe words of the Satyrick. 
Poct ; 
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